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         The mission of St. Paul Lutheran Church is to hear, share, and proclaim the Word of God.     

 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

 
“Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his 

benefits.” Psalm 103: 2 
 

Dear Friends in Christ,  
 
While we all still have many questions about the global 
COVID pandemic, perhaps it made us think about a few 
things we should never take for granted.  Before the 
pandemic, we may have complained about going to 
meetings, but now, after many computer ZOOM 
meetings, I think most of us will say we would much 
rather be at worship or at a meeting in person.  While 
some students may not have liked going to their schools 
and classrooms each day before the pandemic, most are 
now saying that they would rather be in a classroom with 
direct interaction. Before the pandemic, travel to a 
wedding, a reunion, or a funeral may have felt a bit time-
consuming, but now most of us must feel that being 
together physically to laugh, cry, shake hands, converse, 
and hug is very important.   For some of us, who were 
used to gathering with a crowd somewhere for 4th of July 
firework displays, we were reminded that our patriotism 
must sometimes be expressed by temporarily curtailing 
personal freedoms for the greater good of all.  Many folks 
have taken the responsible decision to experience the 
inconvenience of vaccinations in order to protect both 
themselves and others so that we can all together 
experience the blessings and gifts of life in community 
again.   
 
July is often a time for the blessings of trips and family 
reunions. Many folks can travel more freely now than we 
were able to do a year ago. Masks are still required in 
airports and on planes, but otherwise things are getting 
back to normal.  
  
July is for special recreation, like water sports which cool 
and renew us. The word recreation really means “re-
creation” --- to be created anew.  Are you taking some 
time with your family and friends, some time to be re-
created? 
 
Children’s Sunday School is now into “full swing”!  
Children’s Church began again on June 27 and will 
continue every fourth Sunday.  What a blessing for the 
children of our congregation as they are nurtured in their 
faith in our Lord by the great planning of our Christian 
Education staff. 
 
 

 
In place of VBS this year, a smaller, “in house” St. Paul 
summer program is being planned for our children.  “We 
Have Been Called by Jesus” is the theme, and this 
program will take place Monday, July 26, through 
Thursday, July 29.  (Please read Ann Mahnken’s article for 
more details.) 
 
The Owls Adult Class is studying the Book of Acts on 
Sundays.  All adults are invited. The Young Adults Class 
will resume meeting when school starts, and their study 
theme will be “Sabbath as Resistance--Saying No to the 
CULTURE OF NOW” (a book by pastoral theologian 
Walter Brueggemann).  
 
I recently returned from a trip to Ohio and Pennsylvania.  
On June 13 and June 20, Kathy and I worshipped in her 
home congregation, St. Paul, of Upper Sandusky, Ohio, 
where her mom’s funeral was held in January with only a 
few masked family members present due to COVID 
concerns.  Kathy and I helped her family go through their 
mother’s house and belongings. I then traveled to my 
home area of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, to visit my 
brother and cousins, worshiping at Faith Lutheran Church 
on June 27.  In both congregations, I felt renewed and 
uplifted by word and sacrament.  (Many THANKS to those 
leaders who filled in for me here!)  On July 20, I must fly 
back to Ohio to help Kathy drive back to Texas. We will 
return before Sunday. 
 
We never know what surprises may come our way in life.  
There were several surprises during our trip.  One very 
serious surprise was when the relatively healthy 39 year-
old husband of Kathy’s niece (they have two young 
children) went into cardiac arrest after taking a doctor 
prescribed medication which caused a severe allergic 
reaction. We were all praying fervently each day for 
Jeremiah while he was in intensive care.  We are thankful 
to the Lord that he is finally home. Prayers continue. 
 
Unexpected surprises and changes in life are sometimes 
wonderful and at other times quite painful. Yet the Lord 
of the cross and resurrection is continually present with 
all of us, forever!  Be “re-created” in our Lord this 
summer!   
 
 
Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Fred Krebs 
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REPORT OF THE 2021 SYNOD ASSEMBLY 
Pastor Krebs, Cynthia Bauer and I attended the 

Southwestern Texas Synod Assembly on June 5-6.  

Meeting digitally, it was a new experience for most 

attendees.  (Thank goodness for Heather, who 

managed to help with the technology!) The theme 

was “LIVE Expectantly LOVE Abundantly”, the 

focus being on the story of the Woman at the Well 

(John 4). 

 

Included were the usual elections to offices and 

positions, as well as the approval of the annual 

budget.  We heard news from many leaders in the 

church and most echoed the same message: Faith 

means remaining open to change and sometimes 

change is difficult. There is a feeling of safety in 

continuing the do things the same way.  However, 

times are changing everywhere. 

