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         The mission of St. Paul Lutheran Church is to hear, share, and proclaim the Word of God.        

 

 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK: 

 
“…God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and 
God’s weakness is stronger than human strength.”   

1st Corinthians 1: 25 
 
Dear Friends in Christ, 

 
(I take the liberty of sharing a shorter version of my 

recent newspaper Shepherd’s Staff article.) 

 

When life does not go as we expect, as has happened 

much lately, we may become dismayed.  Yet our Lord 
will always be with us through all circumstances and in 
all times. 

 
One of the meaningful songs of Lent is Near the Cross.  

The words to this hymn were written by Fanny Jane 
Crosby, a prolific writer of gospel songs in the 19th and 
early 20th centuries. Some of her most popular hymns 

are Blessed Assurance, To God be the Glory, Pass Me 
Not O Gentle Savior, and Safely in the Arms of Jesus.   

Fanny played the guitar, piano, harp, and organ and 
had a lovely soprano voice, but she generally paired 
her hymn words to the tunes of other musicians of her 

time.  Those words and tunes still live and ring in our 
hearts today! 

 
Fanny Crosby’s life was filled with many struggles.  She 
was born in a small town in New York on March 24, 

1820.  At the age of just 6 weeks, she developed an 
illness which caused her to be blind for the rest of her 

life.  When she was only 6 months old, her tiny life was 
again shaken by the death of her father. She was 
raised by her mother and grandmother who had little 

financially but who grounded her in the Christian faith 
and  

made sure she received instruction in music and an 
education.  Fanny graduated from the New York 
Institution for the Blind, where she became a teacher 

of English grammar, rhetoric, and American History.  
She met many of our U.S. presidents and was the first 

woman to speak in front of the U.S. Senate while 
working tirelessly to establish more and better  
 

 

 
 
 

 
education for the blind.  In the places she lived, she 

was active in churches of a variety of Christian 
traditions. She had a special heart for Christian rescue 
missions.   

 
Fanny married a young teacher who was also a 

graduate of New York Institute for the Blind, Alexander 
Van Alstyne Jr.  “Van” (as he was called) was a 
progressive man for those times, and Van insisted that 

Fanny continue to use her maiden name in all her 
publications.  Van was also a musician and liked 
composing tunes.  Several of Van’s tunes were paired 

to a few of Fanny’s lyrics.  When she married, Fanny 
had to leave her teaching position, as married women 

were not permitted to retain their teaching posts in 
that era.  For the rest of her life, she continued writing 
and publishing countless hymn lyrics and poetry.  

Fanny and Van had only one baby girl, who died 
shortly after birth.  They forever grieved her loss, yet 

trusted that she was in the arms of the Lord.  Van died 
in 1902.  Fanny died in 1915, at the age of 94. 
 

Fanny Crosby could have simply given up, considering 
the challenges she had to face. Yet she continually 

chose faith, trusting that her Lord would always be 
with her in every moment of life, facing every obstacle: 
  

Jesus, keep me near the cross, there’s a precious 
fountain; Free to all, a healing stream flows from 

Calvary’s mountain. 
In the cross, in the cross, be my glory ever; 

Till my ransomed soul shall find rest 

beyond the river. 
 

Let’s come together on Sundays (in-person or online) 
at 10:40 AM and on Wednesdays at 6:30 PM to draw 
close to the cross of our Lord Jesus together! 
 

In our Lord’s Grace & Peace & Love, 

Pastor Fred Krebs  
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40 DAYS OF LENT 

Begin Ash Wednesday, February 17 

 

2021 LENTEN THEME: “What Do I See at 

Calvary?”   

(All midweek Lenten Offerings will go to St. Paul 

Lutheran Church in Lake Charles, Louisiana.)  

 

Schedule:   

(All services begin at 6:30 PM) 

 Ash Wednesday, February 17  

 Wednesday, February 24  

 Wednesday, March 3  

 Wednesday, March 10 

 Wednesday, March 17  

 Wednesday, March 24  

 

Holy Week: 

Palm/Passion Sunday: March 28 at 10:45AM 

Maundy Thursday: April 1 at 7:00 PM  

Good Friday: April 2 at 7:00 PM  

Resurrection Worship: April 4 at 10:45 AM 

 

Mid-day Lent Devotionals will be sent by email. 

