
  

 

 

                                              

         THE PROCLAIMER 
 

          December 2020 
 

 
         The mission of St. Paul Lutheran Church is to hear, share, and proclaim the Word of God.        

 

FROM THE PASTOR  

 

“…When the fullness of time had come, God sent his 
Son, born of a woman, born under the law, in order to 
redeem those who were under the law, so that we 
might receive adoption as children. And because you 
are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our 
hearts, crying, ‘Abba! Father’ ”  Galatians 4: 4-7 
 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
It is often said that the Advent/Christmas season is 
especially a time for children.  In many ways, that is surely 
true.  Children’s eyes and faces light up at the decorations 
and lights and wonder of the season.  Adults play into all 
of this wonder and excitement as well.  We want children 
to be surprised on Christmas morning.  We look forward 
to giving them gifts and also to giving and receiving gifts 
in our adult circles as well.  
 
In our society however we rush the celebration.  When I 
see Christmas items and decorations in stores well before 
Halloween, I realize how far we have strayed from the 
waiting and anticipation of Advent.  The word “Advent” 
itself means “coming” or “arrival” – it does not mean 
“has come” or “has arrived” already.  Yes, as Jesus’ 
followers, we know that he has come, and we have faith 
in Jesus as God’s Messiah, God’s anointed one, God’s 
Savior for the world and for each of us.  Yes, we already 
know that.  
 
The season of Advent however is meant to be a time of 
spiritual deepening, of growing closer to our Lord, and a 
time to grow more fully in our love for one another and 
our neighbors.  Will we do this?  Will we spend a little 
more time in prayer and contemplation?  Will we take 
time to listen to not only secular music like “Rockin’ 
Around the Christmas Tree”  and “Santa Baby” but also 
to the deep notes of “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” … 
“and ransom captive Israel, who mourns in lowly exile 
here, until the Son of God appear:  Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel, SHALL COME TO YOU, O ISRAEL”?  Will we 
marvel at the incredible mystery of God’s word which 
became flesh as we hear the words, “What Child is This … 
“who Laid to Rest in Mary’s lap is sleeping”?   
 
As we remember that our Lord is always with us, will we 
also remember that he may come again to greet us at any 
time?  If Jesus would surprise us today, what would be of 
ultimate importance in our hearts and lives --- the  

 
material things and gifts which we receive and give, or 
the love which is shared among us? 
 
December offers some special opportunities to serve our 
neighbors and community. On Monday, December 14, 
and on Monday, December 21, from 2:30 PM to 5:30 PM, 
volunteers are needed at the Mason Food Bank to carry 
food to people’s vehicles.  Please call Nanci Gibbons (210-
240-4299) if you can help. (Masks are an absolute 
requirement at the Mason Food Bank during this time of 
COVID 19.)  Also, our St. Paul Thrift Store can use another 
helper or two on Saturday mornings, 9:00  AM to 11:00 
AM, or with sorting on Thursday afternoons.  Please call 
Helen Habecker (210-440-1558) if you can help with this 
important work which greatly benefits our community. 
 
As many of you know, I will be working remotely most of 
the work week during December, as I must receive 28 
prostate radiation treatments in Austin.  I will try coming 
back to Mason on Wednesdays to teach confirmation and 
to do some office work. I plan to preach on Sundays.  Also, 
I plan to preach on Christmas Eve and on Christmas Day. 
Some of our youth will assist me with the service on 
Christmas Eve. Most of my communication will by done 
by phone during December.  Also, please understand that 
I must wear my mask and social distance 6 ½ feet in most 
of my communication with you.  If I am in the office or in 
a small enclosed classroom with any groups or 
individuals, I would appreciate it if you will wear masks – 
remember the masks actually protect the other person 
more than yourself. Many of you have asked how you can 
help me – wearing a mask when communicating with me 
is the best way, as my sequential treatments must not be 
interrupted by any type of illness. Thank you so much for 
understanding. 
  
