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         The mission of St. Paul Lutheran Church is to hear, share, and proclaim the Word of God.      
   

 

 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

 
“Come now, you who say, ‘Today or tomorrow we will go 
to such and such a town and spend a year there, doing 
business and making money.’ Yet you do not even know 
what tomorrow will bring…. Instead you ought to say, ‘If 
the Lord wishes, we will live and do this or that.’ As it is, 
you boast in your arrogance; all such boasting is evil.”     
James 4: 13-15 
 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
It is important to always remember that we never know for 
sure what the future may bring or what the next “turn of 
the corner” might look like in our lives. We can make all the 
plans we wish, but they may not all go our way. Such was 
the case in year 2020.   
 
The world entered 2020 thinking it would be about the 
same as any other year, with a few ups and downs, but 
mostly things which we could control and manage.  
Instead, by March, the whole world was affected by COVID-
19.  Adjustments needed to be made. Plans had to be 
changed.  Our expectations needed to be altered. 
 
The Epistle of James reminds us of this reality in the verses 
I posted above the greeting of this letter.  We can make our 
plans.  We can say that we are going to do this or that.  We 
can tell everyone that we will be going on a trip to this 
place or to that place.  We can hope to make lots of money.  
The fact is, as the old saying goes, “The best laid plans of 
mice and men oft go astray.”  James reminds us that it is 
better to say, “If the Lord wills it, we will do this or that.” 
 
Does this mean we should not plan for the future?  Surely 
not.  It is vitally important that we pray for guidance 
toward how God would have us use the time God gives us.  
God gives us the ability to use our brains to project our 
thoughts into the future and to make plans.  God also will 
give us wisdom to guide us toward plans which will be 
wholesome and good for everyone -- ourselves and others.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Nevertheless, our plans may not all come to pass in just the 
ways we might expect -- some will, but some will not.  
When our plans come to fulfillment, we rejoice.  When they 
do not, we are (understandably) sad.  We may even 
become angry.  We may question God. 
 
Yet God has promised to always be with us.  This promise 
was made throughout the writings of the prophets.  Then 
this promise became real and human in Jesus, who 
experiences all the struggles and pains of life with us, as 
well as the joys and high points.   
 
Occasionally, we may even find that a change of plans 
turns out better than our original plan.  Perhaps you have 
planned to be alone to do several important things on a 
given day.  Then someone you have not seen for a long time 
calls you and says they are coming your way and would 
love to visit with you.  The opportunity to reconnect with 
your friend and loved one sharing memories and thoughts 
might be better for you than just spending time alone 
would have been. 
 
Our Lord is always ready to be with us, always concerned 
to hear our prayers, always open to have a heart-to-heart 
visit with us.  We only need to come to him in prayer.  Let’s 
begin the new year by asking for God to guide and lead us 
into 2021 and through it. 
 
Hopefully, 2021 will bring control over COVID-19 as 
immunizations are administered throughout our country 
and the world.  Hopefully it will be available soon in Mason.  
 
January 6 is the Day of Epiphany, the day we traditionally 
remember the wisemen’s visit to the Christ child.  They 
brought Mary and Joseph and Jesus royal gifts of gold and 
frankincense and myrrh.  Yet Jesus’ gifts to the world would 
be much greater – God’s gifts of faith, hope, love, and life, 
even life everlasting.  May 2021 be a good year.  May it be 
a good year not just whether our own dreams and plans 
are fulfilled.  Rather may it be a good year as we are open 
to the beauty and riches of God’s gifts for our lives! 
 

In our Lord’s Grace & Peace & Love, 

Pastor Fred Krebs 
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ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

 

Our Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on 

Sunday, January 31, 2021.  Details regarding the 

covered dish luncheon will be announced at a later 

date.   

