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         The mission of St. Paul Lutheran Church is to hear, share, and proclaim the Word of God.     
    

 

 

 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK: 
 

“…As they were eating, he took bread, and blessed, and 
broke it, and gave it to them, and said, ‘Take; this is my 
body.’ And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks 
he gave it to them, and they all drank of it. And he said 
to them, ‘This is my blood of the covenant….’” 
                         ( Mark 14: 22-24) 
 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
The Lord’s Supper has many names – holy communion, 
sacrament of the altar, the holy meal, God’s meal, the 
last supper, heavenly feast, and the list can go on.  I like 
the name “holy communion” the best because it reminds 
us that we are all called to come together as God’s 
community of faith to celebrate this meal.   
 
While many in our congregation have come back to our 
church sanctuary to receive holy communion (practicing 
some social distancing and special care in sharing the 
elements), others have not received this blessed meal 
since pandemic restrictions began last year.  As more 
folks receive immunizations and risk factors go down, we 
look forward to seeing more folks returning.  Yet many 
have not received both immunizations yet.  Therefore, 
while we look forward with joy to many returning to in-
person worship, we ask everyone to be sensitive to those 
who may still need a bit more caution for themselves or 
loved ones.   Holy Week might be a good time for 
returning.  
 
Maundy Thursday falls on April 1 this year. As always, we 
will remember the evening when Jesus washed the 
disciples’ feet and gave them his mandate to love one 
another as he loved them (as recorded in John’s gospel).  
Then we will remember how he blessed them with the 
new meal of blessing of his continuing real presence and 
his sacrificial love, mercy, and grace (as recorded by 
Matthew, Mark, and Luke). Maundy Thursday 
communion worship will be at 6:30 PM, April 1.  The 
symbols will be the bread and cup, as we continue in our 
2021 Lent theme,  “What do I See at Calvary?” We will 
continue our current practice of coming up the center 
aisle to receive the sacrament.  
 

 
 
 
Good Friday service of light and darkness on April 2 will 
also begin at 6:30 PM.  Our symbols, as we meditate on 
the meaning of our Lord’s sacrificial death on cross at the 
Hill of Calvary, will be the whip, thorns, hammer, nails, 
and rope. 
 
Resurrection Easter Day, April 4, will begin with the yearly 
children’s egg hunt. Our confirmation youth and high 
school youth will help our Sunday School staff to get 
everything ready.   
 
Our church bell will ring for resurrection worship 
promptly at 9:40 AM! As we greet each other with happy 
Easter greetings, let’s also proclaim the greeting of the 
early Christians: “Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! 
Alleluia!”  The Lord’s angels at the empty tomb 
announcing Christ’s victory over death will lift our hearts 
and souls to rise from a year of fear, questions, concerns, 
challenges, and adaptations into God’s new life and hope 
for us and for the world!    
 
Before and during Holy Week, our faithful St. Paul Altar 
Guild will be preparing the paraments, banners, symbols, 
and decorations.  We thank them for their constant 
dedication which always beautifies the sanctuary and 
aids us in worship. 
 
We will continue placing the offering plate in the center 
of the cross aisles.  Remember that offerings may also be 
given online or at the office. This spring and early summer 
the renovation of the stained glass windows will be 
finished, and we only have a little way to go to completely 
pay for this important project! We thank all who give so 
generously. 
 
Sunday online services will continue, especially for those 
who need them.  We look forward for as many as are 
ready to come back in-person carefully.  2022 is St. Paul’s 
150th anniversary year.  Let’s pray for a great resurrection 
victory celebration over “sin, death, and the power of the 
devil” as we continue in Christ’s mission together on into 
the future! 
 

In our Lord’s Grace & Peace & Love, 

Pastor Fred Krebs 
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LUTHERAN MISSIONARIES TO TEXAS 
     

The German Lutherans, some 7,000, arrived with 

the Adelsverein Society during the period of the 

Texas Republic and the statehood of Texas in 1845. 