St. Paul’s words above to the church at Galatia remind us 
that the greatest gift of all is Jesus.  Let us prepare our 
hearts for his coming.  Christmas Day is not the end but 
rather the beginning of the 12 days of Christmas. Let us 
all live in joy and wonder at Christmastime, for we are all 
made God’s children through our Lord Jesus Christ.   
 
 

In our Lord’s Grace & Peace & Love, 

Pastor Fred Krebs 
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CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 

 

Each Christmas season the Altar 

Guild uses poinsettias to decorate 

the sanctuary.  As in past years, you 

are invited to purchase a 

poinsettia(s) in love or memory of a loved one.   

 

Order envelopes will be inserted in the bulletin on 

Sundays, December 6th and December 13th.  Please 

fill out the information on the envelopes, place your 

payment in it and insert it into the marked box in the 

narthex.  Deadline for orders is Tuesday, December 

15th.   

 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

 

The Evening Bible Study would like to invite the 

Morning Bible Study members to join us for a 

socially distanced gathering in December.  Please 

meet us on Tuesday, December 15 at 5 pm in the 

Fellowship Hall.  We will have a few fun 

activities.  Feel free to bring your own beverage, as 

well as a little something to share (either savory or 

sweet).  We hope to see you there. 

 

2021 OFFERING ENVELOPES 

 

2021 offering envelopes will be available to 

members on Sunday, December 13th.  Envelopes will 

be placed on the table in the narthex.  If you would 

like to use the envelope system and haven’t in the 

past, please let the church office know. 

 

A THANK YOU TO TOMMY STARKS 
 

Thank you to Tommy Starks who has retired as St. 

Paul’s Bell Ringer, after having served for the last 24 

years. He has been faithfully ringing the bell for 

Worship Services, special events, and Funerals- 

including honoring the member and their family by 

ringing the bell for each year of their life. The St. 

Paul Lutheran Congregation and the community of 

Mason is grateful to Tommy for his steadfast 

dedication during his years of service. 

 

A THANK YOU TO JUNE DURST 
 
A huge thank you to June Durst for her years of 

dedicated service to the altar guild. June helped 

with changing of the paraments and keeping the 

candles filled with oil. She also helped with 

decorating the church for the various seasons. June 

also served as secretary when Sherie was out of 

town. June will be greatly missed. June will retire at 

the end of December. 

 

Thank you and God bless you. 

Joan Lindley, President of the Altar Guild 

 

 

 

 

 

JANUARY PROCLAIMER ARTICLES DUE 

EARLY 

 

Articles for the January “Proclaimer” will be due on 

Tuesday, December 15th.  This is a week earlier than 

usual and is due to the Christmas holidays.   

 

ANNUAL REPORTS  
 

Annual reports will be due in the church office on 

Thursday, January 7, 2021.  All committees and 

organizations of the church are expected to turn in 

reports.  If you have any questions, please contact the 

church office. 

 

 

CHRISTMAS LUMINARY 

 

Please remember to attend The 

Journey to Bethlehem Drive 

Through Christmas Luminary.  

 

The Luminary is set for 

December 13th at Fort Mason City Park from 6:30-

7:30 PM. Admission is free.  

 

Any assistance is always greatly appreciated. Please 

make plans to attend this lovely event.  

 

Thanks be to God!  

Submitted by Luminary Publicity Committee 

 

ST. PAUL CELEBRATES DECEMBER 

BIRTHDAYS 

 

1 Kinsley Atchison 

3 Paulette Keller     

5 Lynda Harris  

 Nicholas Gierisch    

7 Ty Allen Martin     

8 Cody Gierisch     

Charlotte Rode 

Reece Evans 

9 Dubby Johnson 

 Bonnie Schmidt 

12 Sherry Martin 

13 Mickey Nail 

15 Jamie Poynor 

16 Zachary Langehennig 

19 Matthew Marquart 

23 Mike Parrish 

25 JESUS 

26 Carolyn Loeffler 

28 John Preston Parrish 

 

If your birthday or a family member’s birthday is not 

listed or is listed incorrectly, please let Deb Probst 

know @ 325-597-2832 or dcprobst@hotmail.com. 

