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         The mission of St. Paul Lutheran Church is to hear, share, and proclaim the Word of God.     
    

 

 

 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK: 
 

“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in 
trouble. Therefore we will not fear, though the earth 
should change, though the mountains shake in the 
heart of the sea; though its waters roar and foam, 
though the mountains tremble with its tumult.” 
                   (Psalm 46: 1-3) 
 
Dear Friends in Christ,  
 
We may feel as though everything in the world and in 
our lives has changed in the midst of this COVID-19 
Coronavirus quarantine.  Yet the psalmist proclaims that 
even if the very earth should change all the way to its 
foundations, God is still “our refuge and strength, a very 
present help in trouble.”  (Ps. 46:1)   
  
I find these words of Martin Luther at a time of great 
plague in the 16th century to be very meaningful and 
helpful in the midst of this 21st century pandemic: “I 
shall ask God mercifully to protect us. Then I shall 
fumigate, help purify the air, administer medicine and 
take it. I shall avoid places and persons where my 
presence is not needed in order not to become 
contaminated and thus perchance inflict and pollute 
others and so cause their death as a result of my 
negligence.” 
  
As we all know, out of our concern for each other, all 
our neighbors, and the need to diminish the growth of 
this serious pandemic in our own country and 
throughout the world, we have been livestreaming our 
St. Paul services of worship via Facebook beginning with 
the bells and prelude at 10:40 AM.  However, you do 
not need to be a member of Facebook to receive the 
service; you may enter through our church website: 
www.stpaulmason.com/media.  If you are having 
problems figuring out how to click into our service, call 
another member who can hopefully help you, or please 
call the church office during the week for instructions: 
325-347-5582. For those without internet access, or if 
you simply prefer, you may tune into our previous 
Sunday’s edited radio broadcast on our local station 
KHLB 102.5 FM.  
 

 
 
 
 
We have received many compliments on the quality of 
our St. Paul online streaming.  We are grateful to 
Heather McFarland, Chad Schmidt, Chel Terrell, Bob 
Vacek, and Mark Lehmberg, along with anyone else who 
is helping with this. 
 
Each Thursday morning, you may come by the church 
narthex for a bulletin.  For those who receive our 
church emails, you will find attached each week our 
complete Sunday bulletin for the upcoming Sunday, the 
Celebrate Insert, a Sunday School lesson for families 
with children, and the children’s church bulletin.   
 
We are working hard to make services interesting and 
slightly briefer during this time, as worshiping online is 
not the same as worshiping in person.  I will also try to 
say a little something to the children each week.  
Parents, please print out the children’s Sunday School 
lessons and worship bulletins, as I may refer to them.  
Face to face adult classes and confirmation class are 
temporarily suspended until further notice. I may send 
out some confirmation lessons by email attachments.   
 
On Palm Sunday, April 5, a very small group of helpers 
and I will process forward with palms.  I will ask our 
assigned reader and at least one other reader to help 
read the passion story as a dramatic dialogue (which 
will be included with our preceding Thursday email). 
 
We will be livestreaming our Holy Week Maundy 
Thursday and Good Friday services at 7 PM each 
night.  On Maundy Thursday, I will ask us to imagine 
being present at Jesus’ last Passover with his disciples.  
Even though we will not be able to celebrate Holy 
Communion, we will sense our Lord’s presence binding 
us together from our own homes.  
 
We are not sure yet how we will celebrate Easter.  
Perhaps we will have “drive-up” church!   
Look forward to more updates! 
 

      In Christ’s Grace & Peace & Love, 

              Pastor Fred Krebs 
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ST PAUL SESQUICENTENNIAL 
 

As we prepare to celebrate the 150th anniversary of 

St. Paul Lutheran, we are finding information back 

in the 1870's including our first pastor, Rev. Huber's 

account of the HooDoo War. Note the display in the 

fellowship hall of the first eight pastors during the 

1852-96 years of the Struggling Church.  There 

seemed to be an "uncertainty" whether the 

congregation would make it as a church.  Rev. Wm 

Pfennig was here less than a year, and did not 

receive a salary!   Pictures of the first church 

buildings including a parsonage are 

displayed.  Sound foundations were made which 

continue today.      

--H Charles Eckert 

 

REPORT FROM THE 150th ANNIVERSARY 

COMMITTEE 

 

The 150th Year Anniversary Committee has been 

meeting & making preparations towards the 

celebration. Their next meeting will be on June 4 at 

5:00 PM. If you would like a copy of the recent 

update & report, contact the church office. If there 

are any questions or concerns, contact Justin 

Yonker at 346-4844. 

 

EXTENDED FOOD PANTRY DATES  
 

Beginning March 30 the food bank will be open for 

1 day (Monday) every 2 weeks.  Hours will be 3:00-

5:30 and food will be provided by drive-thru and go 

only.  

 

Food will be pre-bagged for families of 1-2; 3-5 and 

6 and above.  Clients will not have an opportunity 

to select what they want.  We plan to resume 

allowing clients to select what they want when this 

event is over. 

 

Needs:  5 volunteers each morning the food bank is 

open.  Volunteers will come to the food bank at 

9:00 and pre-pack food for that afternoon. 

Volunteers must be willing to have their 

temperature taken at the door, certify they are not 

sick and maintain social distancing while at the food 

bank. 

 

If you are interested in helping as a volunteer, 

please email or call me with the date(s) you are 

available.  A maximum of 5 volunteers per day will 

be strictly enforced. 

 

If you know of persons who need food, please let 

them know of this resource. 

