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         The mission of St. Paul Lutheran Church is to hear, share, and proclaim the Word of God.        

 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

 

“You visit the earth and water it…. You water its 
furrows abundantly, settling its ridges, softening it 

with showers, and blessing its growth.”   
Psalm 65: 9 & 10 

   
Dear Friends in Christ,  
 
Earth Day was last Friday, April 22, 2022. We have just 
been blest with the freshness of several hours of gentle 
and nurturing rains on Monday, April 25, the day I am 
writing this May 2022 newsletter. While it was not as 
much rain as we had hoped for, it was an answer to 
prayer.  Aside from a heavy mist in the previous week, 
our area of Texas has not had any rain for many weeks.  
As we continue into late spring and on into the summer 
months, let’s continue to fervently pray for rain to 
nourish the earth.  Let’s also pray for God’s wisdom to 
take better care of the earth’s environment to combat 
the destructive forces of pollution and carless use of 
earth’s resources.    
 
What wonderful weather we had for our outdoor “Jam 
Service” (as we call our outdoor services of worship) we 
had yesterday, the 2nd Sunday of Easter. The clouds 
shielded us from direct sunlight, the temperature was 
delightful, and there was just enough breeze to remind 
us of God’s lifegiving Holy Spirit.  What uplifting, 
inspirational music Justin McFarland, Heather 
McFarland, John Gammill, Elizabeth McFarland, and 
Hannah McFarland provided!  What great helpers and 
welcomers our confirmation students were!  What a 
great job several of our men did in assembling and 
bolting down the new picnic tables!  How nice the altar 
table looked as a couple of our ladies had taken such care 
in setting it up! As we heard the story from John’s gospel 
of Jesus’ resurrection appearances to the apostles in the 
upper room on the Sunday evenings following our Lord’s 
resurrection, we sensed the Lord’s resurrected presence 
among us as we worshiped outdoors in the beauty and 
glory of God’s creation all around us! 
 
In May, we are now truly in the midst of the Easter 
season.  The trees fully leaf out, more flowers appear on 
the earth, gardens are planted.  Mother’s Day brings 
families together and blesses all of us with the reminder  
 

 
 
 
to be thankful for God’s gift of life given to each of us  
through the process of birth through our mothers’ 
wombs and through the care which we receive through 
whoever the mother figures are in our lives.   
 
Holy Baptism is scheduled for little Case Weston Eckert 
(son of Chad and Krystal Eckert) on May 8, the 4th Sunday 
of Easter, and also Mother’s Day.  We pray for our Lord’s  
blessings of grace and life for Case Weston and for his 
loving family as they nurture him in the faith. 
 
Students and educators are looking forward to the end 
of the school year.     We congratulate our young people 
who have done so well in athletic, academic, and 
agricultural competitions.  A number of the community 
youth who received awards are from our congregation.  
We are proud of each and all who participated and used 
their gifts, those who received awards and any who for 
whatever reasons did not.  Each one of our youth has 
gifts from God, and together they lift our hearts with 
hope and inspiration toward the future! 
 
A breakfast for graduates will be held on Sunday, May 
15, 9:30  to 10:30 a.m.  Our 2022 high school graduates 
are Madi Carter, Jenna Evans, Brooke Stockbridge, and 
Julian Gammill. Our 8th grade graduates are Gracie 
Lehmberg, Hannah McFarland, Jaxson Reichenau, Kolton 
Wenzel, and Christian Gammill.  We pray God’s guidance 
for them always. 
 
Our university students graduate on various timelines.  
We know that Kenley Stockbridge will graduate this 
month with a Bachelor of Science in Chemical 
Engineering from Texas Tech University.  She has 
accepted a full-time position as a Consultant Engineer 
with FM Global.  We congratulate Kenley and pray for 
her future.  (Please inform our church office of any other 
St. Paul university students who are graduating so that 
we can congratulate them also!) 
 
Grace and peace! Trust in our risen Lord always! 
 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Fred Krebs 

 



 
 

THE GLORY OF EASTER 

 

As I walked outside to survey the grounds at St. 

