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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

 
“Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in 
prayer.”  Romans 12:12 
 
Dear Friends in Christ,  
 

As we daily hope for answers to the COVID-19 
coronavirus pandemic, now is a time for hope, 
patience, and continued fervent prayer.  St. Paul’s 
words above give us wisdom and inspiration.  Let’s 
not forget that St. Paul spoke from his own real-life 
experiences of suffering and being patient and in 
prayer in the midst of all he and others around him 
experienced.  Paul experienced scoffing, storms, 
shipwreck, and imprisonment as he proclaimed the 
good news of God’s love in Jesus to many people in 
many countries.  Yet Paul continued on by God’s 
grace in his mission journeys, in spite of all things! 
 
When an event like this pandemic happens, the world 
is never quite the same again.  Right now, we are all 
anxious and “antsy” in the midst of it.  Yet what can 
we learn from it?  Might we learn that all of us in the 
world are vulnerable to the same health problems 
and concerns?  Might we grow stronger by working 
together in concern and unity?  Might warfare be 
quieted and paused so that we can consider peaceful 
solutions and have a bit more mercy and concern for 
life, even the lives of our enemies?  
 
Thus far, Mason County has not been directly hit by 
this virus other than one ranch owner who currently 
lives in the Houston area.  Not everyone will contract 
this virus, but many have and many still will.  For 
some it will be mild, for others more severe.  It is not 
the same as the flu virus.  Nevertheless, as it has 
spread worldwide, it can be compared to the flu 
pandemic of 1918.  Here is an excerpt from a book by 
my Uncle Art Krebs about his life and that difficult 
time for my father’s family in the Beechview section 
of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. As you will note, my 
Uncle Art was the ONLY one in the family who did not 
fall ill with the flu – so at the tender age of 14, Art 
had to take on huge responsibilities: 
 

 
 
 
It was 1918. With the war going full blast in Europe, 
the influenza epidemic of 1918-1919 struck, not only 
in this country, but in much of the rest of the world. It 
hit our family disastrously.  Our six-year-old sister, 
Della Edith, died at home on November 4, 1918, after 
our father had been taken to Allegheny General 
Hospital. There he died on the morning of November 
11, 1918 (the first Armistice Day at the end of World 
War I).  Papa never knew that Della had died.  
Because of his illness it was decided that he should 
not be told. 
 
Things were very bleak and sad.  All of us were sick 
with influenza or pneumonia, with the exception of 
me.  Mother had been unable to go to Della’s funeral 
because she was sick.  Only I and some relatives had 
gone. This was before the days of funeral homes.  
Della had been laid out at home. Papa was laid out 
for viewing in his sister Mary’s home.  Mother was 
too sick to be able to go there or to Papa’s funeral.  I 
went with my Uncle Joseph Ganz (mother’s brother) 
who also lived in Beechview. A lot of people went to 
the funeral, in spite of the hazards of the “flu” and the 
bad weather. Papa was very much liked. Papa left 
mother with four surviving children; me, age 14; 
Laura, age 8; Alfred, age 4 and a half; and Reinhart 
(“Yuppie”), age 3.  …  Our family has learned that “the 
influenza” is a great leveler, and nobody can afford 
to cut corners or think it cannot happen to him/her.  
Even if you do everything right, it can still find the 
chink in the armor. 
 
It is obvious, from this account of my Uncle Art, that 
the world of 1918 had no concept of “social isolation” 
as a way to level the curve of a pandemic.  Today we 
do.  We do not have all the answers.  We do need 
much prayer, wisdom, and caution in deciding when 
and how to fully open our businesses, economy, 
communities, and schools again.  In the words of St. 
Paul, let’s be hopeful, patient, and persevere in 
prayer!  

      
In Christ’s Grace & Peace & Love, 

Pastor Fred Krebs  
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ST. PAUL CELEBRATES MAY 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

2 Kirby Groves 

 Savannah Kast 

 

3  Ryne Todd 

 

6  Marcy Young 

 

7 LaVerne Kothmann 

 

8 Reid Alan Yonker 

 

10 Joan Kettner 

 Tammy Parrish 

 LaVerne Tanner 

 

13 Terry Owen 

 

16 Lanie Schmidt 

 

17 Steve Cochran 

 

20  Pastor Charles Eckert 

 

23 Kris Eckert 

 Teresa Gierisch 

 

27 Sara Banta 

 Bert Mahnken 

 Matt Schmidt 

 

28 Camille Schmidt 

  

30 Rylan Todd 

 

31 Scott Williams 

 

If your birthday or a family member’s birthday 

is not listed or is listed incorrectly, please let 

Deb Probst know @ 325-597-2832 or 

dcprobst@hotmail.com. Thank you for helping 

us with this project. 