 

Among the business items we will deal with at the 

Annual Meeting are the following: 

 

 Approval of the 2021 Ministry Plan    

 Election of individuals to serve on the Church 

Council from the following nominees:  Josh 

Brooks, Jeff Owen, and Joe Keller 

 Election of the Synod Assembly delegates and 

the Nominating Committee for 2021 

 

Outgoing council members are Harold Albers, Chad 

Schmidt, and Justin Yonker. 

 

ST. PAUL CELEBRATES JANUARY 

BIRTHDAYS 

 

1 Mary Schmidt  

   

2 Avery Brooks 

    

4 Lynn Reichenau 

 

5 Jenna Evans 

 Rex Smith 

 

6 Caycen Potter 

 Everly Rabon 

 

7 Joan Lindley 

     

9 Casey Callahan 

 Gene Zesch 

 Kassi Reichenau 

 

11 Amy Brooks 

 

12 Sherry Schmidt 

 

18 Steve Schmidt 

 

20 Jodie Evans 

 

22 Allyson Yonker 

 

23 Colinn Evans 

 

25 KC Mun 

 

29 Jimroy Atchison 

 

31 Sherie Clarkson 

  

If your birthday or a family member’s birthday is not 

listed or is listed incorrectly, please let Deb Probst 

know @ 325-597-2832 or dcprobst@hotmail.com. 

Thank you for helping us with this project.   

 

 

REFLECTIONS AND MOVING FORWARD!  

NEW YEAR’S BLESSINGS! 

 

Wow, what a year 2020 has been!  Last March, shortly 

after the year began, we were confronted with a serious 

health challenge and a challenge to the normalcy of 

life with COVID 19.  As we are poised to enter 2021, 

let’s reflect on the special blessings before us:  I have 

always thought of reflections as serious and important 

thoughts.  Our nation, as I write this, has begun to 

receive doses of a vaccine that will impact the safety 

of so many; we have learned how to worship 

differently; but most of all, we know that we worship 

a Mighty God!  We still face, as individuals and as a 

nation, great challenges, but let’s embrace the hope 

found in Baby Jesus who came into the world at 

Christmas as our greatest gift.  In the stillness of the 

night, Jesus came-God’s gift of Christmas—the One 

who would save the world. 

 

If we make New Year’s Resolutions, let’s remember 

the saying, “Wise Men Seek Him Still”.  It is my 

prayer, that you will be at the education programs 

(Sunday School) at St. Paul and that your week will be 

centered around Sunday, a day of Thanksgiving, 

Praise, and Worship.  God has walked beside us and 

blessed us richly; let’s give back in love and service to 

Him in 2021!  My first resolution will be to fervently 

seek Jesus.  To move forward, I look up and not down 

so here  is my lesson to you: 

 

7-Ups Resolutions: 

 

1. Wake up:  Start the day with God.  Sing or say 

Psalm 118:24 “This is the day that the Lord has 

made.  I will rejoice and be glad in it.” 

2. Stand up:  Know what you BELIEVE and speak 

the truth.  Don’t shortchange your faith, yourself, 

or your friends. 

3. Look up:  Open your eyes to God and to your 

blessings. 

4. Reach up:  Spend time in Prayer.  Talk to God. 

5. Lift Up:  God tells us to be a servant of all.  Who 

can you help today?  Who needs you to be their 

friend? 

6. Hush up:  Listening is a wonderful skill.  Use it 

often and learn a lot.   

7. Show up:  In 2021, let’s be present at Sunday 

School and Church.  Good attendance for me is 

fuel for the rest of the week.  Let’s not run on 

empty. 

 

I am so thankful for each and every student and family 

at St. Paul.  I pray that in the new year, we will be 

healthy and safe and that we will draw nearer to Jesus 

in everything we do.  Please feel free to turn to me in 

any way I can help you. 

 

New Year’s Blessings 2021, 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ! 

 

In His Love,  

Ann Mahnken 
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COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 

 

 Approved the Report of the Nominating 

Committee.  Nominees for 2021 Council are 

Josh Brooks, Jeff Owen, and Joe Keller. 

