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         The mission of St. Paul Lutheran Church is to hear, share, and proclaim the Word of God.        

 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

 
“Do not worry about anything, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 

requests be made known to God.”  
PHILIPPIANS 4: 6 

 
Dear Friends in Christ,  
 
There are always things in this world which cause us 
anxiousness and worry, aren’t there?  We are all 
concerned about ourselves, family members, friends, 
health, finances, jobs, schedules, natural disasters, world 
events, and the list can go on and on.  News media outlets 
thrive on reporting events which cause us to “tune in” or 
“click in” on our devices to know what is happening in the 
world—they depend on ratings of how many people are 
watching or listening.   
 
Over the last year and a half, we have felt much anxiety 
over the global COVID pandemic.  We made adaptations 
in our businesses, jobs, schools, health practices, 
schedules, church and community programs, travels, and 
even in our family lives and celebrations.  Some 
individuals and families have been affected to a greater 
or to a lesser degree than others.  Our hearts go out to 
those whose lives have been disrupted greatly in a variety 
of ways, especially to those who have lost good friends or 
loved ones, which has been the case for a large number 
of us.   
 
Yes, there has been much cause for anxiety and worry. 
These emotions can cripple our lives and daily activities.  
When we allow them to take over in our lives, they can 
even paralyze us in moving ahead with our daily lives and 
responsibilities. 
 
I have known several people who have lived to over the 
age of 100, one woman even to within days of her 105th 
birthday.  While genetics and life circumstances play 
strongly into longevity, our mindset may also play a role.  
A woman I now know, who just recently turned 100, has 
told folks for a number of years that she believes the 
secret to her long life has been in not worrying about too 
many things in life. I have heard her say that when she 
DID start worrying she would remind  herself that  it  did 
her no good to worry, so she might as well just turn it over 
to the Lord.  
 

 
 
 
In St. Paul’s words (above my greeting of this letter) from 
his Letter to the Church at Philippi, Paul admonished 
those early believers to not be worried about anything 
but to take all things to the Lord “by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving” (supplication means 
earnestly and humbly).  Paul was advising them that God 
would be with them in all circumstances, in both the best 
of times and the worst of times.  Paul was not just 
“talking the talk” but was truly “walking the walk” when 
he wrote these words.  Paul was in prison in Rome.  It may 
have been the last letter he wrote before he was most 
likely executed by the Roman government for 
proclaiming Jesus as Lord and for refusing to worship and 
bow down to the Roman emperor and the many gods of 
the empire.  From a human point of view, Paul had every 
reason to be anxious and worried, but he knew that God 
would be with him even unto death – and beyond!  Paul 
even continues on to say in the verse which follows this 
advice, “And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ 
Jesus.”  (Philippians 4: 7) 
 
As the school year has begun, we are at a better point 
with COVID concerns, as most adults in our county have 
received the vaccinations.  What lies ahead regarding 
variant strains and the possible need for a booster 
vaccine in coming months remains yet to be seen.  We 
still live with some concerns.  Yet our life in this world is 
never without concerns, and worry and anxiety will get us 
nowhere. 
 
On September 5, let’s be thankful as we celebrate labor 
and workers in worship. On September 12, Rally Day, let’s 
joyfully come together for Sunday School and worship to 
mark the beginning of a new Sunday School year.  On 
September 19, our nine new 7th grade confirmation 
students and three continuing 8th grade students and 
their parents are invited for lunch in the fellowship hall to 
plan this year’s confirmation program.  On September 26, 
we will celebrate in worship the completion of our stain 
glass windows restoration project!  Come and be blest! 
 

 
Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Fred Krebs 
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ENDINGS AND BEGINNINGS 

 

Think of what a circle means to you:  it can quickly 

be turned into a smiley face or a sun that brings 

warmth and life to the earth.  It really has no 

beginning or end.  That reminds me of the life in 

Christ that we teach in all the Seasons of the 

Church.  We are now in the long “Growing Season” 

of Pentecost, and even though we see change in 

temperatures, rainfall, activities and months, one 

thing remains constant:  God goes with us through 

all the changes and the opportunity to grow as 

people of faith is always possible.  As we 

experienced the “Blessing of Teachers and 

Students” last Sunday, my heart was filled with joy 

at the challenges and opportunities that are before 

us as a church.  What a precious group of people we 

recognized on Sunday:  Students who stand at the 

threshold of new learning adventures; Teachers who 

use their gifts to mold and transform the lives of 

their students; and parents who bring their greatest 

treasure to schools and churches for educational and 

spiritual growth. 

