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         The mission of St. Paul Lutheran Church is to hear, share, and proclaim the Word of God.        

 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

 
“Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples 
praise you.”   Psalm 67: 5 
 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
As we enter Thanksgiving month, I reflect back on the 
blessings of all the wonderful Thanksgivings I have 
celebrated with family and friends.  Some have passed 
away, but memories of our times together remain. As we 
begin November with All Saints Day, we remember with 
thankful hearts our loved ones and saints of faith who 
have meant so much in our lives.  On this year’s All Saints 
Sunday, we also celebrate the First Holy Communions of 
four 7th grade youth: Gracie Lehmberg, Hannah 
McFarland, Jaxson Reichenau, and Anna Marie 
Whitworth.   
 
Along with expressing thanks for family and friends 
during this Thanksgiving month, we also thank God for 
countless blessings of food, shelter, resources, time, daily 
work, and all we need from day to day.  Subscribers to 
Mason County News may have recently read my 
“Shepherd’s Staff” article which reflected on abundant 
leftovers at church potlucks, Jesus’ miracle of the loaves 
and fishes, and great miracles now happening in our 
Mason community. For those who do not subscribe or did 
not read it, here is a brief, edited version: 
 
At almost every church potluck throughout my many 
years of ministry, there have been plenteous amounts of 
food to go around and leftovers at the end. This has 
always seemed like a miracle to me. When we share food 
and meals together, we grow stronger in our 
relationships with each other. When relationships grow, 
miracles happen! 
 
The feeding the 5000 is the only one of Jesus’ miracles 
which is recorded in all four of the gospels.  While each 
gospel varies a bit in certain details, all four gospels agree 
that there were just five loaves and two fish.  In each of 
the gospels, 5000 people is the number given, although 
Matthew’s gospel says that there were “about five 
thousand men, besides women and children.” (This 
suggests that with the women and children there were 
may have been even more than 5000.)  In each of the 
gospels, the disciples question how they could possibly 
serve such a large crowd with such a small amount of  

 
 
 
food.  In each account, Jesus blesses the food.  In each 
one, the people were satisfied with what they received.  
Finally, in each writing, there were twelve baskets of 
leftovers! However we envision this miracle, what a 
miracle it was! 
 
We may think of these miracles as having happened only 
long ago and far away by Jesus in New Testament times.  
Yet such miracles have been happening in our Mason 
community as well!  Several years ago, the faith leaders 
of our Mason Ministerial Alliance began praying for and 
talking about expanding our Mason Food Pantry services.  
They envisioned a facility specifically designated for 
distributing food and helping with other community 
needs. In May of 2019, thanks to the generosity of 
members of the Greater Works Organization, buildings 
and grounds at Mesquite and Brazos Streets were 
donated to the Mason Ministerial Alliance.  What an 
answer to prayer and miracle of love! 
 
But that’s not all!  Food insecurity in Mason has 
continued to grow, especially with the advent of COVID 
last spring and the resulting increase in unemployment 
and underemployment.  Both the Mason Ministerial 
Alliance and the Mason Food Pantry Committee moved 
quickly to safely meet the growing needs of our 
community.  
 
Again, we prayed, and the Lord answered!  
Congregations, area businesses, individual donors, and 
new volunteers came forward.  More households are 
receiving food.  Those who are unable to pick up food are 
having food delivered by caring volunteers. What a 
miracle!   
 
But that’s not all! Because the current food pantry 
structure is not large enough to meet the current needs, 
funds have been contributed and construction has begun 
to renovate the building to better meet the basic food 
needs of our community. Miracles truly happen when we 
all work and contribute together in the love of our Lord!  
May we continue to do so with great praise and 
thanksgiving to God! 
 

In our Lord’s Grace & Peace & Love, 

Pastor Fred Krebs 
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ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY NOV. 1 

 

On All Saints’ Sunday, November 1, as we come 

forward to receive Holy Communion, a member of 

our congregation will read aloud the names of loved 

ones who have joined the Church Triumphant! You 

will be invited to share names of your loved ones 

who have died in the faith so their names may be 

read.  

