
  

 

 

                                              

 

         THE PROCLAIMER 
 

       September 2020 
 
                                                                             
         The mission of St. Paul Lutheran Church is to hear, share, and proclaim the Word of God.        

 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

 
“For everything there is a season, and a time                       
for every matter under heaven….” 
                       Ecclesiastes 3:1 
 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
God’s seasons come and go, ebb and flow.  Normally we 
have a sense of what is coming next on our calendars 
from year to year, with a few exceptions and surprises.  
Most school years begin much the same, looking 
forward with excitement to all the activities which lie 
ahead.  Many of our church activities also go into full 
swing as the school year begins. 
 
This year things are a bit different.  The school year 
started with concerns over the possible spreading of 
COVID.  Administrators and our Mason School Board 
had to make big decisions about when and how to open 
school.  Teachers, students, and staff were given special 
instructions to take precautions by wearing masks and 
social distancing as much as possible. Athletic programs 
have been urged to be careful in how practices and 
games are conducted. Nevertheless, Mason schools 
were able to start on schedule in August with many 
special measures in place.  We pray school will continue 
as normally as possible with the special health safety 
measures.   
 
Our church activities also are starting up again. For 
three months we have been back to socially distanced 
in-person worship in the sanctuary with a few more 
folks coming back week by week.  Some wear masks, 
others do not, but we ask that we all continue to 
practice healthy guidelines and that most visiting be 
outside. 
 
The afternoon women’s Bible study began meeting 
again during the summer, wearing  
masks and socially distancing in our St. Paul fellowship 
hall. Others are invited.  Meetings are the second and 
fourth Tuesdays of each month at 5 PM.  The theme for 
September 8 is Just Love and for September 22 is Holy 
Time.  
 
Youth Group begins Wed., September 2, at 6:30 PM.  
School guidelines are to be followed. 
 

 
 
At worship on September 6, we will welcome Joe and 
Shirley Keller as members. Joe has many family roots in 
Mason, although he was raised in Austin.  Shirley was 
born in Fredericksburg but spent most of her growing up 
and adult years in Austin.  Both Joe and Shirley are 
happy to now be living in Mason. Joe and Shirley come 
to us from Hope Lutheran Church, Austin.   
 
“A Day of Prayer & Fasting in Mason County” is being 
planned for Wednesday, September 9. This does not 
mean giving up food necessarily but giving up some of 
our busyness to turn to the Lord and pray for God’s help 
and mercy. More details will be coming. 
 
On Sunday, September 13, we will celebrate the 
confirmations of Jack Gillespie, Jackson Lehmberg, Cy 
Nobles, Ryne Todd, and Rance Vierus.  What a blessing it 
will be as these young men affirm their “YES” to God’s 
baptismal grace and to following Jesus!  Third graders 
will also receive Bibles on September 13. 
 
St. Paul’s Food Bank Mondays are Sept. 14 and Sept. 28.  
New volunteers are needed and are asked to be there 
between 2:30 and 5:30. Masks are required to be worn. 
Please let Mark Lehmberg know if you can help. 
 
At 9:15 AM, on Sunday, September 20, confirmation 
parents of 7th and 8th graders will be meeting with me, 
Ann Mahnken, and LeEster Burch in the fellowship hall 
to plan our confirmation program for this school year.  
ALSO, following worship, we will have a very brief 
congregational meeting to finalize plans to renovate the 
stained glass windows. 
 
Sunday, September 27, at 9:30 AM, Ann Mahnken is 
planning a “Back to Sunday School” for pre-K through 
6th in the fellowship hall. We will follow school 
guidelines while meeting. 
 
All these plans are contingent on containing COVID and 
direction from our civil authorities.  Let us pray for God’s 
wisdom and healing! 
 

           In our Lord’s Grace & Peace & Love, 

         Pastor Fred Krebs 
 
 

 



 2 

SPECIAL CALLED CONGREGATIONAL 

MEETING: 
 

In regard to the stained glass window project, a 

Special Called Congregational Meeting has been 

approved by the council.  The meeting will be held 

on Sunday, September 20th immediately following 

the worship service. The purpose of this meeting 

will include voting to approve the council’s 

recommendation to authorize and proceed with 

initiating construction of the window project and to 

secure financing if necessary. 