 

The ELCA is reflecting what we are witnessing in 

our lives (and in our communities, schools and 

churches).  Cultural diversity is here to stay and we 

are all called to support others, regardless of culture. 

Mason has always done an incredible job of 

meeting the needs of others. Whether through 

natural disaster or disease or accident, we are there 

with our hands, finances and prayers. 

 

But there is always more to do.  Did you know that 

AMMPARO (one of the designated recipients of the 

Synod Assembly offering) is a program that offers 

training to migrants who are returned to their home 

countries? Most families interviewed did not want 

to make the long and dangerous trek to the United 

States.  Often shunned after reintegration, these 

families are provided with job opportunities and 

sometimes seed money to get a business going that 

will support themselves. This is what is called a 

“win-win”! 

 

As a member of St. Paul Lutheran, I am proud to 

see all the cross-cultural support in our hometown.  

We are not where we were, and we are not where 

we want to be, but we are working in the right 

direction. God’s Work. Our Hands in Action. 

      

Sincerely, 

LeEster Burch 

 

DIVE DEEP INTO GOD’S WORD 

 

I have ALWAYS made extra Bible Study a summer 

priority because of a less rigid schedule.  I cannot 

understand why some churches suspend Sunday 

School in the summer months.  I feel like our Lord 

is available to us 12 months of the year and I want 

to give our kids the opportunity to learn more about 

the faith.  We are doing well in our Sunday School 

program and Children’s Church resumes the last 

Sunday of June.  So far, the faces of the faith that 

we have studied since Easter are Mary Magdalene, 

Nicodemus, and Peter.  On Father’s Day, we took a 

2 week break into the Old Testament to study a very 

special father, Abraham. 

In Children’s Church, we will begin a 5 month 

study in June.  Our theme is “Jesus Provides NOW 

and FOREVER!”  In June, we focus on how Jesus 

cares for us with these words from the 23rd Psalm, 

“The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want”.  Our 

message will be “Jesus is the Good Shepherd.”  By 

the end of October, we plan on memorizing the 23rd 

Psalm.  Lamb and sheepdog puppets, named 

Goodness and Mercy, will delight us each month!!! 

 

An added opportunity to “dive deep” into God’s 

word will come the last week of July.  All St. Paul 

kids are invited to a summer learning event.  It will 

take place July 26-29 from 9 to 11.  Staff will be 

Ann Mahnken in charge of story of the day; Pastor 

Fred and Kathy in charge of music; Linda 

Geistweidt in charge of crafts; and LeEster Burch in 

charge of snack.  This is a NOT to be missed event 

to help your children grow with the theme “I Have 

Been Called to Follow Jesus.” 

 

This is what St. Paul’s Summer Gathering will look 

like each day: 

 

1. Begin at 9 in the Children’s Church auditorium 

to tell the stories of Noah, Moses, Calling the 

Disciples, and the Healing Power of Jesus.  As 

you can see, we will study both the Old and 

New Testaments.  

2. Go to the sanctuary for music with Kathy and 

Pastor Fred. 

3. Have a yummy snack break with Miss LeEster. 

4. On Tuesday and Thursday, we will do a craft.  

On Monday and Wednesday, Miss Ann & the 

older kids will do a Bible Challenge group.   

5. Pick up will be from the Fellowship Hall at 11. 

 

There is no greater summer event than to  

DIVE DEEP into God’s word on Sunday  

and at the end of July event. 

In the abc’s of summer events, f is for fireflies. 

God made the Fireflies 

light up the night, 

a flash and a flicker— 

His love is so bright! 

But let’s add faith to the summer fun… 

Summer means EVERYTHING to me! 

I am happy and carefree!!!! 

I love Jesus, this I know! 

My summer plan is to let my faith grow! 

 

In Christ’s love, Ann Mahnken 
 

ST PAUL LUTHERAN HISTORICAL NOTE 

 

Our eighth called pastor was "one of a kind" being 

born in Alsace-Lorraine France/Germany and a 

former missionary to Brazil representing the 

Lutheran Church in Canada.  He was ordained in 

Canada 8-22-1901, and married Elisbeth Elert 

(same age as he 23) in 1902.  She was from 

Hannover, Germany. Four of their five children 

were born in Espirito Santo province, 300 miles 

north east of the capital of Rio de Janeiro.  They 

spoke German and Portugese.   
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Pastor Peter was in Mason three years, 1917-May 

1920, during World War I when English replaced 

German during the war at least for Sunday School 

and confirmation classes.  One confirmation class 

was taken to Fredericksburg for a picture since there 

was no photographer in Mason at that time.  The 

pastor had a great sense of humor; climbing a pecan 

tree, helping place tin cans on a Model T in helping 

a couple celebrate a wedding anniversary.   

