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         The mission of St. Paul Lutheran Church is to hear, share, and proclaim the Word of God.       

 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

 
“See, I am making all things new.”  

REVELATION 21:5 
 

Dear Friends in Christ,  
 

There are many symbols and ideas in the Book of 
Revelation which we do not fully understand, but the 
idea that the LORD will one day make “all things new” is 
quite clear.  We cannot see that day yet, but we do know 
that our Lord Jesus Christ renews our lives each day.  We 
do know that at the beginning of each new day we can 
return to the cleansing waters of our Lord’s baptismal 
grace. By the power and direction of God’s Holy Spirit, we 
live in faith that our Lord will never leave or forsake us.  
We trust in God’s promises. 
 
As we approach the end of summer and the beginning of 
the school year, we see new things beginning to unfold.  
The COVID vaccines are cutting down on severe cases in 
our country. The numbers of people dying of the virus 
have diminished greatly.  In other parts of the world, the 
situation has worsened, but church and human aid 
organizations are working day and night to change this 
situation. We pray that the vaccines will soon make their 
way to all corners of the earth.  Our Lord’s command to 
love our neighbors will bring healing and renewal to the 
world, as we all learn to work together amidst the 
challenges of life. 
 
What great days we had in late July with the smaller 
children’s program which we ran in place of Vacation 
Bible School this year.  We thank all who helped staff, 
teach, and lead this program under the theme, Come, 
Follow Me, planned and directed by Ann Mahnken. We 
were all blessed by the children who came and pray that 
the program was a blessing for their parents and families 
as well. 
 
Now we get ready for NEW things to come!  “Children’s 
Church” has begun again and will continue the last 
Sunday of each month.  Children’s Sunday School is 
building momentum as it gears up for a great school year.  
The Junior Lutherans program will begin soon.  Youth 
group will meet on Wednesday evenings.  Confirmation 
class will begin again soon on Wednesday afternoon and 
Sunday mornings with possibly as many as 7 or 8 new 
students joining the already existing class of 3 older 
students.     

 
 
 
Our adult programs have also begun anew and are 
building up again.  The Sunday “Owls” class has been 
meeting for many months and is now studying the Book 
of Acts.  The Sunday “Young Adults Class” took a summer 
break but is getting ready to meet again very soon with 
the theme Sabbath as Resistance:  Saying NO to the 
Culture of NOW.  New students are always welcome!  
Choir and special music groups will meet and practice 
anew as scheduled by musicians. 
 
Our St. Paul Women’s Monthly Bible Study groups have 
also been meeting again.  Our St. Paul Men’s Breakfast 
group has been meeting anew for a number of months – 
always the third Tuesday of each month, with 
conversation and cooking at 6:30 AM and breakfast 
followed by a devotion and prayer requests at 7 AM.  (We 
meet with the First United Methodist men the second 
Wednesday of each month at the same time.)  Our 
committees too are meeting again. 
 
Our annual fish fry will resume Sunday, August 29, 
following worship.  Contributions will go toward 
expenses relating to our St. Paul 150th Anniversary 
celebration in 2022!  (Please read LeEster Burch’s article 
for more details.) 
   
We hope that everyone took some time for renewal this 
summer, whether away or just slowing down a bit.  In 
Mason we are fortunate that we did not need to 
completely close down all in-person programs during the 
height of the COVID pandemic like many communities 
had to do.  For the most part, our social distancing and 
wearing of masks in “close” social encounters seems to 
have worked fairly well.  Our school district did well in 
keeping “in-person” school going for most of the year 
with a minimal number of cases – we pray and hope that 
the new school year will go well also.  Let us not forget 
those individuals and families here and in other places for 
whom the pandemic caused many more concerns. 
 
We pray for God’s “newness” whatever the “new 
normal” may prove to be.  One day our LORD will make 
“ALL things new”!  Let’s live faithfully! 
 
Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Fred Krebs 
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SUMMER OF 2021….A TIME OF FUN! 

As I am about to share my thoughts with my church 

family regarding youth, these beautiful lyrics float 

through my mind and heart….”Count your 

blessings; name them one by one…Count your 

MANY blessings-SEE WHAT GOD HAS 

DONE!!!” 

 

Our response should be “Thanks be to God!”  For 

He has been by our side as we came through the 

dark days of the COVID crises, provided a vaccine, 

and has given us the freedom to return to many 

worship opportunities.  Sundays have always been a 

day of worship and basking in the glow of God’s 

love, but this year, to be reunited in the sanctuary of 

St. Paul with my brothers and sisters in Christ,  is a 

reason for counting my blessings and being 

thankful.  In moving forward, I pray that we will all 

be filled with new energy to serve the church we 

love and to be a part of the ministry of serving our 

Lord in thanksgiving for all we have been given.  