 

 
EASTER LILIES 

 

The Altar Guild will decorate the 

church sanctuary again this year 

using Easter lilies.  Order envelopes 

will be inserted in the Sunday 

bulletins on March 7 and 14.  Please fill out the 

information on the envelope, place your payment 

inside and drop it in the marked box in the narthex.  

Cost per plant is $10. Deadline for orders will be 

Thursday, March 18. 

 

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 

 

 The annual fish fry fundraiser, sponsored by 

the church council will be tentatively 

scheduled for August 29.  

 The annual Standing Committees Meeting 
was canceled. Sign-up sheets for each 

committee were available in the narthex on 

Sunday, Feb. 28.  

 Report given on the Stained Glass Window 

Pledge Drive: $119,552 received and $6,730 

remaining pledges to be collected. 

 

THE JOURNEY AHEAD 

 

As we leave the challenging days of February and 

move into the days of March, let us remember the 

predominant theme of February:  LOVE 

Although we have had challenges to reaching St. 

Paul’s children:  a virus, the most serious winter 

storm in many years, the burning of our courthouse,  

and the fear that people will become complacent 

about being IN church and IN Sunday School, we 

have seen so many acts of love.   We have just 

experienced the beginning of a new church season:  

LENT.  Listen to a poem I taught the children. 

   

Round and round church seasons go. 

Lent comes, 

to the cross with Jesus, we will go. 

 

Pastor Fred and I have a common theme for 

learning during Lent. 

We take the title from our children’s devotion book 

for Lent which is “What Do I See at Calvary?”.  

Pastor’s mid-week Lenten services will be built 

around this theme, as will the Sunday School 

lessons I weekly do for on-line participation and 

Sunday School that has resumed.  One of our 

greatest of the five senses:  seeing, hearing, 

smelling, tasting, and touching is the sense of sight:  

Let’s open our eyes to see what Jesus experienced 

and gain the sense, in a new way, that we need a life 

grounded in our faith.  Open our eyes Lord Jesus, 

that we may SEE all the wonderful things you did 

for us.  In the six weeks of Lent, our lesson themes 

will be: 

 

Along the Road 

Around the Table 

Beneath the Olive Trees 

Outside in the Courtyard 

Toward the Hill 

Upon the Cross 

Our Easter Sunday theme will be In the Early 

Morning. 

 

The best way our land can move toward healing and 

restoration is to really  experience the presence of 

the Trinity.  At the present time, I am giving thanks 

to God, our Creator, for seeing us through the brutal 

weather of last week and asking for His presence in 

the lives of those experiencing death and hardship.  

I am daily walking beside His son, Jesus,  as 

together we observe the Lenten Season.  And I am 

asking for the presence of the Holy Spirit as we 

move forward after some very difficult times.  May 

God bless our land and Mason county  and our state 

and  our nation  and the world with healing and 

restoration as we realize through our worship and 

Lenten experience  that all our blessings come from 

Him and that the needed response from us  is  

LOVE and SERVICE. 

   

In closing, I think of the words of a lovely hymn, 

“Open my eyes, Lord, and let me see Jesus.”  May 

your Lenten journey be a time of blessing and 

increasing your faith.   

 

In Christ’s Love, 

Ann Mahnken 
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THANK YOU  

 

Thank you for the memorial in memory of Mother to 

St. Paul, Upper Sandusky. It is greatly appreciated. We 

also are thankful for all your prayers.   

Blessings,  

The Joyce Koehler Family (Pastor & Kathy) 

 

WOMEN OF THE HILL COUNTRY 

CONFERENCE 

 

All women are invited to gather for a day of 

fellowship, fun, and study. Register today, $10 

suggested donation https://www.eventbrite.com/e/lift-

up-your-hearts-hill-country-conference-welca-tickets-

139103194399. For questions or to learn more about 

non-Zoom participation options, contact Eileen 

Whited, 830-669-2537. 

