
  

 

 

                                              

 

         THE PROCLAIMER 
 

       August 2020 
 
                                                                             
         The mission of St. Paul Lutheran Church is to hear, share, and proclaim the Word of God.       

 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

 
“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and 
forever.”  Hebrews 13:8 
 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
“Change” is a word we usually do not like to hear, 
especially when it means we must do things in new 
ways which mean altering our routines and lifestyles.  
Yet there are some changes we welcome – new recipes, 
new clothes, new friends, sometimes even new styles 
(especially if a new color or design which we really like 
becomes popular).  However, even when we like some 
forms of change in our lives, adaption and doing things 
differently is generally challenging and stressful. 
 
A few months back we were all asked to make changes 
in our personal lives and in our church practices due to 
the onset of the global COVID-19 pandemic.  This came 
upon us as a great surprise and has not been a welcome 
change. For many it has caused great stress with jobs, 
routines, and family life.  Each week we wonder, “What 
will be the next step in the process?” 
 
As I write this letter, it has just been announced that 
Mason school football is (hopefully) “ON” for this fall!  
Many are surely happy about this.  It has also been 
announced that Mason schools hope to begin as 
planned on schedule, although details of procedures for 
reopening seem still to be announced. We eagerly wait 
to hear more in upcoming days and weeks. 
 
We are fortunate to have a large sanctuary, so many 
members are now coming back to worship using 
commonsense and a healthy amount of social 
distancing.  We need to worship our Lord together, so 
this is a good change as we continue to move back to 
some degree of normalcy.  Unless new community 
government guidelines and regulations change, we will 
continue to move forward in this direction.  We do ask 
that you use care and caution if you feel illness coming 
upon you.  Even if you are in a position of leadership, 
someone else can fill in for you if you need to stay home.   
 
Volunteers are needed to continue livestreaming the 
Sunday Morning Worship Service. If you would like to 
join this support team, receive training, and be placed 
on a rotation, please contact our church office. 

 
 
 
On August 2, we will welcome and receive Tom Gafford 
as a member.  Tom is son to Nelda Rasco and brother of 
Debbie Nebgen.  He was baptized here at St. Paul, 
Mason, as an infant and then raised and confirmed at 
St. Paul, Fort Worth.  For many years, Tom has lived in 
Corpus Christi, but is now quite often in Mason, helping 
Nelda at the ranch.  Welcome, Tom! 
 
August 16 will be a very important date at our church!  
Please mark it on your calendars.  No matter what 
changes may or may not be made to school opening, we 
will be lifting up our students, teachers, parents, and our 
whole congregation with “Back to School Sunday”!  
There will be a special blessing, a unique message, and 
song.  Ann Mahnken and LeEster Burch will follow all 
safety procedures and not call up any large groups, and 
we want everyone who feels comfortable with “in-house 
worship” to attend.  Otherwise, we invite you to be blest 
in worship via our continued livestream.  Our schools 
and churches need our support more than ever!  
 
Our annual fish fry is planned for August 30, and will be 
hosted by the Congregation Council.  Contributions will 
go toward the Stained Glass Windows Fund.  Details will 
be forthcoming. 
 
“Change” is inevitable in life.  Some changes are easy, 
others difficult.  Some changes are beneficial, while 
others are not.  The changes we are going through with 
the COVID pandemic are challenging, yet we are 
growing as we learn to do things in new ways.  Many 
folks have even commented that we have made some 
good changes in our Sunday services.  In the midst of all 
life’s changes and challenges, one thing we can know 
for sure is that the words of Hebrews 13:8 (at the top of 
this letter) are always true: “Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday and today and forever.” 
 

 
In our Lord’s Grace & Peace & Love, 

 

Pastor Fred Krebs 
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ROUND AND ROUND THE SEASONS GO 

PENTECOST IS…A TIME TO GROW! 

 

 It seems hardly possible that 

the days of August are upon 

us; in this year of the 

COVID 19 Pandemic, there 

has been so much change, 

that it is sometimes hard to realize where we are in 

both our educational and worship lives.  One of the 

blessings of life is that there is always room for 

growth.  Both children and parents have had a 

challenge in academic and Christian Education.  I 

want to thank you for seeing that your kids follow a 

progression with the On-line Sunday School 

Lessons! 