Yesterday, as we sat together in Sunday School, we 

studied the story of Peter raising Dorcas from the 

dead.  When I was first at St. Paul, one of the 

ladies’ circles was named the Dorcas circle.  How 

fitting that was for Dorcas to be a mentor for ALL 

of us.  Dorcas, a simple woman, made an enormous 

impact on her community by always doing kind 

things for others and helping the poor, by making 

coats and other garments.  When she died, the room 

was filled with mourners, very likely many of the 

people she had helped.  God uses great preachers 

like Peter and Paul, but He also uses those who 

have gifts of kindness like Dorcas.  I see this in so 

many of our members.  Don’t ever think, adults and 

kids, that you are not gifted enough to serve.  

Remember Dorcas, a face of the faith, and rather 

than wishing you had other gifts, make GOOD 

USE of the gifts God has given YOU!!  May God 

bless the ladies who volunteer in the thrift shop and 

provide clothing to God’s children and their 

families.  The point of telling this story is to 

encourage participation in Sunday School.   

 

Studying stories together makes our lives so much 

richer.  Please bless your children by bringing them 

at 9:30 each Sunday to explore the treasure God has 

given us:  His Word. 

 

One of my special blessings is the time spent in 

Children’s Church.  Our facility is perfect for this 

ministry and I am indeed thankful for our beautiful 

auditorium and the youth and children that worship 

there on the last Sunday of each month.  Yesterday, 

as I listened to Dan, Joe, and Pastor share their gifts, 

I thanked God for Dan and Judith Barton and how 

they provided our lovely puppet house that blesses 

us time and again.  Our Sunday School and 

Confirmation girls are becoming very good at using 

the puppets to draw all of us into worship on the last 

Sunday.  The gifts of a simple carpenter named 

Joseph and years later, the Barton’s have drawn 

many to the faith.  Thanks be to God!  Our summer 

Children’s Church theme is “Jesus, Our Good 

Shepherd” and our puppets are a lamb named 

Goodness and a sheepdog named Mercy.  They 

draw our attention to these following powerful 

summer stories:  

 

July:  Jesus Feeds 5,000 people; August:  Jesus 

Tells about a Sower; September:  Jesus Tells about 

a Lost Son; October:  Jesus Appears to Mary in the 

Garden (returning to our first Face of the Faith since 

Easter to close out the Good Shepherd series).  It is 

such a joy in Children’s Church to see the 

leadership roles of the older kids, nurturing and 

leading the younger ones to the Lord! 

 

One of the true blessings of summer will be the 

summer event, “We are Called to Follow Jesus” that 

we are doing in July (26-29) for St. Paul’s kids.  

Talk about a group that have stepped up to work:  

Decoration of Stage:  Mary Schmidt & Ann 

Mahnken; Music:  Pastor Fred & Kathy; Crafts:  

Linda Geistweidt & Bridget Langdale; Drama:  Ann 

Mahnken and Confirmation Kids; Preparation in all 

areas:  Heather McFarland;  Childcare:  Mary Lou  

Morquecho;  and Snacks: LeEster Burch.  If you 

want a model of exciting participation in church 

life, watch these folks!!!  

 

In closing, I am so very thankful for the 

opportunities I wrote about and I extend to all an 

invitation, as we look toward our 150th 

Anniversary, to know and be a part of the exciting 

work of St. Paul. 

 

In Christ’s love, 

Ann Mahnken 

 

FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT 

Thursday, July 29 @7pm. 

Bring your beach towels 

and lawn chairs. Snacks 

provided! 

 

ANNUAL FISH FRY 

Join us after church, August 29. 

Catfish with all the fixins will be 

served. Donations will help fund 

the 150th Anniversary events. To-

go containers will be available. 

Cookies will be provided; however, homemade 

desserts are also welcome if you wish to bake. 

 

TIME FOR TATOR SALAD!  
Join us to peel, chop and assemble 

the potato salad for the Fish Fry! 

Bring a sharp paring knife on 

Saturday, August 28, at 8:30 a.m. 

Many hands make for light work! 

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 

All hands on deck to set up 

and decorate the Parish 

Hall for our first big social: 

The Fish Fry!  

See you Saturday, August 28, at 9:00 a.m. 
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COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 

 Discussed set-up for the Fish Fry Fundraiser, 

August 29th. 

 All necessary funds for the completion of the 

Stained Glass Window Project have been 

received.  

 Funds for the Fish Fry Fundraiser have been re-

designated towards the 150th Anniversary events. 

 

CHURCH SANCTUARY DOORS  
All exterior sanctuary doors have had locks 

installed, providing the capability to secure the 

building, if needed. There will not be a change in 

the current procedure of an open sanctuary. 