The Society had been organized to bring Germans 

to a new land of opportunity. At first there were no 

Lutheran pastors here, so many were converted to 

the Methodist faith because of circuit riders in 

southeast Texas and the Hill Country.  

 

Two of five Lutheran pastors who arrived in Texas 

in 1851 after graduating from St. Chrishona school 

near Basel, Switzerland came to Fredericksburg 

helping organize Zion Lutheran there. Rev. John C 

Roehm (1822-1902) and Rev. Philipp Fred 

Zizelmann came from Fredericksburg, 1852-1855 to 

visit the Germans along the Llano River at Castell, 

Leiningen, Schoenburg and Llano, as well as up the 

river and Fort Mason. They walked the 40+ miles or 

rode a donkey. Details are given in vol. I of our 

church history, THE FIRST ONE HUNDRED 

YEARS. This includes these "wandering shepherds" 

feeding or "sharing" their food with starving 

Indians, and receiving the gift of a pair of shoes 

from Mr. John Keller, a Roman Catholic, at the 

store on the Llano River for some comfort on the 

walk back to Fredericksburg.  

 

There is a fifteen year span between 1855-1870 

when the German colonists went to Zion Lutheran 

in Fredericksburg for baptisms, confirmations, plus 

marriages and funerals. That changed in Advent 

1870 with the coming of the first resident pastor, 

Rev. Ernest Huber, who organized St. Paul 

Lutheran, Feb. 15, 1871.       

--H Charles Eckert 

 

SOUTHWESTERN TEXAS SYNOD 

ASSEMBLY  
 

THE 2021 DIGITAL SOUTHWESTERN TEXAS 

SYNOD ASSEMBLY will be held Friday, June 4 

through Sunday, June 6.  LeEster Burch, Cynthia 

Bauer, and Pastor Krebs will be our St. Paul 

delegates.  Non-voting visitors from congregations 

are invited to attend via Facebook Live at 

https://www.facebook.com/swtsynod.  

 

The theme is “Live Expectantly, Love Abundantly”, 

with a focus on the story of the Samaritan woman at 

the well.  

 

The assembly offering will go to support the work 

of AMMPARO (Accompanying Migrant Minors 

with Protection, Advocacy, Representation, and 

Opportunities) and LIRS (Lutheran Immigration 

and Refugee Service). AMMPARO is the ELCA 

strategy to accompany children and families today 

and in the future who are forced to flee their 

communities and was adopted in 2016. For 

additional information you may visit 

www.elca.org/ammparo. Our St. Paul Congregation 

Council will discuss at its April 12 meeting ways in 

which our congregation may contribute toward this 

fund. 

EASTER IN MY HAND 

 

I am sooo thankful to be back at Sunday School 

with the kids I love so dearly and the subject matter 

that is like no other! We have finished our Lenten 

journey, but the lessons we learned are truly life-

changing. Remember the rainbow that God revealed 

to Noah after the flood. It was God’s promise to 

Noah and his family that there would never be a 

flood to destroy the earth again. This year, we have 

been, once again, like Noah through change and 

loss. But in Easter, we receive God’s promise that 

we are free from the power of sin and death. We 

studied objects that led us to the cross during Lent. 

This month, I will give the Sunday School children 

an Easter Egg with a package of skittles inside. 

Think of the skittles as another rainbow….an Easter 

rainbow in your hand. 

 

There’s a rainbow in my hand 

full of colors that are bright. 

They remind me of my Savior 

who was born on Christmas night. 

 

He left His throne in heaven 

to forgive the sins of man. 

The candy in your egg 

will reveal His mighty plan. 

 

The PURPLE one reminds me 

of the sin that’s in my heart. 

It separated God from man 

and drove them both apart. 

 

The RED reminds me 

of the blood that Jesus lost 

when He went upon the hill  

and died upon the cross. 

 

Then Sunday morning came 

and the stone was rolled away. 

By the ORANGE light of sunrise 

Christ arose on Easter Day. 

 

GREEN is the color of the 

new life in the spring. 

It tells me of the new life 

that knowing Jesus brings. 

