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         The mission of St. Paul Lutheran Church is to hear, share, and proclaim the Word of God.     
    

 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
 
“…Let us consider how to provoke one another to love and 

good deeds, not neglecting to meet together, as is the 
habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the 

more as you see the Day approaching.”  
Hebrews 10: 24 & 25 

 
Dear Friends in Christ,  
 
There is a very strong word in the above passage from 
Hebrews 10.  That word is provoke.  Did you notice it? It does 
not take much for us human beings to provoke one another, 
does it? Misspoken or angry words, inconsiderate actions, 
and differences of opinions can cause us to become 
provoked with one another.  Sometimes our provocations 
are intentional, such as when young siblings mischievously 
think of ways to get each other “in trouble” with mom or 
dad.  On the other hand, sometimes we provoke one another 
without even intending to do so – it sometimes just happens 
because of our habits or behaviors which another person 
finds different or annoying. 
 
Soooo, isn’t it interesting that this scripture passage advises 
us to “provoke” one another?  Does this mean we are 
supposed to make each other angry? Or is there a more 
positive meaning of the word?  
 
The writer of Hebrews was quite intentional in using this 
strong word.  Some Bible versions use milder translations of 
the word, but the original Greek word is very strong and 
intense. Aside from provoke, it can also be translated as 
incite or stir up.  Surely most of us would agree that stir up 
or incite are also strong words, yes?  They are words which 
can have negative meanings (such as inciting a riot or 
stirring up trouble) or positive meanings (such as inciting 
laughter or stirring up good memories). The writer of 
Hebrews truly intends provoke in a positive way. We are to 
find ways to light a spark among each other toward love and 
good deeds and regular worship and fellowship together.  
We are to fill each other with strong feelings and emotions 
toward coming together in the name of our Lord! 
  
All that being said, the last couple of years have not been 
easy for coming together physically in meetings and in 
fellowship, have they?  The global pandemic has taken its 
toll.  Yes, we   have learned  new   online  
 

 
 
 
ways of meeting – but for most of us, this is just not the same 
as coming together in person to God’s house.  Digital 
communication is just not the same as being present 
physically in the church as the body of Christ.  There is a big 
difference!  
 
So, let us provoke one another toward coming back 
together to meet.  However, let us provoke one another in 
careful and concerned ways so that we do not provoke the 
continuance of the pandemic variants.  Let’s do our best to 
keep distance as necessary.  Please do not come if you are ill 
and have any inkling that you might be carrying symptoms.  
Furthermore, even if it might provoke a few, it is strongly 
advised by the medical professionals that everyone become 
vaccinated – this will protect yourself, your family, and 
others, and it is the caring and right thing to do. 
 
The Lord is blessing us in so many ways as we have many 
exciting things happening here at St. Paul.  We have a new 
confirmation class of 9 students beginning their first 
communion and confirmation training, plus we have 3 
eighth grade confirmation students continuing on for a total 
of 12 confirmation students.  We will celebrate our annual 
outdoor Jam Service (with worship at 10 AM rather than our 
normal 10:45 AM) on Sunday, October 17, including our 
annual Mexican Pile-On Luncheon following the service to 
support our Bible Camp Fund for our youth. We have a new 
member welcome class, which will meet the first four 
Sundays of October following worship for luncheons and a 
brief class – these new members will be introduced and 
received on October 31, Reformation Sunday.  Then on All 
Saints’ Sunday, November 7, our first-year confirmation 
group will receive their first holy communions during 
worship. 
 
Let’s all encouragingly provoke one another toward love and 
good works and meeting together in worship!  Online 
streaming will continue for those who need it, but may it not 
be an excuse for neglecting to meet together. 
 
 

                               Yours in Christ, 

       Pastor Fred Krebs  
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JAM SERVICE IN THE PARK 

 

The St. Paul Lutheran Church Evangelism Committee 

is hosting the fall Jam Service in the Park, on Sunday, 

October 17, beginning at 10:00 A.M. The musical 

service in the park has been a positive and uplifting 

community outreach event. The service will be 

broadcast on 102.5 and live-streamed on the St Paul 

Lutheran Facebook page. 

 

Bring a lawn chair or blanket for sitting on the grass, 

and beginning at 10:00 A.M., Pastor Krebs will lead us 

through the order of service, with Justin and Heather 

McFarland leading the music. Immediately after the 

jam service, the annual Mexican Pile-on Luncheon will 

be held in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

The parking spaces along the cable separating the 

parking lot from the playground will be reserved, like 

handicap parking, for those who would like to attend 

the service from the comfort of their vehicle. The 

Evangelism Committee is looking forward to your 

attendance at the 10:00 A.M. Jam Service in the Park 

on Sunday, October 17. 

