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   The mission of St. Paul Lutheran Church is to hear, share, and proclaim the Word of God.        

 

 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

 
“I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the 
house of the LORD!’” Psalm 122: 1 
 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
The verse above from Psalm 122 was sung by 
worshipers as they entered the temple in Jerusalem at 
times of festivals and spiritual pilgrimages.  Some of 
them had been in the temple before.  Yet for others it 
was their first time.  Imagine their joy and excitement in 
climbing the steps and entering into that awesome and 
sacred house of God!    

 
How will we feel when we enter into the sacred 
space of St. Paul Church again?  Some have already 
done so, as we began opening up again on May 31.  
Others are waiting a bit longer to see whether the 
Coronavirus has subsided for the summer or not.  
Some members have more health concerns than 
others, and we must be sensitive to each other.   
 
We have been facing a lot of “unknowns” over the 
past several months.  We are still not sure what lies 
ahead.  How glad we are that finally we are coming 
back person to person in the sanctuary, albeit with 
certain social distancing measures in place. 
 
I never thought I would see a situation quite like 
this.  At times in the past, I have thought that we 
should remind each other to stay home when we 
are feeling sick, rather than pass illnesses to one 
another. Even so, I never dreamed we would 
actually need to refrain from having normal person 
to person worship.   
 
The Epistle of James reminds us to only make our 
plans according to God’s will: “Come now,  
you who say, ‘Today or tomorrow we will go to 
such and such a town and spend a year there, doing 
business and making money.’ Yet you do not even 
know what tomorrow may bring.… Instead you 
ought to say, ‘If the Lord wishes, we will live and do 
this or that.’”  (James 4: 13-15) 
 

 
 
Let’s proceed forward asking for the Lord’s wisdom 
and discernment.  So many plans have changed for 
young and old alike.  I don’t need to name them – 
we all know. 
 
There are times when we may feel like we’re all on 
the Starship Enterprise traveling through space to 
another universe, a different solar system. But 
really, we’re still here on earth.  We’re just 
experiencing life in new ways.  Our Lord continues 
walking with us always.  It’s a time to draw closer 
to one another and to God as well.  We’re growing 
in our servanthood.  We’re becoming more thankful 
for our loved ones and our health care workers and 
those who prepare our meals and do special 
services.   
 
As we come back into the church for worship, let’s be 
truly joyful that we can “go to the house of the Lord.”  
Let’s also be respectful and sensitive to each other’s 
health and well-being. Until we get farther along in 
understanding this pandemic, let’s do our best to social 
distance every other pew between families and small 
groups of friends. Even though they’re uncomfortable, 
masks will be available at the entrances, so let’s try to 
use them especially during singing and prayer responses 
– in fact, let’s just sing a bit softer awhile (and I’ll try to 
do so also).  We’ll pass the peace simply as a spoken 
greeting with lots of heartfelt eye contact.  For those 
who wish to visit after church, let’s visit outside to allow 
space and fresh air between us. 
 
As each week goes by, we will likely be changing how 
we do things as we hope and pray for a summer 
downturn of COVID-19.  We will keep you informed.  
The live streaming will continue for those who feel they 
may need more time before they return.  Whether in 
church physically or online, let’s rejoice together in the 
words of Psalm 122:1: “I was glad when they said to me, 
‘Let us go to the house of the Lord.’” 
 

In Christ’s Grace & Peace & Love, 

Pastor Fred Krebs 
 
 
  

 



  
 

Summer Plans for Children and Youth 
 

As May comes to a close, St. Paul’s kids are still 

doing Sunday School at home with families from 

lessons compiled and e-mailed by Ann Mahnken.  As 

we move into June, we will follow the same format 

until the Church Council determines that it is safe to 

resume weekly education on church premises.  We 

will conclude our May study with the powerful story 

from Acts 2 and the celebration of Pentecost Sunday.  