 

YELLOW is the color of 

the gold that lines the street 

to Heaven up above 

when Jesus we will meet. 

 

The rainbow (skittles) in my hand says 

that Jesus died for ME. 

The Savior in my life says 

That now my heart is free! 

 

Bring your kids to Sunday School from 9:30 to 

10:30 each Sunday as we continue the journey 

with Jesus.  

In His Amazing Grace and Love,  Ann Mahnken 

http://www.elca.org/ammparo
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EASTER EGG HUNT 

 

Children, Pre-k through 3rd grade, are 

invited to participate in an Easter Egg 

Hunt during the Sunday School hour 

(beginning at 9:30 a.m.) Easter Sunday morning, 

April 4th.  Participants are asked to bring six plastic 

candy-filled eggs and their Easter basket.   

 

ST. PAUL CELEBRATES APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

 

3 Richard Lindley 

 

4 Harvey Zesch 

 

6 John Aycock 

 

9 Martha Vacek 

 

10 Karol Evans 

 

14 Ernest Gierisch 

 Melissa Stockbridge 

 

19 Nevaeh Martin 

 

20 Julie Gillespie 

 

22 Cy Nobles 

 

23 Kylie Sparks 

 

If your birthday or a family member’s birthday is 

not listed or is listed incorrectly, please let Deb 

Probst know @ 325-597-2832 or 

dcprobst@hotmail.com. Thank you for helping us 

with this project.   

 

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 

 

 Delegates to the Digital Southwestern Texas 

Synod Assembly, June 4-6 will be LeEster 

Burch, Cynthia Bauer, and Pastor Fred. 

 Property Insurance will increase on an 

annual basis of $1,450 above current 

premium. 

 Report given on the Stained Glass Window 

Pledge Drive: $119,937 received and $6,530 

remaining pledges to be collected. 

 Approved the installation of locks on each 

of the sanctuary doors. There will not be any 

changes to current procedure. Thank you to 

Richard and Joan Lindley for donating the 

funds to cover this expense. 

 Approved Pastor Fred’s furnishings 

allowance. 

 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR FEBRUARY 
 

Congregational Giving: $13,480.60 

Expenditures:  $22,396.01 

 

 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP DIRECTORY 
FOR April 

 

Lay Reader:  Charles Eckert 

Communion Assistants: Harold Albers & Kathy 

Krebs 

Council Rep. on Duty: Josh Brooks  

Bell Ringers:  Mark Lehmberg & Mike Goff 

Speaker System:  Bob Vacek and Mark Lehmberg  

Ushers:  Jerry Bearden, Del Roy Reichenau, 

  Walt Reichenau, & Mark Lehmberg 

Property Person on Duty: Gene Geistweidt  

Acolytes 

  (4/1-Maundy Thurs.) Cannon Jacoby 

  (4/2-Good Friday) Cannon Jacoby 

  (4/4-Easter)  Cannon Jacoby 

                    Crucifer: Cason Jacoby 

                    Bible Bearer: Jenna Evans   

  (4/11)  Rylan Todd   

  (4/18)  Carlton Schmidt  

  (4/25)  Jaxson Reichenau & Hannah McFarland 

Altar Guild: 

  Flower Chairman:  Nancy Brown 

  Parament Chairman:  Debbie Nebgen 

  Communion Chairman:  Sherry Schmidt 

Evening Bible Study (5 PM – Third Tues. of 

Month)  

Memorials: Church Office 347-5582  

 

We wish to thank those who have so graciously 

contributed their time and talents toward the 

ministry of St. Paul Lutheran Church. 

 

 

CHURCH DIRECTORY 

 

Rev. Fred Krebs                                              Pastor  

Mrs. Heather McFarland         Church Administrator 

Mrs. Ann Mahnken       Youth Coordinator 

 

Church Office Hours: 

Mon.-Thurs.    8:30 A.M. – 4:00 P.M. 

(325)347-5582 (Office)           (325)347-8420 (Fax) 

Email: stpaulmason@gmail.com   

Website: www.stpaulmason.com 
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