 

 

THE POWER OF LIVING IN THE LIGHT OF 

JESUS’ LOVE 

 

Before I begin my monthly Proclaimer article in 

what was, for me, a very hard week filled with 

death of neighbors and friends, a nation divided, 

and the blistering heat of August, I reflect with joy 

on the Worship Service I was blessed to attend at 

St. Paul on August 23rd.  Through Liturgy, Word, 

Message, and Song, I was lifted from the sadness of 

the previous week to the road that lies ahead on my 

journey as a Child of God at St. Paul.  In His 

sermon, “Anointed One”, Pastor Fred took me back 

to where I need to stay, at the feet of the Messiah, 

the Son of the Living God!  I especially loved his 

analogy of biking up a hill, telling us not to look all 

the way to the top, but being concerned with the 

path right in front of us.   

 

That’s what I hope to do for the children.  And then, 

there was the comfort and safety of the liturgy and 

order of worship that we can count on each week, 

helping us to stay grounded even as the chaos of life 

storms around us.  And then, to put the icing on the 

cake, the music provided by Justin and Alyssa, 

bringing the power of life in Christ into a clear 

focus.  Thanks be to God for each Sunday at St. 

Paul Lutheran Church!!! 

 

September will be a month of sweet blessing as we 

look ahead.  Before I share the menu of what the 

children will be studying, let’s look at special 

events.  On September 13th, we will celebrate 2 

important events that involve St. Paul’s kids and 

youth.  People flock to the Puncherdome for sports 

events.  I pray you will do that when the Rite of 

Confirmation is observed by Cy Nobles, Jack 

Gillespie, Jackson Lehmberg, Rance Vierus, and 

Ryne Todd.  What a milestone this is in their faith 

formation as they publically say their “yes” to God!  

And in the audience, will be 4 younger guys that 

already look up to them:  Caycen Potter, Knox 

Wenzel, Stone Wenzel, and Tanner Reichenau 

receiving the gift of a Bible from St. Paul. 

 

Wow, nothing can compare with the power of this 

day in the life of the church!  Please attend in 

person or on-line to support these 9 young men in 

their growth in the faith.   

 

We will continue studying our theme of “I Have 

Decided to Follow Jesus” for the first 4 Sundays of 

September with on-line lessons going back to the 

Old Testament for “The Story of the Promised 

Savior.”  We will study Joshua, Ruth, and Samuel.   

    

Then on September 27th, we will gather in the 

Fellowship Hall for a whole group experience of 

Learning Centers based on some of the Bible 

characters we have been studying on-line!  It is our 

prayer that we can gradually be doing more in-

house Sunday School as we carefully watch the 

health situation of the Pandemic for the Fall.   

    

There is no doubt that we have experienced a 

season of loss and grief.  When I went through the 

greatest grief of my life, I would return to the empty 

Sanctuary of St. Paul, look up at the picture of 

Jesus, and sing these words: 

 

Turn your eyes upon Jesus, 

look full in His wonderful face. 

and the things of earth will grow strangely dim… 

in the light of His glory and grace! 

 

Let’s do this Together!  Whether you are in front of 

your computer or at St. Paul, let’s make a renewed 

commitment to follow Jesus, through learning about 

him every Sunday and then gathering as the 

people of God to worship Him, the Messiah, the 

Son of the Living God.  If we do this, fears will be 

smaller as we focus on the path right in front of us, 

with our goal of weekly growing in Christ. 

In His Love, Ann Mahnken 

 
THANK YOU 

 

A big thank you to Carolyn Loeffler for her years of 

dedicated service to the altar guild. Carolyn helped 

with changing of the paraments and keeping the 

candles filled with oil. She also helped with 

decorating the church for the various seasons. 

Carolyn will be greatly missed. Carolyn will retire 

at the end of August.  

 

Thank you and God bless you. 

Joan Lindley, President of the Altar Guild 

 

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 

 

 Fish Fry Fundraiser was discussed (and later 

postponed). 

 

 A Special Congregational Meeting in regard 

to the Stained Glass Window project was 

scheduled for September 20th. 