 

MEXICAN PILE-ON LUNCHEON 

& JAM SERVICE 

 

It’s that time of year again for the 

Mexican Pile-On Luncheon.  This 

fundraiser is held each year to raise 

money to send our young people to church camp.  This 

year it will be held on Sunday, October 17th in the 

Fellowship Hall following the JAM Worship Service in 

the park.  A sign-up sheet will be placed on the table in 

the narthex for food donations.  It is only through your 

generosity that this event continues to be as successful 

as it has been.  Please take time to donate food and 

come enjoy a wonderful event that helps our youth 

attend camp.  

 

CAKES FOR CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 

 
With the completion of the stained-glass window 

project, it is time to address the missing Christmas 

lights.  With the difficulty in finding replacement 

bulbs, the church council has decided to replace the 

current lights with more cost efficient (and cooler) 

LED lights.  The estimated cost is $5200 and we 

already have $3500! We would like to get this finished 

before Christmas.   

 

Let’s have an old-fashioned cake auction to raise the 

rest! Following the Mexican Pile On, we will have a 

lively “Cakes for Christmas Lights” auction led by Jeff 

Owen, auctioneer extraordinaire. If you have a favorite 

dessert item to donate, please have it in the Parish Hall 

kitchen by Sunday morning of the auction. Call 

LeEster, 512-751-4497, if you have any questions!  

Thank you! 

 

CHRISTMAS LUMINARY NEWS 

 

The 2021 Journey to Bethlehem Drive-Thru Christmas 

Luminary is scheduled to be held December 12.  

The location is Fort Mason City Park, and the time is 

6:30 PM- 7:30 PM. More details will be shared as they 

become available. Admission is free. 

Respectfully submitted by the  

Luminary Publicity Committee 

 

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 

 Thank you to everyone who helped with the Fish 

Fry Fundraiser.  A total of $3,394.00 was received 

toward the 150th Anniversary Events. 

 Preparation for the 2022 Ministry Plan will begin 

in October and budget requests will be due to turn 

into the Stewardship Committee by October 14. 

 

ST. PAUL CELEBRATES OCTOBER 

BIRTHDAYS 

 

3 Tallon Eckert    

 4 Bobby Capps     

 5 Dreu Bearden 

 10 Raina Todd 

 12 Brooke Stockbridge 

 13 Reubin Ake 

  Mac Reichenau 

 14 Justin Yonker 

 15 June Durst 

  Denver Stockbridge 

 18 Jenna Jacoby 

  Hudson Terrell 

 20 Geraldine Geistweidt 

 21 Sue Stockbridge 

 22 Matt Hey 

  Connie Smith 

 23 Jaxson Reichenau 

 24 Ron Birk 

 26 Amy Capps 

  Baylee Owen 

  Walt Reichenau 

 27 Janette Tomlinson 

 30 Sherry Ake 

  
If your birthday or a family member’s birthday is not listed 

or is listed incorrectly, please let Deb Probst know @ 325-

597-2832 or dcprobst@hotmail.com. Thank you for helping 

us with this project.   

 

PREPARING FOR THE 2022 MINISTRY PLAN 
 

It is time for all Standing Committees to prepare 

budget requests for the coming year.  The Stewardship 

Committee will begin work on the 2022 Ministry Plan 

at a meeting on Monday, October 18.  Committees 

should submit their budget requests to the Church 

Office or Del Roy Reichenau, Stewardship Chair, by 

no later than Thursday, October 14.  The 2022 

Ministry Plan will be submitted to the Congregation 

Council at their November meeting. 

 

SEASONS OF CHANGE 

 

As we prepare to go into a new season of fall this next 

week, we look forward to the first cold front, bringing 

relief from hot weather.  As we move forward in the 

season of Pentecost in our church year, we look 

forward to continued growth and the joy of embracing 

change. 
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St. Paul is so very blessed to welcome new people and 

we sincerely welcome them to the body of Christ that 

is St. Paul.  It is very hard for me to have a wonderful 

older class of Sunday School students who have been 

so very faithful move on to Confirmation Sunday 

School where they will have the blessing of LeEster’s 

fabulous teaching and her awesome snacks.  Pastor and 

I will welcome a new Confirmation class and this will 

be a tremendous blessing.  One of the sweetest 

blessings of all is the formation of a youth choir under 

the direction of Kathy Krebs.  We have practice at 9 on 

Sunday mornings and are so thankful for the youth that 

are making this commitment.  Look forward to hearing 

from these joyful voices on the second Sunday of each 

month.  Lizzie McFarland is a tremendous blessing as 

the pianist for this new group. 