 

ST. PAUL CELEBRATES NOVEMBER 

BIRTHDAYS 

 

3 Garrett Allen    

 Chel Terrell      

4 David Bartlett     

 Kim Hengst 

 Gwen Stockbridge 

 Lisa Atchison 

5 Cason Jacoby 

9 Roddie Stockbridge 

11 Breana Nail 

 Kenley Stockbridge 

 Priscilla Martin 

14 Rodee Brooks 

 Knox Wenzel 

 Stone Wenzel 

15 Jack Nail 

18 Grant Nobles 

19 Rylee Owen 

20 Jo Ann Lindemann 

21 Nancy Brown 

 Sue Stockbridge 

22 Linda Geistweidt 

24 Chance Stockbridge 

25 Luke Gillespie 

26 Jillian Donop   

 John Donop 

 Jimie Langehennig 

 Krystal Eckert  

27 Kay Yonker 

28 Tanner Reichenau 

 Reegan Evans 

29 Mark Watson 

30  Judy Lehmberg 

 Dan Barton 

 

If your birthday or a family member’s birthday is 

not listed or is listed incorrectly, please let Deb 

Probst know @ 325-597-2832 or 

dcprobst@hotmail.com. Thank you for helping us 

with this project.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING TURKEY DRIVE 

 
Our Methodist brothers and sisters in Christ are 

planning their annual Thanksgiving turkey and 

fixings distribution and are looking for our support 

again this year.  A turkey with all the trimmings 

will be distributed on Saturday, November 21 from 

2 to 5PM at the First United Methodist Church 

parking lot.  If you know of a family in need, a form 

will need to be filled out in advance and is available 

at the church office or contact Mark Lehmberg at 

347-2400.   

 

We can participate in this worthy endeavor by 

providing the items listed below and leaving at the 

fellowship hall on or before Monday, November 16.  

The Methodist will provide the turkeys once again. 

   

1 - Aluminum Roasting Pan for the turkey 

1 – Roll aluminum foil 

5 – Pound bag of potatoes 

2 – Cans green beans 

2 – Cans of whole corn 

1 – Can cranberry sauce 

1 – Package brownie mix 

1 or 2 fresh onions 

2 - Packages cornbread mix 

2 - Cans diced tomatoes 

2 – 15oz cans chicken broth 

 

Please bring all items separately and not in the pan.  

Leave at St Paul Fellowship Hall on or before 

Monday, November 16.  We will then deliver to the 

Methodist Church. 

Evangelism Committee 

 

 
 

LUMINARY NEWS 

 

The Luminary is set for December 13th at Fort 

Mason City Park from 6:30-7:30 PM. Admission is 

free.  

 

Any assistance is always greatly appreciated. Please 

make plans to attend this lovely event.  

 

Thanks be to God! Thank you! 

 

Respectfully submitted by the  

Luminary Publicity Committee 
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STORIES TO TELL 

 

Everyone loves a good story!  As a life-long student 

of the Bible, I am fascinated by the stories that are 

contained within the cover of God’s precious and 

Holy Word.  As I have spent many months doing 

on-line Sunday School lessons, I stand in awe of 

heroes of the faith.  We look to Abraham who God 

promised to bless and make the Father of a Great 

Nation; Moses, God’s chosen leader who brought 

the Ten Commandments down from Mount Sinai; 

and in the New Testament, Jesus, born humbly in a 

manger, who died on the cross for our salvation; 

and Paul, who would go on a mission and endure 

many hardships so that the church might grow and 

thrive. 

I have been involved in and attended Sunday School 

all of my life and I must admit, this simple act of 

attending Sunday School at St. Paul since I was a 

young girl and teaching most of my adult life has 

changed me.  We are now living in the midst of a 

story that was not of our choosing, the COVID 19 

Pandemic.  It has changed and taken from us some 

of the things we hold most dear.  I have weekly 

done on-line lessons from March until October 18th 

and now, after much prayer and close attention to 

health considerations, we will resume Sunday 

School for as long as low cases in Mason permits on 

October 25th.  The Parish Education Committee is 

in charge of a safe transition and we pray that we 

can get our kids back into a safe educational 

environment.  Here are some important things for 

parents to know.  Adherence to the following 

guidelines is very important and hopefully will help 

us to get back safely to Junior Lutherans and 

Children’s Church at later dates. 

