
  

 

 

                                              

 

         THE PROCLAIMER 
 

         March 2020 
 
                                                                             
         The mission of St. Paul Lutheran Church is to hear, share, and proclaim the Word of God.        

 

 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK: 

 
“…We preach Christ crucified, … the power of  
                 God and the wisdom of God.” 
                   (I Corinthians 1: 23 & 24) 
 
Dear Friends in Christ,  
 
It’s really good to come together during Lent for extra 
times of spiritual growth and fellowship.  The Mason 
community luncheons and devotions at the various 
Mason churches begin this Ash Wednesday, February 
26, at noon, here at our St. Paul fellowship hall, with 
Hilda UMC hosting.  Our St. Paul Ash Wednesday service 
will be at 6:30 PM.  On the following Wednesdays of 
Lent, an evening meal will be served at 5:30 PM each 
week, with a brief, half hour service following. 
 
As we begin Lent, we will receive ashes on our 
foreheads.  I will speak God’s words to Adam and Eve in 
Genesis 3:19: “You are dust and to dust you shall 
return.”  It is not easy for me to say those words, nor is it 
easy for any of us to hear them as the ashes are 
imposed on our foreheads.  We are friends and loved 
ones and brothers and sisters in Christ.  We know each 
other’s personalities.  We care about one another.  We 
do not think of each other as being like dust. Yet we also 
know that we have life only by the power of God, our 
Creator.  It is only by the breath of God’s Holy Spirit that 
we live and breathe and have our being.  It is only by 
God’s grace through Jesus Christ our Lord that we are 
restored and made new each day.  Life is a miracle!  
God’s love is a miracle! 
 
The word “Lent” comes from old European language 
roots and originally meant “length” signifying the 
lengthening of days as winter turned to spring.  In fact, 
the word Lent actually was the word for Spring in very 
old English.   Lent indeed brings us into Spring.  Lent 
lasts 40 days, not counting Sundays.  (Jesus rose from 
the dead on the first day of the week, and therefore, 
each Sunday is considered “a little Easter” rather than 
being counted as a day of Lent.)  It is good that we come 
together for spiritual deepening during this 40-day  
 
 
 

 
 
 
spiritual journey!  The number 40 appears in the 
scriptures as a whole and complete number for spiritual 
growth. Here are a few examples: 
 

 Noah & his family & God’s creatures were 40 
days in the ark as the skies rained and poured! 

 

 Moses fasted 40 days on Mt. Sinai when God 
gave him the 10 commandments! 

 

 God’s children of Israel journeyed in the 
wilderness 40 years on their way to the 
Promised Land! 

 

 In the story of Jonah, he proclaimed, “40 days & 
Ninevah shall be overthrown”--- and, lo & 
behold, the king actually listened & repented & 
prayed & fasted to bring the people of Ninevah 
to faith! 

 

 The prophet Elijah fasted 40 days while waiting 
for a new call from God after being exiled by 
wicked King Ahab & Queen Jezebel! 

 

 Our Lord Jesus was driven & led by God’s Spirit 
into the desert for 40 days to fast & pray & be 
tempted by Satan before beginning his mission! 

 

 40 days following his resurrection, Jesus 
ascended into heaven.  

 
Our 2020 Lenten midweek theme will  
be Lift High the Cross!  Our midweek offerings 
will go toward our ELCA World Hunger 
Program’s 40 Days of Giving.  Let us come on 
Sundays and on Wednesdays to lift high the 
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ together!   
 

        In God’s Grace & Peace & Love, 

              Pastor Fred Krebs   
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40 DAYS OF LENT 

 

2020 LENTEN THEME: “Lift High the Cross:  

   40 Days of Giving” 

(All midweek Lenten Offerings will go to ELCA 

  World Hunger.)  

 

Schedule:   

(Suppers will be served by our St. Paul committees 

at 5:30 PM on all Wednesdays except Ash 

Wednesday; all services begin at 6:30 PM) 

 

 Wednesday, March 4:  

  “Come, Christians, Follow” 

 Wednesday, March 11:  

  “This Triumphant Sign” 

 Wednesday, March 18:  

  “The Seal of Him Who Died” 

 Wednesday, March 25:  

  “Draw us all to Thee” 

 Wednesday, April 1:  

  “Praise to the Crucified for Victory!” 

 

Holy Week: 

 

Palm/Passion Sunday: April 5 at 10:45AM 

Maundy Thursday: April 9 at 6:30 PM  

Good Friday: April 10 at 6:30 PM  

Easter Sunday: Egg Hunt at 9:30 AM,  

     Resurrection Worship at 10:45 AM 

 

Lenten luncheons for 2020: 

 

March 4 St. Paul Lutheran 

March 11 First UMC 

March 18 River of Life 

March 25 St. Martin’s Episcopal 

April 1 St. Joseph’s Catholic 

April 9 Maundy 
Thursday, April 10 
Good Friday, April 12 
Easter  

No Lenten lunch 
service during Holy 
Week 

  

LENTEN SUPPER SCHEDULE -  

FELLOWSHIP HALL AT 5:30 PM 
 

Mar. 4  Host: Worship & Music Committee 

Mar. 11 Hosts: Parish History & Evangelism 

    Committees 

Mar. 18 Hosts: Parish Life & Stewardship  

    Committees 

Mar. 25 Host: Property Committee 

April 1  Hosts: Parish Education &   

  Children’s Church Committees 
 

 

EASTER LILIES 

 

The Altar Guild will decorate the 

church sanctuary again this year 

using Easter lilies.  Order envelopes 

will be inserted in the Sunday 

bulletins on March 15 and 22.  Please fill out the 

information on the envelope, place your payment 

inside and drop it in the marked box in the narthex.  