 

Nancy Gibbons 

BCFS System Headquarters 

210-240-4299 

 

 

 

 

 

LENTEN JOURNEY 2020 

 

The Lenten journey is always a time of serious 

reflection for me, but this year as I prepare Sunday 

School on line due to the Coronavirus, I find myself 

unable to give you an accurate lesson plan for 

Sunday School and Children’s Church in April.   

I can assure you that our celebration of the death 

and resurrection of our Lord will again, be very 

LIFE-CHANGING,  because the times we are 

living in give us cause to, more than ever, trust in 

God for His provision and promises when we are 

surrounded by change, fear, and doubt. 

So, rather than me tell you exactly what you can 

expect your child to learn at St. Paul in the months 

ahead, I ask you to consider the importance of 

God’s Word and the power of the “Good News” of 

Christ in the future.   

As we rush to the grocery store to purchase those 

items we cannot live without, I ask you to consider 

that in the grocery list of life, Christian education 

and knowledge of the power of God through His 

son Jesus will be placed at the top of our list.  And 

as our Heavenly Father leads us through these tough 

days, let us remember to keep these crucial 

learnings at the top of the list for growing as a Child 

of God.   

As a follower of Jesus, I need to be in my church.  

Hearing God’s word proclaimed after I read and 

study at home is for me, like fuel is to my 

automobile. 

Allow me to take my closing sentences into the 

form of a rhyme: 

 

The Church This Lent 

 

At St. Paul, Lent is of time of growth and study, a 

time of gathering on Wednesday and sitting close to 

my buddy.  I ask you to join me in doing a new 

thing this year, as many old practices disappear that 

we hold dear. Even though we may worship in a 

new place, let’s make sure Sunday School and 

Church are at the center and show us God’s Grace!  

God wants us to honor, love, and serve Him every 

day. Even though it may look different, we will find 

the way!! Out of all hard times, good things will 

come as Sunday School songs we continue to hum. 

I ask you to join me in growing in God’s Word each 

day, and seeing the miracles appear along the way. 

And as we gather for Easter this year, find strength 

and knowledge in the story we hear.  

 

By Ann Mahnken in Christ’s Love 

 

Romans 8:28 ALL THINGS work for GOOD for 

those that LOVE THE LORD! 

Our faith in God does not waver in hard times 

because we know God is with us!!! 
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PRAYER FROM BISHOP SUE BRINER 
 

Here is a special prayer rephrased from our hymnal 

by our Southwestern Texas Bishop Sue Briner to be 

prayed in all our homes: “O God, you have called 

your servants to ventures of which we cannot see 

the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils 

unknown.  Give us faith to continue becoming your 

church in new ways, not yet knowing what that 

might look like, but trusting that your hand is 

leading us and your love supporting us; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.” 

 

NEW CALENDAR FORMAT 

 

Due to requests for an online calendar that could 

display future months for committee planning, the 

Proclaimer Calendar has a new look. This will keep 

the monthly calendar preparation streamlined.  

 

 

ST. PAUL CELEBRATES APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

 

3 Richard Lindley 

4 Harvey Zesch 

6 John Aycock 

9 Martha Vacek 

 Lisa Calhoun 

10 Karol Evans 

11 Cindy Jones 

12 Jordan Donop 

 Haylie Schmidt 

14 Ernest Gierisch 

 Melissa Stockbridge 

17 James Vacek 

20 Julie Gillespie 

22 Cy Nobles 

23 Kylie Sparks 

25 Tana Hofmann 

30 Nathaniel Nail 

 

If your birthday or a family member’s birthday is 

not listed or is listed incorrectly, please let Deb 

Probst know @ 325-597-2832 or 

dcprobst@hotmail.com. Thank you for helping us 

with this project.   

 

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 

 

 Delegates to the Southwestern Texas Synod 

Assembly have not been designated due to 

the event being postponed. 

 Property Insurance beginning in March will 

increase on an annual basis $238 above 

current premium. 

 Report given on the Stained Glass Window 

Pledge Drive: $79,225 pledged and $52,145 

received. 

 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR FEBRUARY 
 

Congregational Giving: $17,800.64 

Expenditures:  $20,516.23 

 

WEEKLY OFFERINGS  

 

Donations and offerings may be mailed to PO Box 

26, dropped off to the office, or by 

visiting www.stpaulmason.com/give . 

 

STEWARDSHIP DIRECTORY 
FOR April 

 

Lay Reader:  Justin Yonker 

Communion Assistants: Harold Albers & Kathy 

Krebs 

Council Rep. on Duty: Justin Yonker  

Bell Ringers:  Tommy Starks & Mark Lehmberg 

Speaker System:  Bob Vacek and Mark Lehmberg  

Ushers:  Jerry Bearden, Del Roy Reichenau, 

  Walt Reichenau, & Mark Lehmberg 

Property Person on Duty: Gene Geistweidt  

Altar Guild: 

  Flower Chairman:  Nancy Brown 

  Parament Chairman:  June Durst 

  Communion Chairman:  Sherry Schmidt 

Evening Bible Study (5 PM – Third Tues. of 

Month)  

Memorials: Church Office 347-5582  

 

We wish to thank those who have so graciously 

contributed their time and talents toward the 

ministry of St. Paul Lutheran Church. 

 

 

CHURCH DIRECTORY 

 

Rev. Fred Krebs                                              Pastor  

Mrs. Heather McFarland         Church Administrator 

Mrs. Ann Mahnken       Youth Coordinator 

 

Church Office Hours: 

Mon.-Thurs.    8:30 A.M. – 4:00 P.M. 

(325)347-5582 (Office)           (325)347-8420 (Fax) 

Email: stpaulmason@gmail.com   

Website: www.stpaulmason.com 
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