 

It is truly a blessing to see young families and 

children coming back to church.  On August the 

16th, we will observe our annual Blessing of 

Teachers and Students.  This is our annual kick-off 

to a new school and Sunday School year.  We do 

not know what the future holds, but we do know 

that certain people play a special role in the 

education of God’s children.  Pastor Fred will be 

away that Sunday for the baptism of his grandson so 

he has entrusted LeEster and I with certain 

responsibilities.   

 

We will do the blessing for each age group; I will 

give the message of the day; and the music has been 

chosen with our children and young people in mind.  

We will carefully follow the guidelines of social 

distancing so things will look a little different this 

year.  We also have some pleasant surprises in store 

for you so we ask all students and teachers (both 

public school and Sunday School) to be present as 

we ask God to guide us into a new year of learning 

and growth.  If it is not possible for you to be in St. 

Paul, please join us via live-stream. 

 

Last Sunday, (July 19th), we began a new Sunday 

School Series titled “I Have Decided to Follow 

Jesus”.  It is a perfect transition from the after 

Easter study of the beginnings of the Christian 

Church.  Each Sunday will have a Big Idea!! 

 July 19th:  Sin Destroys the Good Things 

God Makes-Adam and Eve  

 July 26th:  God Rescues Noah:  The Fall 

 August 2nd:  The Flood:  God keeps His 

Promises 

 August 9th:  Moses:  My loving God Gives 

Directions 

 

It is very important to follow the On-Line lessons to 

have a continuity that leads to us being followers of 

Jesus.   

 

Pentecost, our present church season, is the long 

season of growing from Easter until Advent.  I look 

forward to the challenge and the growth! 

 

Another very important date to get on your 

Calendars is September 13th.  At this time, we will 

celebrate the power of growth with 2 groups of 

young men.  The Rite of Confirmation will be 

celebrated by Cy Nobles, Jack Gillespie, Jackson 

Lehmberg, Rance Vierus, and Ryne Todd.   

It was a joy to be present and see the growth in the 

faith of these fine young men!  We will also present 

Bibles to our third graders:  Caycen Potter, Tanner 

Reichenau, Stone & Knox Wenzel.  What a blessing 

to be able to be present and celebrate milestones in 

the faith with these 9 Kids of the Kingdom. 

 

We know that there will be challenges to teaching 

both spiritual and academic truths due to the health 

challenges of the virus.  But scripture records 

challenges throughout time that God’s people have 

met in faith and hope.  Let us move forward 

anchored in God’s love and presence.  Hebrews 

6:19 says:  “We have this hope, a sure and steadfast 

anchor of the soul.”  Our prayer is that God may 

grant steadfast hope to anchor our lives in Him 

despite the winds, waves, and currents of life.   

 

In Christ’s love,  

Ann Mahnken 

 

 

MASON COUNTY FOOD BANK NEWS 

Once again we got through yesterday’s food 

distribution with temperatures in the 90ties.  In 

addition to our usual food, Second Chance 

continues to provide cat and dog food to households 

that need it, and we had fresh tomatoes, peppers, 

squash and potatoes to share (Thanks again to 

Wayne Stuck and Jerry and Mary Carlman!).  We 

served 56 households including 38 curbside 

deliveries (104 individuals) and 18 home deliveries 

(26 individuals).  This is a 20% increase over our 

last food bank participation.   

  

In August the food bank will be open on August 3 

and August 17. After that we will re-evaluate when 

we will be open based on the data we have 

regarding the numbers served this summer.    

  

Don’t forget the Farm to Family event for our 

community on August 1, 2020 in the First 

Methodist Church lot.  Everyone is invited – no 

restrictions!!  Concho Valley Regional Food Bank 

and the Mason County Food Bank will be 

distributing fresh produce, protein and milk.  Let 

your friends and family and coworkers know.  Call 

if you have questions. 

  

Thank you for your continued support to ensure 

Mason County individuals and families have the 

food they need! 

God bless! 