 

Guidelines for resuming Sunday School 

3 years – 6th grade 

Shorter Class Time:  9:45-10:30  (if you bring 

children to First Communion or Confirmation 

Sunday School, brothers and sisters may come at 

9:30 as I will be there.)  This 15- minute shorter 

class will ONLY be for the period of time that we 

must follow guidelines due to the Pandemic.  

Hopefully and prayerfully, in 2021, we can resume 

an hour of education. 

All children must wear masks for the 45- minute 

class.  Due to the fact that this has worked well in 

school, our Parish Ed Committee has this as a very 

important guideline.  I must wear a mask under 

doctor’s  orders for Bert and if children fail to do 

this, I will have to take a leave of absence from 

teaching.   

Dismissal Time: 10:30  On nice days, we may go 

outside for the last 10 or 15 minutes to do a song or 

play a game that will reinforce what we did in class.  

At the present time, this group will meet in the 

Fellowship Hall to allow for social distancing.  We 

will inform you if this changes. 

 

If your child seems sick in any way (fever, cough, 

or runny nose, etc. or has been in close contact 

with someone who is sick), please do not bring 

them to class. 

Since October is the month where we observe 

Reformation Sunday, the first person we will study 

who changed the church is Martin Luther.  This 

agent of change devoted his life to God and 

inspired a reformation of the church.  Many women 

and men followed in Martin’s footsteps by 

introducing new ideas and big changes.  As 

Christians today, we reform the church as we read 

and study the Bible, listen to the Holy Spirit, and 

follow Jesus in faith.  I look forward to seeing the 

children!!!!                

In Christ’s love, Ann Mahnken 

 

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 

 Blue Ribbon Service Day is scheduled for 

Wednesday, Nov. 4. 

 Insurance plan for the Pastor was approved. 

 Nomination Committee will begin work obtaining 

nominations for the 2021 Church Council. 

 Work has begun on the Stained Glass Window 

Repair Project.  

 

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR SEPTEMBER 
Congregational Giving: $ 18,746.88 

Expenditures:  $ 16,881.17 
 

STEWARDSHIP DIRECTORY 
FOR November 

Lay Reader: Merlina Gamel 

Communion Assistants: Harold Albers and  

  Carolyn Loeffler 

Council Rep. on Duty:  Lynn Reichenau 

Bell Ringer:  Mark Lehmberg 

Speaker System:  Bob Vacek and Mark Lehmberg  

Ushers: Mark Lehmberg, Nicholas Gierisch,  

  Kim Hengst, and High School Youth 

Property Person on Duty: Walt Reichenau 

Acolytes: 

  (11/1) Caeleb Carter 

  (11/8) Caeleb Carter 

  (11/15) Carlton Schmidt 

  (11/22) Reegan Evans 

  (11/29)  

Women’s Bible Study: 

  Evening Bible Study (5 PM – Third Tues. of  

  Month) in the Fellowship Hall 

Altar Guild: 

 Flower Chairman:  Katherine Groves 

 Parament Chairman:  Kassi Reichenau 

 Communion Chairman:  Helen Habecker 

Memorials: Church Office 347-5582  
 
We wish to thank those who have so graciously 

contributed their time and talents toward the ministry of 

St. Paul Lutheran Church. 
 

CHURCH DIRECTORY 

Rev. Fred Krebs                                                  Pastor  

Mrs. Heather McFarland            Church Administrator 

Mrs. Ann Mahnken       Youth Coordinator 

 

Church Office Hours: 

Mon.-Thurs.    8:30 A.M. – 4:00 P.M. 

(325)347-5582 (Office)           (325)347-8420 (Fax) 

Email: stpaulmason@gmail.com   

Website: www.stpaulmason.com 

mailto:stpaulmason@gmail.com