Thank you for helping us with this project.   
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THE WAY IN  

THE MANGER 

 

On November 29, we will 

experience the first Sunday 

in Advent.  So begins the 

exciting and miraculous 

Church Season of Waiting 

for the Coming of Jesus.  I 

will be sending home a 

family gift for the children 

in 6th grade down to age 3.  

It is an Advent devotion 

booklet and a calendar with stickers to track the 

coming and a short and simple way to prepare our 

hearts for the greatest gift we will EVER receive.  

Each day, starting on December 1st, we will sing a 

line of the hymn, “Away in the Manger”, have a 

family member read a scripture, and then let one of 

the young children place a sticker on the appropriate 

number.  When you get to Christmas, there, children 

will discover the Little Lord Jesus, asleep in His hay-

filled bed.  Jesus is not only a child in a barn filled 

with hay, but He is the WAY to forgiveness, to 

heaven, life everlasting, and peace with God 

forevermore.  I urge each family to take advantage of 

the journey and bring blessing to your family in this 

time of uncertainty. 

 

As cases all over the United States and in Mason rise, 

we will not get to do some of the Christmas programs 

we love so much!  Hopefully, on the second and third 

Sundays of December, we can provide special music 

with the Sunday School children.  We will practice 

these in Sunday School as extra practices are not 

appropriate at this time.  It is my prayer that, this 

year, when we are forced to keep our distance and 

give up certain activities, the blessing will be that we 

will all draw NEARER to the Christ Child, and in 

keeping things simple, we will feel the reason for the 

season in a very meaningful way. 

 

If our cases stay low, we are going to start working 

on Christmas lessons on the last Sunday of 

November, which is also the first Sunday of Advent.  

The Christmas story began long ago.  It began before 

the Angel Gabriel visited Mary and before shepherds 

saw angels and wise men saw the star.  From the 

beginning of time, God had a plan and that plan was 

JESUS!  Our theme for this church year has been “I 

Have Decided to Follow Jesus” so let’s celebrate His 

birth by doing exactly that!  Let the “Light of the 

World” lead your way into the holiest of seasons.  

This Christmas, receive the gift of God’s love in 

spending time with His son.  God’s glorious gift of 

Christmas is for each of us and no social distance, 

quarantine, or cancellation of activities can keep us 

away from His story when we open our hearts to take 

the journey from Advent to Epiphany.  Christmas 

Blessings to each of you! 

In Christ’s Love, 

Ann Mahnken 

 

 

 

1871 WORSHIP SERVICE! 

 

On the first Sunday in Advent, 1871, Pastor Ernst 

Huber of Baden, Germany  conducted a Lutheran 

worship service in "a simple farm cottage. The 

assembled congregation consisted of three 

families...who would be the nucleus of the 

congregation to be formed" as St. Paul Lutheran on 

Feb. 15, 1872. (words of Pastor Huber written to St. 

Chrischona seminary in Basel, Switzerland). 

 

The traditional Advent Scriptures were:  Romans 

13:11-14 "Now is our salvation nearer than when we 

believed." The Gospel was Palm Sunday entry into 

Jer- usalem, Matt.21:1-9.  The home was Karl F. 

Eckert, plus Wm. Geistweidt at Beaver Creek (Hilda) 

and Friedr. Schmidt of Simonsville.  Every other 

Sunday worship was "across the Llano" nine miles 

from Mason in one of these German  farmer's home. 

 

St Paul Lutheran was organized in Mason ten weeks 

later on Feb. 15, 1872. We will celebrate this 

Sesquicentennial in early 2022.   

H Charles Eckert 

 

 
 

Wishing you the comfort of His love, 
And the presence of His peace. 