  

Nanci Gibbons 

MCFB, Manager 

210-240-4299 
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PUBLIC FOOD DISTRIBUTION  

ANNOUNCEMENT 

The Concho Valley Regional Food Bank, Mason 

County Food Bank, and community volunteers will 

host an Open Food Distribution on Saturday, 

August 1st, 10:30am- 12:30pm at First United 

Methodist Church parking lot, 22 Broad Street, 

Mason. 

 

The food being distributed is from the USDA 

Farmers To Families program providing fresh 

produce, protein, and milk. The event is a drive-

thru, no contact distribution in order to provide a 

safe environment for all. Please remain in your car 

and the volunteers will load your vehicle.  

 

For additional food, please contact your Mason 

County Food Bank at 210-240-4299 or contact the 

Concho Valley Regional Food Bank at 325-655-

3231. 

 

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 

 Motion approved to continue livestreaming our 

worship services and establish a support team. 

 Approval given for the purchase of office 

computer equipment. 

 Discussed set-up for the Fish Fry Fundraiser, 

August 30th. 

 Report given on the Stained Glass Window 

Pledge Drive: $79,225 pledged and $59,145 

received. 

 

ST. PAUL CELEBRATES AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

 

1 Jay Marek 

Janet Willmann 

4 Austin Habecker 

 Britny Lehmberg Fowler 

Coleman Swafford 

6 T. Martin Parrish 

9 Charles Geistweidt 

10 Nelda Rasco 

11 Penny Ruthven 

13 Sheri Jordan 

14 Kirsten Allen 

Vera Lynn Marin 

16 Helen Habecker 

18 Larry Wright 

20 Sharon Swafford 

21 Del Roy Reichenau 

22 Velma Gierisch 

 Kate Gillespie 

23 Mike Smith 

24 Staci Habecker 

 Pierce Isaac Fowler 

 Billy Todd 

 Mike Goff 

28 Carlton Schmidt 

29 Noah Sparks 

31 Pastor Fred Krebs 

 

If your birthday or a family member’s birthday is 

not listed or is listed incorrectly, please let Deb 

Probst know @ 325-597-2832 or. Thank you for 

helping us with this project.   

ANNUAL FISH FRY 

St. Paul Lutheran’s 

Annual Fish Fry will be 

held Sunday, August 30th 

immediately following the 

worship service.  Plans 

are to serve fried catfish, potato salad, beans, hush 

puppies and a drink for a free-will offering.  The 

council has designated the proceeds to go toward 

repair and covering of our stained glass windows.  

Dress will be casual for the day.  We encourage 

everyone to mark their calendar to attend. 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR JUNE 
Congregational Giving: $18,855.39 

Expenditures:  $19,210.76 

 

STEWARDSHIP DIRECTORY 
FOR August 

 
Lay Reader: Carolyn Loeffler 

Communion Assistants: Jeff Owen &  

  Mark Lehmberg 

Council Rep. on Duty: Merlina Gamel  

Bell Ringers:  Tommy Starks & Mark Lehmberg  

Speaker System:  Bob Vacek & Mark Lehmberg  

Ushers:  Hunter Wenzel, Garrett Allen, 

  Frank King, and Mike Goff 

Property Person on Duty: Mike Goff 

Acolytes: 

  (8/2) Cannon Jacoby & Cason Jacoby 

  (8/9)  

  (8/16) Ryne Todd & Rylan Todd 

  (8/23) Reegan Evans 

  (8/30) Carlton Schmidt 

Altar Guild: 

 Flower Chairman:  Katherine Groves 

 Parament Chairman:  Kassi Reichenau 

 Communion Chairman:  Helen Habecker 

Memorials: Church Office 347-5582  

 

 

 

CHURCH DIRECTORY 

 

Rev. Fred Krebs                                               Pastor  

Mrs. Heather McFarland         Church Administrator 

Mrs. Ann Mahnken       Youth Coordinator 

 

Church Office Hours: 

Mon.-Thurs.    8:30 A.M. – 4:00 P.M. 

(325)347-5582 (Office)           (325)347-8420 (Fax) 

Email: stpaulmason@gmail.com   

Website: www.stpaulmason.com 

mailto:stpaulmason@gmail.com