 

 Connie Smith was approved to be added to 

the Altar Guild replacing Carolyn Loeffler. 
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ST. PAUL CELEBRATES SEPTEMBER 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

1 Debbie Nebgen 

 Danny Gierisch 

2 Lori Allen      

 Diane Pence      

5 Levi Hofmann      

 Scott Zesch 

6 Harold Albers 

      Beverly Marek 

7 Minnie Schmidt 

8 Max Hey 

9 Gene Geistweidt 

      Chad Schmidt 

17 Holly Eckert 

18 Janice Bartlett 

21 Walton Grote 

     Bob Vacek 

23 Robert Newton 

24 Bricio Balderas 

27 Caeleb Carter 

29 Jerry Bearden 

  

If your birthday or a family member’s birthday 

is not listed or is listed incorrectly, please let 

Deb Probst know @ 325-597-2832 or 

dcprobst@hotmail.com. Thank you for helping 

us with this project.   

 

FOOD PANTRY UPDATE  

 

Food pantry distribution has been ongoing during 

the summer to meet the needs of community 

residents.  The schedule for distribution has been on 

a Monday, every two weeks with the help of 

volunteers from the community and various 

churches.  This has been a deviation from the 

original monthly schedule of individual 

congregations serving once a month on the first full 

week of the month, Monday, Tuesday and 

Wednesday.   

 

In order to social distance, recipients drive through 

and volunteers carry boxes of food to the recipient’s 

vehicles.  Boxes of food are pre-organized in the 

morning and afternoon of the scheduled distribution 

so as to minimize waiting times for recipients and 

minimize social contact between volunteers 

preparing the boxes of food.   

 

All volunteers are required to sign-in when they 

arrive to help, have their temperature checked, 

indicate if they have known contact with anyone 

with Covid and finally are required to wear a face 

mask at all times during the operation of the food 

pantry.   

 

In the past, September and February have been the 

months for St. Paul Lutheran volunteers to serve at 

the food pantry.  There is an effort underway to 

return to the original monthly schedule for 

individual churches to serve with some deviation.  

For September, distribution will be on Monday 

afternoon, September 14 and on Monday afternoon, 

September 28.   

 

We are in need of 4 to 6 volunteers from St Paul to 

assist in food distribution on one or both Mondays.  

If you feel called to serve in this manner contact 

Mark Lehmberg (325-347-2400) for further 

information and details.   

 

BABY SHOWER 

 

The ladies of St. Paul are sponsoring a baby shower 

for Alyssa Nash on Saturday, September 12th at 2 

p.m. in the St. Paul Fellowship Hall. A joyous time 

of light refreshments, opening gifts, and fellowship 

will be had to help welcome Baby Girl Landry into 

the Nash family. If you desire, you may leave gifts 

with Heather in the church office. 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR JULY 
Congregational Giving: $22,641.87  

Expenditures:  $18,419.43 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP DIRECTORY 
FOR September 

 
Lay Reader: Carolyn Loeffler 

Communion Assistants: Hunter Wenzel & Tommy 

Starks 

Council Rep. on Duty: Merlina Gamel  

Bell Ringers:  Tommy Starks & Mark Lehmberg 

Speaker System:  Bob Vacek and Mark Lehmberg  

Ushers:  John Gillespie, Chad Schmidt, 

  Cynthia Bauer, and Nancy Brown 

Property Person on Duty: Mark Lehmberg 

Acolytes: 

  (9/6) Caeleb Carter & Rance Vierus 

  (9/13) Caeleb Carter & Rylan Todd  

  (9/20) Carlton Schmidt  

  (9/27) Reegan Evans  

Altar Guild: 

 Flower Chairman:  Sherie Clarkson 

 Parament Chairman:  Carolyn Loeffler 

 Communion Chairman:  Bonnie Schmidt 

Women’s Bible Study: 

Evening Bible Study (5 PM – September 8 & 22) in the 

Fellowship Hall 

Memorials: Church Office 347-5582 

 

 

 

CHURCH DIRECTORY 

 

Rev. Fred Krebs                                                  Pastor  

Mrs. Heather McFarland            Church Administrator 

Mrs. Ann Mahnken       Youth Coordinator 

 

Church Office Hours: 

Mon.-Thurs.    8:30 A.M. – 4:00 P.M. 

(325)347-5582 (Office)           (325)347-8420 (Fax) 

Email: stpaulmason@gmail.com   

Website: www.stpaulmason.com 

mailto:dcprobst@hotmail.com
mailto:stpaulmason@gmail.com