 

At the end of August, we will be back in school, 

and then in September, we experience the joy of 

beginning a new Sunday School year.  Consumers 

spend much time and money getting ready for 

public education.  I pray that we spend time and 

thought for how we get our children to Sunday 

School, worship, and activities of the church.  My 

mornings and evenings begin and end with time 

with the Lord.  The circle of my day’s activities is 

made richer by time spent serving my Lord and 

continual spiritual learning activities.  Here are 

some special upcoming events for St. Paul’s 

children: 

 

September 12th:  Rally Day for the beginning of our 

Sunday School year. 

 

All Sunday School classes will come together in the 

Children’s Church Auditorium to get ENERGiZED 

about growth as God’s children of all ages.  We will 

then go to the church for worship and to witness our 

two third grade girls, Abigail McFarland and Clara 

Schmidt receive their Bibles.  These two young 

ladies are the finest examples of faithfulness to our 

Sunday School program. 

 

A special Fall Blessing:  Kathy Krebs is working 

hard to form a youth choir at St. Paul.  This is one 

of the most exciting events, filled with opportunity 

and growth for St. Paul’s kids. 

 

September 19th:  Plans are being made to meet with 

present and new confirmands and their families.  I 

am truly blessed to help Pastor Fred in this 

endeavor as I am receiving way more than I give!  

Let’s make a new Sunday School Beginning, a 

celebration of third graders receiving Bibles, and 

Confirmation Classes resuming after the summer 

break, and the awesome possibility of a Youth 

Choir things we pray about, support, and look 

forward to.  Let’s embrace each of these as a 

possibility for growth for St. Paul’s Children.  Let 

our circle of life begin and end with our love of the 

Lord, our desire to know Jesus, and our growing as 

people of God. 

 

Round and round our activities go 

With Jesus at the center 

All of us will grow! 

 

   God has blessed us with a summer of abundant 

rainfall and cooler than normal temperatures for our 

daily activities.  Let us unite as a Church Body that 

will be a blessing through our presence, our 

enthusiasm, and our service. 

 

In Christ’s love,  

Ann Mahnken 

 

MORNING BIBLE STUDY 

 

Women of St Paul are invited to the startup of the 

Morning Bible Study gatherings again.  Lynn 

Reichenau will host the September 1 meeting at 

10:00am at her home, 1038 Ranch Rd 1871. 

We are studying a good series entitled “Fruit of the 

Spirit”.  This month’s lesson is “Joy”  (Luke 24:33-53) 

chapter 2 in the booklet, page 13. Leader is Alberta.  

 

MEXICAN PILE-ON 

LUNCHEON & JAM SERVICE 

 

It’s that time of year again for the 

Mexican Pile-On Luncheon.  This 

fundraiser is held each year to raise 

money to send our young people to church camp.  

This year it will be held on Sunday, October 17th in 

the Fellowship Hall following the JAM Worship 

Service in the park.  A sign-up sheet will be placed 

on the table in the narthex for food donations.  It is 

only through your generosity that this event 

continues to be as successful as it has been.  Please 

take time to donate food and come enjoy a wonderful 

event that helps our youth attend camp. 

 

AMERICAN AMATEUR PRESS 

ASSOCIATION 2020-21 LAUREATE 

 

Poetry: JoAnn Lindemann, Bittersweet, collection 

of poems in July 2020 bundle.  

 

“Bittersweet” a book of poetry written by JoAnn 

Lindemann, is still available for purchase. The book 

is edited and published by Dr. Carence Wolfshohl, 

El Grito de Lobo Press, in Fulton, Missouri. The 

cost per copy is $20. If you’re interested in buying a 

book, please text to 325-218-2483. 

 

CROSS TRAILS MINISTRY FALL FESTIVAL 

 

Raise funds to support the ministry at Camp 

Chrysalis and Ebert Ranch! Fredericksburg 

Marktplatz on September 18, 2021 from 9am- 3pm. 