 

On Rally Day, the first Sunday of a new Sunday 

School year, we talked about a slogan we want to 

embrace: 

 

Don’t put Jesus in the back seat! 

The Driver’s Seat belongs to Him!!! 

Come one and all… 

YOU have a place at St. Paul! 

 

This year, we want Jesus in charge of our lives, as we 

follow Him and learn His teachings and His ways.  

Life will be a whole lot sweeter with Jesus in charge.  

There is a place for everyone, in the new choir, but 

also around our Sunday School tables, in our church 

pews, and at all the events that we are blessed to have 

as we return to as many activities as we safely can.  On 

September 12th, we began counting attendance.  On 

the first Sunday of January, 2022, we will recognize 

those Sunday School students that have exhibited 

faithful attendance. 

 

Come one and all… 

You have a place at St. Paul! 

 

As we move closer to our 150th anniversary, I can tell 

you that the best thing that has ever happened to me is 

being a faithful member of St. Paul Lutheran Church.  

I thank my wonderful parents, Gordon and Verena 

McMillan, who brought me to the baptismal font of St. 

Paul when I was 6 weeks old.  What some of you may 

not realize is that I grew up in Junction, Texas on a 

ranch my grandparents gave Mom and Dad as a 

wedding gift.  For the first 5 years of my life, my 

family attended St. Paul, driving over 100 miles each 

Sunday to worship in this glorious place.  I was very 

faithful in Sunday School, just as I am now in my 

teaching.  I went to class in one of the small rooms on 

the north side of the Children’s Church auditorium.  

My classmates and I, some who attend St. Paul now, 

learned those wonderful Bible stories, and had 

celebrations and birthday parties in the park on the 

north side of the Llano highway.  These were days 

filled with adventure, and as I reflect on these sweet 

memories, I thank my dear parents for choosing this 

church, this faith, and this opportunity as a Child of 

God to experience Jesus and His love.  I am so 

thankful that my adventure in faith, began and 

continues  in St. Paul Lutheran Church.  It has been a 

place of joy, growth, friendship, and renewal.  I have 

sat in its pews in my best days and in days of pain and 

loss.  But isn’t that the story of hardworking ancestors:  

dedication, moving forward through the years and 

seasons, and making a difference for eternity.  Thanks 

be to God!! 

 

I ask you to give to your children what my parents 

gave to me:  a faith foundation that is more precious 

than silver or gold and a safe place that will embrace 

them on life’s journey, whether it be good or bad.  

Thank you for bringing your greatest treasure, your 

precious children to us.  Let’s work hard, hand in hand, 

in the ministry of St. Paul, so someday, new 

generations will look at our history and say, “Job well 

done.” 

In Christ’s Love, Ann Mahnken 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR AUGUST 

Congregational Giving: $13,455.55 

Expenditures:  $22,666.67 

 

STEWARDSHIP DIRECTORY 
FOR October 

 
Lay Reader: Lynn Reichenau 

Communion Assistants: Deb Probst & Del Roy 

Reichenau 

Council Rep. on Duty:  Jeff Owen 

Bell Ringers:  Mark Lehmberg & Mike Goff 

Speaker System:  Bob Vacek and Mark Lehmberg  

Ushers: Mike Parrish, Youth, 

  Carolyn Loeffler, and Bert Mahnken 

Property Person on Duty: Gayland Thorn 

Acolytes: 

  (10/3) Cannon & Cason Jacoby  

  (10/10) Hannah McFarland 

  (10/17) Jaxson Reichenau 

  (10/24)  

  (10/31) 

Women’s Bible Study: 

Morning Bible Study (10:00 AM) 

  (First Wed. of Month) in the Fellowship Hall 

     Bible Study Leader: Cynthia Bauer 

     Hostess: Janette Tomlinson 

Evening Bible Study (5 PM – Third Tues. of  

  Month) in the Fellowship Hall 

Altar Guild: 

 Flower Chairman:  Nancy Brown 

 Parament Chairman:  Debbie Nebgen 

 Communion Chairman:  Sherry Schmidt 

Memorials: Church Office 347-5582  

 

We wish to thank those who have so graciously 

contributed their time and talents toward the ministry 

of St. Paul Lutheran Church. 
 

CHURCH DIRECTORY 

Rev. Fred Krebs                                                  Pastor  

Mrs. Heather McFarland            Church Administrator 

Mrs. Ann Mahnken       Youth Coordinator 

 

Church Office Hours: 

Mon.-Thurs.    8:30 A.M. – 4:00 P.M. 

(325)347-5582 (Office)           (325)347-8420 (Fax) 

Email: stpaulmason@gmail.com   

Website: www.stpaulmason.com 
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