Paul on Easter morning in preparation for our 

Sunday School Easter Egg Hunt to occur later, I 

was touched by the colors and their sensory 

power on Easter Morning.  We are living in a 

time of extreme drought, without the vibrant 

colors of springtime, but for the moment, the 

beauty and power of color flooded my vision 

and my emotions.  As a lifelong teacher, (many 

years in first grade) some of the first words I 

taught children to read were color words.  I 

thought of red and its place in the story.  My 

mind went back to the powerful Good Friday 

service, looking at the cross and the darkness of 

the sanctuary as Noah extinguished the candles 

as Pastor Fred and Charles read the seven last 

words of Jesus.  God sent His Son to bleed and 

die and take the punishment that all sinners 

deserve.  Red is for the blood He gave.  Only 

the blood of Jesus can make us clean.  Black is 

for the sins we commit.  White is for our 

cleansing from sin.  The white of the Easter 

lilies in the sanctuary and the white material 

draped around the cross outside reminded me of 

the grace Christ gave.  I looked at the green 

grass where little hands would gleefully pick up 

colored eggs and I realized in this time of very 

little rain the hope of green grass.  Green is for 

the grass God made and for our new life in 

Him.  The colored eggs of orange and pink 

reminded me of the dawns and dusks that God 

gave such beauty to.  Pink reminds me of the 

dawn, the new tomorrow and orange reminds 

me of the dusk, the fading light, all gifts from 

God!  And now the color purple, our Mason 

color, but so much more!  Purple is a color of 

kings and queens.  Because we believe in Jesus, 

we are a part of God’s family and He has 

promised us a crown!  Purple is for the crowns 

we’ll wear!  And as I look over the beautiful 

grounds of my church, I cannot forget the color 

of light, yellow!!  Yellow is for the sun so 

bright and for God’s perfect light.    I think of 

Jesus, and all these colors and how HE is the 

“Light of the World.”  As I go back inside to 

greet the children, I am in awe of how God 

colors our world.  We had a perfect day:  no 

wind, warm, but not hot, and as we were leaving 

church an exclamation mark on the service by 

the smell of rain and the sight and sound of a 

shower.  What a way to begin the 50 days of 

Easter!   These 50 days will be very busy, but it 

is my prayer that each of us will take the time to 

remember and live in the Glory of Easter.   

 

On May 15, families and graduates will gather 

at 9:30 in the Fellowship Hall to celebrate our 

Senior and 8th grade graduates.  What a joy to 

resume this annual event.  Our Senior graduates 

are:  Madi Carter, Brooke Stockbridge, Jenna 

Evans, and Julian Gammill.  Graduating from 

eighth grade are Christian Gammill, Gracie 

Lehmberg, Hannah McFarland, Jaxson 

Reichenau, and Kolton Wenzel.  The Parish Life 

Committee will serve them breakfast and we 

will have a time of reflection and celebration.   

Graduates and their  families will be special 

guests.  Please keep these special youth in your 

thoughts and prayers as they close a chapter and 

begin another as Children of God.   

 

As we continue the Easter journey, let us watch 

and give thanks for the Colors of Christ: 

 

Orange is for heaven so bright. 

Yellow is for God’s perfect light. 

Black is for the sins we’ve made. 

Red is for the blood  He gave. 

White is for our cleansing from sin. 

Green is for our new life in Him. 

Pink is for the sunrise we share. 

Purple is for the crowns we’ll wear. 

 

The witness of the colors is true… 

trust in Jesus because He loves you! 

May the 50 days of Easter be a time of growth 

and celebration! 

 

In Christ’s love, Ann Mahnken 

 

  

   
Congratulations to our senior graduates  

Madi Carter, Brooke Stockbridge,  

Jenna Evans, and Julian Gammill.  

 

Congratulations to our eighth grade graduates 

Christian Gammill, Gracie Lehmberg, Hannah 

McFarland, Jaxson Reichenau, and Kolton 

Wenzel. 