 Date for Annual Congregational Meeting set 

for Sunday, January 31. 

 Council approved the 2021 Ministry Plan of 

$253,885. 

 Annual Reports are due in the Church Office 

by January 4, 2021.  This includes all 

committees and organizations of St. Paul 

Lutheran. 

 Stained Glass Window Pledge Drive: 

$111,352 received, $13,105- remaining 

pledges to be collected. 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR NOVEMBER 

Congregational Giving: $15,473.50 

Expenditures:  $16,846.99 
 

STEWARDSHIP DIRECTORY 
FOR jANUARY 

 

Lay Reader: Julie Gillespie 

Communion Assistants: Del Roy Reichenau &  

   Gene Geistweidt 

Council Rep. on Duty:  Chad Schmidt 

Bell Ringers:  Mark Lehmberg and Mike Goff 

Speaker System:  Bob Vacek and Mark Lehmberg  

Ushers: Matt Schmidt, Hunter Geistweidt, 

  Jerry Bearden, and Harold Albers 

Property Person on Duty: Matt Schmidt 

Acolytes: 

  (1/3)   

  (1/10)  

  (1/17)  Carlton Schmidt 

  (1/24)  

  (1/31) Hannah McFarland 

Altar Guild: 

  Flower Chairman: Nancy Brown 

  Parament Chairman: Debbie Nebgen 

  Communion Chairman: Sherry Schmidt 

Women’s Bible Study: 

  Evening Bible Study (third Tues. of the month) 

    Fellowship Hall at 5 PM 

Memorials: Church Office 347-5582  

 

CHURCH DIRECTORY 

 

Rev. Fred Krebs                                   Pastor  

Mrs. Heather McFarland Church Administrator 

Mrs. Ann Mahnken                Youth Director 

 

Church Office Hours: 

Mon.-Thurs.  8:30 A.M. – 4:00 P.M. 

(325)347-5582 (Office)           (325)347-8420 (Fax) 

Email: stpaulmason@gmail.com  

Website: www.stpaulmason.com 

 

 

 

The Year of My Wellbeing 
“But they who wait for the Lord shall renew their 

strength.”–Isaiah 40:31a 

 

The Covid-19 pandemic has endured far longer than 

anyone imagined, and it has left us feeling stressed, 

weary, fearful, frustrated, angry, isolated, and 

dislocated. Many are simply depleted.  

 

Even in normal times being a good steward of our 

personal health takes time, vigilance, commitment 

and discipline. The pandemic’s protracted disruption 

has made it especially hard to take care of ourselves 

at the very time we need it most. 

 

Because it will take months for the Coronavirus 

vaccine to be widely available, and even longer for 

“normal” to return, it may be wise for God’s people 

to designate 2021 “The Year of My Wellbeing” and 

focus on our health. 

 

Our spiritual, mental, emotional wellbeing are 

interconnected. Working on any one of them will 

improve the rest. Working on all of them will best 

help you maintain equilibrium as we live into this 

new future. 

 

Here are some ideas to help you craft a wellbeing 

strategy: 

 

 Ask God for help.  

 Don’t go it alone! Work with friends for 

mutual support. 

 Tend to your spirit through Scripture study, 

devotionals, worship, and, most importantly, 

prayer! 

 Make quality time for loved ones. 

 Do something just for you.  

 Stuck? Talk to a counselor. 

 Exercise regularly. 

 Eat healthfully. 

 Practice stress-reduction techniques.  

The pandemic will end, rest assured. When it does, 

we will all be greatly relieved. In the meantime, 

making 2021 “The Year of My Wellbeing” will help 

you stay strong. 

–Rob Blezard 

 
Copyright © 2021, Rev. Robert Blezard. Pastor Blezard serves as pastor of St. 
Paul Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, MD, and works as content editor for 

www.stewardshipoflife.org. He blogs at www.thestewardshipguy.com. 
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