 
Merry Christmas  

From the Staff of St. Paul Lutheran 
Church 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR OCTOBER 

Congregational Giving: $20,953.37 

Expenditures:  $18,808.90 

 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 

The Church Office will be closed will be closed 

December 24 through January 1. In case of an 

emergency you may contact Chad Schmidt at (830) 

879-5433 or Heather McFarland (325) 456-6959. 
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God equips us for ‘new things’ 
“I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, 

do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the 

wilderness and rivers in the desert.”–Isaiah 43:19 

Advent and Christmas are all about celebrating that 

most amazing “new thing” God brought about for 

our sake – incarnating God’s divine essence in the 

human form of Jesus, our Savior and Lord. 

We prayerfully ask at the beginning of every church 

year, “To what ‘new things’ is God calling us?” But 

this Advent the question holds special significance. 

With its racial unrest, political divisiveness, riots, 

wildfires, hurricanes and COVID-19 pandemic, 

2020 will be remembered as one of the most 

troubled years in recent history. And everybody is 

bracing for a “new normal” that is still unknown.  

The pandemic has caused us to cancel many of our 

cherished Advent and Christmas observances. We 

pray the Holy Spirit will give us the creativity and 

wisdom to find new ways faithfully to steward the 

mystery of the incarnation and tell God’s story.  

More broadly, we also pray for guidance to steward 

our lives that we may be, as Jesus directed, the salt 

of the earth and light to a world that needs us more 

than ever.  

As we listen for God’s direction, preparing us for 

“new things,” the four traditional Advent themes 

may offer a path. We cultivate these themes in our 

hearts and congregations and share them with the 

world: 

 Hope as an antidote to the culture of 

despair. 

 Peace in our hearts to bring to an angry 

world. 

 Love for our friends and enemies alike. 

 Joy in Christ, who makes all things new. 

God, who promises to make a way in the wilderness 

and rivers in the desert, will prepare us and equip us 

to do “new things” to steward our lives and 

congregations to meet the challenges ahead. 

–Rob Blezard 

Copyright © 2020, Rev. Robert Blezard. Pastor Blezard serves as pastor of St. 

Paul Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, MD, and works as content editor for 
www.stewardshipoflife.org. He blogs at www.thestewardshipguy.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP DIRECTORY 
FOR December 

 

Lay Reader: Lynn Reichenau 

Communion Assistants: Kathy Krebs and 

  Helen Habecker 

Council Rep. on Duty:  Rex Smith 

Bell Ringer:  Mark Lehmberg 

Speaker System: Bob Vacek and Mark Lehmberg  

Ushers: Rex Smith, Josh Brooks, 

  Cynthia Bauer, and Connie Smith   

Property Person on Duty: Kirby Groves  

Acolytes: 

  (12/6)  Caeleb Carter  

  (12/13) Carlton Schmidt & Rylan Todd 

  (12/20) Reegan Evans  

  (12/27)  

Altar Guild: 

  Flower Chairman: Sherie Clarkson 

  Parament Chairman: Carolyn Loeffler 

  Communion Chairman: Bonnie Schmidt 

Women’s Bible Study: 

Evening Bible Study (5 PM – Third Tues. of  

  Month) in the Fellowship Hall  

Memorials: Church Office 347-5582  

 

We wish to thank those who have so graciously 

contributed their time and talents toward the 

ministry of St. Paul Lutheran Church. 

 
 

 

CHURCH DIRECTORY 

 

The Rev. Fred Krebs                                               Pastor 

Mrs. Heather McFarland                Church Administrator 

Mrs. Ann Mahnken                 Youth Director 

 

Church Office Hours: 

Monday-Thursday    8:30 A.M. – 4:00 P.M. 

(325)347-5582 (Office)           (325)347-8420 (Fax) 

Email: stpaulmason@gmail.com 

Website: www.stpaulmason.com 

 

http://www.stewardshipoflife.org/
file:///C:/Users/rblezard/AppData/Sharron/Downloads/www.thestewardshipguy.com