 
 

Graduation is a time for reflection  
on the labors of the Past,  

the accomplishments of the Present, 
and the possibilities of the Future. 
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  Colossal Thank You  to: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Spring Work Day was a success!  The 

people listed above restriped the front parking 

lot, cleaned the gutter and removed roots, 

cleaned the sacristy, weather stripped a door, 

cleaned the youth room, cleaned and mulched 

flower beds (mulch donated by the Beardens), 

cleaned and organized the bell tower, cleaned 

the balcony & fixed the piano bench, cleaned 

pews, and raked & removed leaves.  Yes, it was 

a lot of work, but many hands made the tasks go 

quickly!!!!  Nancy Brown made sure everyone 

had plenty to eat.  There was much laughter and 

conversation as all worked together.  Thank 

You!  God’s Work! Our Hands! 

 

ST. PAUL CELEBRATES MAY 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

2 Kathy Criado 

Kirby Groves 

3  Ryne Todd 

6  Marcy Young 

7 LaVerne Kothmann 

 Karla McIntosh 

8 Reid Alan Yonker 

10 Tammy Parrish 

13 Terry Owen 

18 Michael Fulton 

20  Pastor Charles Eckert 

23 Kris Eckert 

 Teresa Gierisch 

27 Bert Mahnken 

 Matt Schmidt 

28 Camille Schmidt 

30 Rylan Todd 

 
If your birthday or a family member’s birthday is not 

listed or is listed incorrectly, please let Deb Probst 

know @ 325-597-2832 or dcprobst@hotmail.com. 

Thank you for helping us with this project. 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR MARCH 
Congregational Giving: $18,175.50 

Expenditures:  $20,393.32 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP DIRECTORY 
FOR May 

 

Lay Reader: Kathy Krebs 

Communion Assistants:  Rachel Schmidt & 

  Janet Schmidt 

Council Rep. on Duty:  Mark Lehmberg 

Bell Ringers:  Mark Lehmberg & Mike Goff 

Speaker System:  Bob Vacek and Mark 

Lehmberg  

Ushers:  Paulette Keller, T McIntosh,  

Mike Goff, and Bert Mahnken 

Property Person on Duty: Harold Albers 

Acolytes: 

  (5/1) Hannah & Elizabeth McFarland  

  (5/8) Rodee Brooks 

  (5/15) Hudson Terrell  

  (5/22) Camille Schmidt 

  (5/29) Reece Evans 

 Altar Guild: 

  Flower Chairman:  Paulette Keller 

  Parament Chairman:  Kassi Reichenau 

  Communion Chairman:  Helen Habecker 

Women’s Bible Study: 

 Morning Bible Study (First Wed. of Month, 10am) 

     Bible Study Leader: Alberta Birk 

     Hostess: Nancy Brown,  

       carpool from church at 9:30AM  

Evening Bible Study (5 PM – Third Tues. of  

    Month) in the Fellowship Hall 

 Memorials: Church Office 347-5582 

We wish to thank those who have so graciously 

contributed their time and talents toward the 

ministry of St. Paul Lutheran Church. 
 

CHURCH DIRECTORY 

 

Rev. Fred Krebs                                         Pastor  

Mrs. Heather McFarland   Church Administrator 

Mrs. Ann Mahnken            Youth Coordinator 

 

Church Office Hours: 

Mon.-Thurs.    8:30 A.M. – 4:00 P.M. 

(325) 347-5582 (Office)     (325)347-8420 (Fax) 

Email: stpaulmason@gmail.com   

Website: www.stpaulmason.com 

Joe Keller 

Paulette Keller 

Pastor Fred 

Kathy Krebs 

Jimie Langehenning 

Mark Lehmberg 

Carolyn Loeffler 

Ann Mahnken 
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Debbie Nebgen 

Walt Reichenau 

Del Roy Reichenau 
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Bonnie Schmidt 
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Chel Terrell 
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Harold Albers 

Cynthia Bauer 

Dreu Bearden 
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Cindy Bowden 
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Dakota Bryant 
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