 

FACE MASK SEWING AND 

DISTRIBUTION 
Christina Peaden, from the River of Life 

Church, is organizing a team to collect 

materials, sew, and distribute washable face 

masks in our community. If you would be 

interested in contributing or would like more 

information, contact Christina at 325-218-2952. 

 

 
Congratulations to our senior graduate  

Mickey Nail  

and our eighth grade graduates Jack Gillespie, 

Jackson Lehmberg, Cy Nobles, Ryne Todd,  

& Rance Vierus. 

 

 
 

Graduation is a time for reflection  
on the labors of the Past,  

the accomplishments of the Present, 
and the possibilities of the Future. 

 

 

EASTER’S OVER…WHAT NOW? 

 

All my life as a student of the Word, I felt like 

the most powerful Old Testament story was the 

story of Moses and the deliverance of the 

Hebrew people from the bondage of slavery, 

and I felt like the most powerful New Testament 

story was Jesus’ death and resurrection, where 

He delivered all of us from the bondage of sin 

and death.  At this time, many of us may feel 

like we are in bondage to the virus which 

ravages our land so I want to share a poem that I 

gave to the kids this week with their on-line 

Sunday School lesson. 
 

Easter Ever After! 

 

Every day since Easter Sunday,  

we know that Jesus lives. 

Every day since Easter Sunday,  

we share the love He gives. 

Every day since Easter Sunday,  

we know that we’re forgiven. 

Every day since Easter Sunday,  

we know we’ll be in heaven. 

Every day since Easter Sunday,  

is filled with joy and laughter. 

SO, every day since Easter Sunday 

is Easter EVER AFTER! 

 

So, let’s go forward living in the glow of Easter, 

knowing WHOSE we are and that we truly are 

NEW CREATIONS.  This knowledge should 

make us HUNGRY to live in and learn from 

God’s Word!  As I prepare lesson for kids on-

line, I pray for all of your children individually.  

I pray that they will be safe and I pray that both 

Easter and this time of social distancing will 

change us—that we will experience a revival of 
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wanting to know God better and to follow Jesus 

more fully.  Our New Testament lessons will 

involve the appearance of Jesus and the 

conversations that Jesus shared with His 

followers to tell them and us of the work that we 

need to do in His kingdom. 

 

If we get to have our annual Vacation Bible 

School, it will be held at St. Paul the last week 

of July, 27th thru 30th.  I will let you know as 

soon as our Church leaders determine what is 

best for the safety of the children. 

 

Oh, do I miss those smiles, hugs, songs, and 

discussions of Jesus and His love!  I treasure the 

little notes the kids have sent me, from St. Paul 

and the Mun children that we hold close in our 

hearts. 
 

In closing, 

In late ‘2019 when the virus began 

it brought change and fear  

to all people in our land. 

April came and churches were closed. 

“No Easter this year”, the world supposed. 

Every saint in every nation, 

 the tall and the small, 

Celebrated Jesus in spite of it all. 

The world saw something, it hadn’t before. 

Easter doesn’t come from a store. 

Easter means a WHOLE LOT MORE! 

The churches are empty- 

but so is the tomb! 

So, on Easter Ever After, this is my prayer: 

May the world see hope  

when it sees God’s people. 

May we know that the church  

is not a building or steeple. 

 

May 2020 be a year of survival…. a time when 

God’s people start a revival!    

 

 In His love, Ann Mahnken 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR MARCH 
Congregational Giving: $37,284.52 

Expenditures:  $18,173.21 

 

STEWARDSHIP DIRECTORY 
FOR May 

 

Lay Reader: Kathy Krebs 

Communion Assistants:  Rachel Schmidt & 

  Janet Schmidt 

Council Rep. on Duty:  Paulette Keller 

Bell Ringers:  Tommy Starks & Mark 

Lehmberg 

Speaker System:  Bob Vacek and Mark 

Lehmberg  

Ushers:  Rex Smith, Paulette Keller, Mike Goff, 

  and Bert Mahnken 

Property Person on Duty: Harold Albers  

 Altar Guild: 

  Flower Chairman:  Katherine Groves 

  Parament Chairman:  Kassi Reichenau 

  Communion Chairman:  Helen Habecker 

Women’s Bible Study: 

    Evening Bible Study (5 PM – Third Tues. of  

  Month) in the Church Library 

 Memorials: Church Office 347-5582 

We wish to thank those who have so graciously 

contributed their time and talents toward the 

ministry of St. Paul Lutheran Church. 
 

 

CHURCH DIRECTORY 

 

Rev. Fred Krebs                                         Pastor  

Mrs. Heather McFarland   Church Administrator 

Mrs. Ann Mahnken            Youth Coordinator 

 

Church Office Hours: 

Mon.-Thurs.    8:30 A.M. – 4:00 P.M. 

(325)347-5582 (Office)      (325)347-8420 (Fax) 

Email: stpaulmason@gmail.com   

Website: www.stpaulmason.com 

mailto:stpaulmason@gmail.com