On that date, Peter preached a powerful sermon to the 

crowd, inviting them to repent and be baptized and 

telling them that they would be recipients of the gift 

of the Holy Spirit.  During the coming weeks, we will 

study Peter, Stephen, Philip and the Ethiopian, and 

get an introduction to Paul.  The ladies should not be 

left out, so Dorcas and Lydia will be included.  In 

July and August, we will have a theme of “We Have 

Decided to Follow Jesus.” This will be very special 

and will include a workshop format of learning 

through Bible stories, crafts, drama, and games.  This 

will be a NOT to be MISSED event. 

 

We have felt many losses during this time of change 

due to the COVID-19 outbreak, but one that truly 

saddens the people involved in Christian Education is 

the need to cancel the joint Vacation Bible School 

supported by St. Paul, United Methodist, and Art 

Methodist Churches. 

I would like to share a few of the reasons for the 

cancellation with you: 

 

1. One of our major VBS goals is to let the 

children of our 3 churches share the blessings 

in Christian Education they have had with the 

unchurched children of our Community.  With 

the addition of these children, our attendance is 

traditionally 100+students and from 50 to 70 

support staff.  It is impossible to have this many 

people on our campus at this time. 

 

2. Safety is always our first priority and we have 

consulted a broad group of people in making 

this decision.  It was a unanimous decision that 

we cannot ensure safety and provide the daily 

cleaning necessary at this time. 

 

3. We were already having problems getting 

people to agree to help this year.  Many of our 

great helpers are over 50 years of age and they 

did not feel comfortable in the present 

situation.  Moms that have helped in previous 

years needed a break as they have been helping 

in their children’s education at home since 

March. 

 

4. We felt that there is a sequence that we need to 

follow in the present circumstances: a. Begin in-

house Church services, b. Begin Sunday School 

in a safe and effective way, and c. Add on extra 

activities such as Children’s Church, Jr. 

Lutherans, Youth Groups, and Vacation Bible 

School.  This summer our priorities will be 

resuming worship and education in Sunday 

School. 

 

5. St. Paul Lutheran was supposed to host VBS 

this summer.  We will be the host church next 

summer. 

 

I want to thank this congregation for the way they 

support our kids.  Please look for opportunities to 

continue to do this.  The kids and youth need you, as 

you need them.  We know Our Lord has a plan to 

help us through this challenging time and we ask Him 

to direct our paths.  Let’s make the summer of the 

Pandemic, one in which we embrace the challenge of 

great growth in our faith.  May God bless and keep 

each of you and may you be safe as wonderful 

Children and People of God.   

 

In His Love and Care, Ann Mahnken 

 

ST. PAUL POET JOANN LINDEMANN 

HONORED BY PRESS ASSOCIATION 

 

American Amateur Press Association: 

I’m overjoyed to introduce JoAnn Lindemann as a 

new member of AAPA. I’ve known JoAnn since the 

1970’s, when she was a student in my high school 

freshman and then senior English class at Mason 

(Texas) High School. She proved very quickly that 

she was a talented writer, but it was not until after she 

graduated that I learned what a dedicated writer she 

was. 

JoAnn lived on my morning school bus route, and for 

several years I picked her up out where her father 

ranched at Fly Gap. After she graduated, she no 

longer rode the bus. However, her nieces and nephew 

who lived on another ranch east of Art, Texas, were 

on that same route, and a couple of months into the 

next school year, one of her nieces handed me a large 

manila envelope as she boarded the bus one morning. 

Inside was a batch of writing, fiction and poetry, with 

a note asking me to critique it if I had time. That 

started a forty-year exchange by which she has 

shared her writing with me, making my life richer. 

However, what I find more remarkable than that 

history is that JoAnn is one of a fading icon of Texas, 

if not America. After graduation from high school, 

she stayed home to care for her parents. I believe her 

father was foreman of the ranch at Fly Gap, but they 

bought their own place north of Mason. Her father 

died, and JoAnn kept the ranch. She never married, 

so she works it on her own. She is one of a rare breed 

I’ve known only a few in my life, a single Texas Hill 

Country ranch woman. 