World War I was a time of sadness for the 

community and the church with language being one 

heated issue.  "Perhaps the injection of humor at the 

proper moment, was Pastor's method of alleviating 

pain during these unhappy days."  Noted a local 

Lutheran writer in St. Paul's THE STORY OF A 

CENTURY PAGE 64.       

Pastor Peter and family moved to North Dakota 

near Fargo, where he was pastor in several 

places.  He and his wife are buried in Buffalo 

Cemetery, Cass County, North Dakota west of 

Fargo.  Two of the Peter boys settled in Houston 

and are buried in Forest Park Lawndale cemetery.   

 

--H Charles Eckert, Parish History Committee   

 

TEXT GIVE TO 325-230-0777 

 

Follow the link and complete the one-time form, 

which includes your phone number, to complete 

your donation. After this step is completed, save 

this number in your contacts and simply text your 

offering amount to this number. 

 

SCAN THE QR CODE  
 

Download our church app for 

another giving method or to view 

our calendar. You may also visit 

www.stpaulmason.com/give for 

online giving.  

 

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 

 

 Reminders will be placed in the bulletin, 

proclaimer, and livestreaming regarding 

alternative giving methods.  

 

 Special thank you to Joe Keller for all of the 

recent electrical and light replacement work 

he has completed.  

 

 Stained Glass Window Fund update: 

$121,762 received with $6,380 to be 

collected from remaining pledges. 

 

ANNUAL FISH FRY 

St. Paul Lutheran’s Annual Fish Fry will be held 

Sunday, August 29th immediately following the 

worship service.  Plans are to serve fried catfish, 

potato salad, beans, hush puppies and a drink for a 

free-will offering.  Dress will be casual for the day.  

We encourage everyone to mark their calendar to 

attend. 

ST. PAUL CELEBRATES JULY BIRTHDAYS 

 
1 Awbrey Kothmann 

3 Amber Hengst 

6 Carl Martin 

 Katherine Groves 

7 Barbara Wright 

9 Jaden Mun 

10 Jeff Owen 

15 Ann Mahnken 

17 Clara Schmidt 

20 Donna Langehennig 

21 Grant Stockbridge 

24 Chad Eckert 

27 Merlina Gamel 

28 Joyce Ewert 

 Dylan Starks 

29 Ray Starks 

 Michelle Mun 

31 Kensley Reese Nebgen 

 
If your birthday or a family member’s birthday is not 

listed or is listed incorrectly, please let Deb Probst know 

@ 325-597-2832 or dcprobst@hotmail.com. Thank you 

for helping us with this project.   

 

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR MAY 
Congregational Giving: $13,730.32 

Expenditures: $17,790.65 
 
 

STEWARDSHIP DIRECTORY 
FOR July 

 
Lay Reader: St. Paul Youth 

Communion Assistants: Garrett Allen and 

 Gene Geistweidt 

Council Rep. on Duty: Lisa Atchison 

Bell Ringers:  Mark Lehmberg and Mike Goff 

Speaker System:  Bob Vacek and Mark Lehmberg  

Ushers: Teddy Ray Doyal, Joe Keller,  

Cynthia Bauer, and Janette Tomlinson 

Property Person on Duty: Jerry Bearden  

Acolytes: 

  (7/4) Hannah McFarland 

  (7/11)  

  (7/18) Jaxson Reichenau 

  (7/25) Carlton Schmidt 

Altar Guild: 

 Flower Chairman:  Nancy Brown 

 Parament Chairman:  Debbie Nebgen 

 Communion Chairman:  Sherry Schmidt 

Memorials: Church Office 347-5582  

 
 

CHURCH DIRECTORY 

Rev. Fred Krebs                                                  Pastor  

Mrs. Heather McFarland            Church Administrator 

Mrs. Ann Mahnken       Youth Coordinator 

Church Office Hours: 

Mon.-Thurs.    8:30 A.M. – 4:00 P.M. 

(325)347-5582 (Office)           (325)347-8420 (Fax) 

Email: stpaulmason@gmail.com   

Website: www.stpaulmason.com 

http://www.stpaulmason.com/give
mailto:dcprobst@hotmail.com
mailto:stpaulmason@gmail.com