Visit https://crosstrails.org/ways-to-give/fall-festival 

for more information. 

 

https://crosstrails.org/ways-to-give/fall-festival
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FOOD PANTRY MINISTRY UPDATE  

 

In the past, September and February have been the 

months for St. Paul Lutheran volunteers to serve at 

the food pantry.  We are now returning to the 

original monthly schedule for individual churches to 

serve but with more limited hours. For September, 

distribution will be on Monday afternoon, 

September 13 from 4PM to 5:30PM and on Monday 

afternoon, September 27 from 4PM to 5:30PM.   

 

All volunteers are still required to sign-in when they 

arrive to help, have their temperature checked, 

indicate if they have known contact with anyone 

with Covid and are required to wear a face mask 

during the operation of the food pantry.  Masks and 

gloves are provided.  

 

We are in need of 4 to 6 volunteers from St Paul to 

assist in food distribution on one or both Mondays.  

If you feel called to serve in this manner contact 

Mark Lehmberg at 347-2400 for further information 

and details.  A sign-up sheet will be available at the 

church narthex.   

 

PEACE! 

 

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 

 

 Fish Fry Fundraiser was discussed. 

 

 The Mexican Pile-on Luncheon, JAM 

Service, and Bring-a-Friend to church 

Sunday was scheduled for October 17. 

 

 Panoramic photo scheduled (2/13/22) and 

wooden cut-out memorabilia will be ordered 

for the 150th Anniversary Service. 

 

ST. PAUL CELEBRATES SEPTEMBER 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

1 Debbie Nebgen 

 Danny Gierisch 

 

2 Lori Allen      

 Diane Pence 

      

5 Levi Hofmann      

 Scott Zesch 

 

6 Harold Albers 

      Beverly Marek 

 

7 Minnie Schmidt 

 

8 Max Hey 

 

9 Gene Geistweidt 

      Chad Schmidt 

 

17 Holly Eckert 

 

18 Janice Bartlett 

 

 

21 Walton Grote 

     Bob Vacek 

 

24 Bricio Balderas 

 

27 Caeleb Carter 

 

29 Jerry Bearden 

  

If your birthday or a family member’s birthday 

is not listed or is listed incorrectly, please let 

Deb Probst know @ 325-597-2832 or 

dcprobst@hotmail.com. Thank you for helping 

us with this project.   

 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR JULY 
Congregational Giving: $20,392.39  

Expenditures:  $15,612.56 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP DIRECTORY 
FOR September 

 
Lay Reader: Merlina Gamel 

Communion Assistants: Hunter Wenzel  

Council Rep. on Duty: Merlina Gamel  

Bell Ringers:  Mark Lehmberg & Mike Goff 

Speaker System:  Bob Vacek and Mark Lehmberg  

Ushers:  John Gillespie, Chad Schmidt, 

  Cynthia Bauer, and Nancy Brown 

Property Person on Duty: Mark Lehmberg 

Acolytes: 

  (9/5)  

  (9/12) Jaxson Reichenau  

  (9/19) Hannah McFarland  

  (9/26) Jaxson Reichenau  

Altar Guild: 

 Flower Chairman:  Sherie Clarkson 

 Parament Chairman:  Connie Smith 

 Communion Chairman:  Bonnie Schmidt 

Women’s Bible Study: 

Evening Bible Study (10:00 AM) 

  (First Wed. of Month)  

     Bible Study Leader: Alberta Birk  

     Hostess: Lynn Reichenau 

Evening Bible Study (5 PM – Third Tues. of  

  Month) in the Fellowship Hall 

Memorials: Church Office 347-5582 
 

 

 

CHURCH DIRECTORY 

 

Rev. Fred Krebs                                               Pastor  

Mrs. Heather McFarland         Church Administrator 

Mrs. Ann Mahnken       Youth Coordinator 

 

Church Office Hours: 

Mon.-Thurs.    8:30 A.M. – 4:00 P.M. 

(325)347-5582 (Office)           (325)347-8420 (Fax) 

Email: stpaulmason@gmail.com   

Website: www.stpaulmason.com 

mailto:dcprobst@hotmail.com
mailto:stpaulmason@gmail.com