 

ST. PAUL CELEBRATES MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

 

2 Yuna Mun 

6 Alett Rosberg 

8  Jessie Gierisch 

13 Helen Hahn 

 Chris Marquart 

14 Caleb Reichenau 

15 Alberta Birk 

 Hunter Geistweidt 

17 Chelsea Hey 

 Wesley Nebgen 

20 Hux Geistweidt 

26 Deb Probst 

27 Hunter Wenzel 

28 Linda Owen 

31 Adley Ann Martin 

 

If your birthday or a family member’s birthday is not 

listed or is listed incorrectly, please let Deb Probst know 

@ 325-597-2832 or dcprobst@hotmail.com. Thank you 

for helping us with this project.   

 

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR JANUARY 

Congregational Giving: $20,502.80 

Expenditures:  $18,025.36 

 

LENT: TIME TO GO THE SECOND MILE  
“If any of your kin fall into difficulty and become dependent 

on you, you shall support them.” - Leviticus 25:35a 

Thanks to vaccines, we can expect an end to the 

pandemic this year, but the economic recovery will 

linger much longer.  Our government reports that 

half the families in our nation lost income in 2020, 

with many of them forced into desperate poverty. 

Billions of dollars in federal assistance and a 

moratorium on evictions have helped ease the pain, 

but many are suffering.  The pandemic’s economic 

victims may include you, your family members, and 

people in your community or congregation.  

Lent has begun, but it’s not too late to adopt a 

discipline that may simultaneously help bring you 

closer to God, increase your faith and help your 

neighbor.  Pray for guidance on how best to respond 

to the need. Here are some ideas: 

 Pray. Set aside time each day to talk and listen 
to God. 

 If you can afford to make a financial 
contribution, give sacrificially to a ministry 

that‘s helping people get by. A food pantry, 

soup kitchen, homeless shelter, clothing closet. 

Can you make a weekly donation through Lent, 

and beyond?  

 If you cannot afford to make a financial 

contribution, can you volunteer? Are there 

special talents – writing, online 

communications, organizing, fund-raising, etc. – 

that you might be able to donate?  

 In your congregation, start or expand a helping 
ministry. Alternatively, lead your church to 

become a ministry that’s already doing a good 

job. 

 Learn about the needs in your congregation and 

community, and then educate others. 

 Advocate on issues of poverty and economic 
justice.  

The pandemic’s bruising effects will take years to 

heal. As God’s people, we can help by praying, 

serving and supporting those in need. 

–Rob Blezard 

Copyright © 2021, Rev. Robert Blezard. Pastor Blezard serves as pastor of St. 

Paul Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, MD, and works as content editor for 

www.stewardshipoflife.org. He blogs at www.thestewardshipguy.com. 

 

STEWARDSHIP DIRECTORY 
FOR March 

 

Lay Reader:  Joe Keller 

Communion Assistants: Jeff Owen & 

 Mark Lehmberg 

Council Rep. on Duty: Joe Keller 

Bell Ringers:  Mark Lehmberg and Mike Goff 

Speaker System:  Bob Vacek and Mark Lehmberg  

Ushers: Gene Geistweidt, Nicholas Gierisch, 

  Kirby Groves, & Hunter Wenzel  

Property Person on Duty: Glenn Ruthven 

Acolytes 

  (3/7)  Carlton Schmidt & Caeleb Carter   

  (3/14)  Hannah McFarland   

  (3/21)  Reegan Evans  

  (3/28)  Cannon Rabon   

Altar Guild: 

  Flower Chairman:  Sherie Clarkson 

  Parament Chairman:  Connie Smith 

  Communion Chairman:  Bonnie Schmidt 

Women’s Bible Study:   

Evening Bible Study (5 PM – Third Tues. of 

Month) Location:  Fellowship hall 

Memorials: Church Office 347-5582  

We wish to thank those who have so graciously 

contributed their time and talents toward the ministry of 
St. Paul Lutheran Church. 

 

CHURCH DIRECTORY 
Rev. Fred Krebs                                                             Pastor  
Mrs. Heather McFarland                    Church Administrator 
Mrs. Ann Mahnken           Youth Coordinator 
 
Church Office Hours: 
Mon.-Thurs.    8:30 A.M. – 4:00 P.M. 

(325)347-5582 (Office)           (325)347-8420 (Fax) 
Email: stpaulmason@gmail.com   
Website: www.stpaulmason.com 
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