THANK YOU to Richard and Joan Lindley for 

donating the funds to cover this cost. 

 

ST. PAUL CELEBRATES AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

 

1 Jay Marek 

Janet Willmann 

4 Austin Habecker 

Coleman Swafford 

6 T. Martin Parrish 

9 Charles Geistweidt 

10 Nelda Rasco 

11 Penny Ruthven 

13 Sheri Jordan 

14 Kirsten Allen 

Vera Lynn Marin 

16 Helen Habecker 

18 Larry Wright 

20 Sharon Swafford 

21 Del Roy Reichenau 

22 Velma Gierisch 

 Kate Gillespie 

23 Mike Smith 

24 Staci Habecker 

 Billy Todd 

 Mike Goff 

28 Carlton Schmidt 

29 Noah Sparks 

31 Pastor Fred Krebs 
 

If your birthday or a family member’s birthday is not listed or 

is listed incorrectly, please let Deb Probst know @ 325-597-

2832 or. Thank you for helping us with this project.   

 

STEWARDSHIP OF OUR LEISURE TIME 
I commend enjoyment, for there is nothing better for people 

under the sun than to eat, and drink, and enjoy themselves, for 

this will go with them in their toil through the days of life that 

God gives them under the sun. Ecclesiastes 8:15 

Busy-ness keeps us from living with joy and peace 

in today’s 24/7 world, but Scripture reminds us that 

this is hardly new. Ecclesiastes was written some 

2,500 years ago! Ecclesiastes does not give license 

for mindless pleasure-seeking, but rather affirms 

that our hard work should be balanced with time for 

relaxation and enjoyment with friends and family.  

Saints and mystics have long touted the need for 

rest and renewal. In the monastic tradition it’s 

referred to as otium sanctum – Holy Leisure. Not 

just wasting our free time, but using it for renewal. 

As steward/disciples, we aim to use our leisure time 

wisely. Here are some ideas: 

Keep the Sabbath: God actually commands us to 

stop working one day per week, as Exodus 20:8-11 

makes clear. But there is no prohibition against 

leisure. (Why else would God give us a day off?)   

Plan your vacation: Even if you’re taking a 

STAYcation, plan your time for maximum rest and 

enjoyment. 

Manage your schedule: Are you a slave to your 

appointment book, driven by other people’s 

priorities? Put yourself first – scheduling in time for 

leisure. Even if it’s just 30 minutes here and there! 

Find an activity you like: What do you do just for 

you? Discover – or REdiscover – what brings you 

joy, then make time to do it. 

Socialize: Friends and family make life enjoyable. 

Spend time with them.  

Invest, don’t waste, time: Many activities pass the 

time but don’t give back much in renewal or 

refreshment. Choose activities wisely.  

God expects us to work, but not work ourselves to 

death. Sabbath and leisure time provide means for 

us to find balance in our life, as well as friendship, 

love, renewal and purpose. 

--Rob Blezard 
Copyright © 2018, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by permission. Pastor Blezard serves as pastor of St. 

Paul Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, Maryland, and works as content editor for 

www.stewardshipoflife.org. He blogs at www.thestewardshipguy.com. 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR JUNE 
Congregational Giving: $19,221.55 

Expenditures:  $20,134.11 

 

STEWARDSHIP DIRECTORY 
FOR August 

Lay Reader: Joe Keller 

Communion Assistants: Jeff Owen & Mark 

Lehmberg 

Council Rep. on Duty: Merlina Gamel  

Bell Ringers:  Mark Lehmberg & Mike Goff 

Speaker System:  Bob Vacek & Mark Lehmberg  

Ushers:  Hunter Wenzel, Justin Yonker, 

    and Mike Goff 

Property Person on Duty: Mike Goff 

Acolytes: 

  (8/1) Jaxson Reichenau 

  (8/8) Hannah McFarland 

  (8/15)  

  (8/22) Jaxson Reichenau 

  (8/29)  

Altar Guild: 

 Flower Chairman:  Paulette Keller 

 Parament Chairman:  Kassi Reichenau 

 Communion Chairman:  Helen Habecker 

Memorials: Church Office 347-5582  

 

CHURCH DIRECTORY 

Rev. Fred Krebs                                               Pastor  

Mrs. Heather McFarland         Church Administrator 

Mrs. Ann Mahnken       Youth Coordinator 
 

Church Office Hours: 

Mon.-Thurs.    8:30 A.M. – 4:00 P.M. 

(325)347-5582 (Office)           (325)347-8420 (Fax) 

Email: stpaulmason@gmail.com   

Website: www.stpaulmason.com 

http://www.stewardshipoflife.org/
file:///C:/Users/rblezard/AppData/Sharron/Downloads/www.thestewardshipguy.com
mailto:stpaulmason@gmail.com