 

By Clarence Wolfshohl 
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BOOK RELEASE 

 

“Bittersweet” a book of poetry written by JoAnn 

Lindemann, will be soon available for purchase. The 

book is edited and published by Dr. Carence 

Wolfshohl, El Grito de Lobo Press, in Fulton, 

Missouri.  

This book of new poetry, written in her engaging and 

distinctive style is rich in imagery and a portrayal of 

Hill Country days and ranching ways. 

This is a limited press run- only a small number of 

books will be available. The cost per copy is $20.  

If you’re interested in buying a book, please text to 

325-347-6118. 

Books should be ready for distribution in June or 

July, and payment required upon deliver.  

Thank you for your support. 

 

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 

 Council packets were circulated by email. 

Council did not have an in-person meeting for 

the month of May. 

 

ST. PAUL CELEBRATES JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

 

5 Paris Jones 

 Lathan Atchison 

 

6 Kathleen Smith 

 Rachel Schmidt 

 

7 Teddy Ray Doyal 

 

8 Glenn Nebgen 

 

9 Gretchen Qualls 

 Martha Smith 

 

10 Cynthia Bauer 

 Elizabeth Rose Schmidt 

 

11 Ashley Martin 

 Holland Terrell 

 

12 Dalton Wade Kast 

  

16 Shane Schmidt 

 

18 Lynn Ake  

Briggs Quinn Jones 

 

20 Janet Schmidt 

 

21 Anissa Habecker 

 

25 Alana Gaile Evans 

 

26 Josh Brooks 

 Judith Barton 

 

29 Mary Jo Cockrell 

 

30 Kathy Krebs 

 

 

If your birthday or a family member’s birthday is not 

listed or is listed incorrectly, please let Deb Probst 

know @ 325-597-2832 or dcprobst@hotmail.com. 

Thank you for helping us with this project.   

 

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR APRIL 
Congregational Giving: $18,431.06 

Expenditures:  $17,581.04 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP DIRECTORY 
FOR JUNE 

 

Communion Assistants: Kathy Krebs and 

  Jenna Jacoby 

 

Council Rep. on Duty: Justin Yonker 

 

Bell Ringers:  Tommy Starks and Mark Lehmberg 

 

Speaker System:  Bob Vacek and Mark Lehmberg  

 

Ushers:  Jeff Owen, Charles Geistweidt, 

  Bob Capps, and Nancy Brown 

 

Property Person on Duty: Bert Mahnken  

 

Acolytes: 

  (6/7) Cannon Jacoby & Cason Jacoby  

  (6/14) Carlton Schmidt  

  (6/21) Cannon Jacoby & Cason Jacoby 

  (6/28) Reegan Evans 

 

Altar Guild: 

 Flower Chairman:  Sherie Clarkson 

 Parament Chairman:  Carolyn Loeffler 

 Communion Chairman:  Bonnie Schmidt 

 

Women’s Bible Study: 

    Evening Bible Study (5 PM – Third Tues. of  

  Month) in the Office Building 

  

Memorials: Church Office 347-5582  

 

We wish to thank those who have so graciously 

contributed their time and talents toward the ministry 

of St. Paul Lutheran Church. 

 

 

CHURCH DIRECTORY 

 

Rev. Fred Krebs                                              Pastor  

Mrs. Heather McFarland Church Administrator 

Mrs. Ann Mahnken       Youth Coordinator 

 

Church Office Hours: 

Mon.-Thurs.    8:30 A.M. – 4:00 P.M. 

(325)347-5582 (Office)           (325)347-8420 (Fax) 

Email: stpaulmason@gmail.com   

Website: www.stpaulmason.com 

mailto:stpaulmason@gmail.com
http://www.stpaulmason.com/