Cost per plant is $10. Deadline for orders will be 

Thursday, March 26. 

 

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 

 

 Designated Council Officers and Church 

Administrator to sign checks 

 Lenten offering has been designated to 

ELCA World Hunger 

 The annual fish fry fundraiser, sponsored by 

the church council, will be on August 30.  

 The annual council retreat was held 

immediately following the standing 

committee meeting on Sunday, February 23. 

 Report given on the Stained Glass Window 

Pledge Drive: $ 77,225 pledged and $45,800 

received. 

 

THE LESSONS OF EPIPHANY 

 

As the signs of Christmas disappear from our homes 

and town, it is our prayer that they will stay in the 

hearts of St. Paul’s children.  We have finished a 

study of the characters of Christmas.  What do we 

see in their hearts that God desires to see in ours?  

In other words, what does God want for Christmas?  

It has been such a joy to spend the last month 

focusing on these teachings with St. Paul’s kids!  

We will share a little of what we learned: 

 

Gabriel….shared the “Good News of Jesus”….we 

should too! 

Mary….said YES to God….we should too! 

Joseph TRUSTED in God….we should too! 

Shepherds ran to Jesus….we should too! 

Wise Men had faith to take the journey…we 

should too! 

Jesus…these characters Believed in Jesus….we 

should too! 

 

Remembering these teachings, the joy and wonder 

of the Christmas season lives within our hearts 

throughout the year! 

 

In Sunday School, as we move toward Lent, we will 

study the calling of the disciples and then move 

forward to the events of Holy Week.  Like the Wise 

Men of old, we will grow in faith as we take the 

journey.  We strongly urge you to attend Lenten 

worship as a family and as the theme, “Lift High the 

Cross” implies, let us grow as God’s Children to 

BELIEVE in the Jesus that Mary delivered but 

who delivers us from the powers of sin and death.   

“The child that you delivered will soon deliver 

you…”  These are beautiful words from one of my 

favorite Christmas songs “Mary Did You Know?”  

This is our Children’s Church theme from Epiphany 
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until Easter.  Not only are we having fun learning 

the song, but we are studying the powerful meaning.  

Our January theme was a drama about 

miracles….Jesus walking on water. Our February 

theme will be healing…The blind will see; the deaf 

will hear; the dead will live again. 

 

When sweet Mary said yes to God, she thought her 

son would be king, but, as in all of our lives, trouble 

comes.  In March, we will go with Mary through the 

hard times:  the beatings, Gethsemane, and the cross 

and then in April, we will experience the 

resurrection in the musical lines “Mary did you 

know that your baby boy is Lord of all creation? 

Mary did you know that your baby boy will one day 

rule the nations?  Did you know that your baby boy 

is Heaven’s perfect lamb?  This sleeping child 

you’re holding is the GREAT I AM!”   

 

We try so hard to connect critical learnings to 

powerful music.  Music is the heart of learning and 

anything sung is easy to remember. 

 

We are developing a group of children who really 

want to sing so look forward in your weekly 

bulletin for times when the kids will share their 

hearts with you through the power of music!  You 

are in for some special treats! 

 

From the Wise Men, we learned that we need to 

have faith to take the journey  so let’s join together 

as church families on our Lenten journey where we 

show love to Mary’s baby boy who gives us the gift 

of salvation!  Wise Men seek Him still!  Let’s make 

the most of all opportunities to do this at St. Paul!  

Thanks be to God! 

 

In Christ’s love, Ann Mahnken 

 

ST. PAUL CELEBRATES MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

 

2 Yuna Mun 

6 Alett Rosberg 

8  Jessie Gierisch 

13 Helen Hahn 

 Chris Marquart 

14 Jill Cochran 

 Caleb Reichenau 

15 Alberta Birk 

 Hunter Geistweidt 

16 Millie McKay Marquart 

17 Chelsea Hey 

 Wesley Nebgen 

19 Jeff Schmidt 

20 Hux Geistweidt 

23 Katie Wallace 

26 Deb Probst 

27 Hunter Wenzel 

28 Linda Owen 

31 Adley Ann Martin 

 

If your birthday or a family member’s birthday is 

not listed or is listed incorrectly, please let Deb 

Probst know @ 325-597-2832 or 

dcprobst@hotmail.com. Thank you for helping us 

with this project.   

NEW EMAIL 

Janette Tomlinson has a new email address: 

janettetomlinson27@gmail.com 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR JANUARY 
 

Congregational Giving: $13,721.17 

Expenditures:  $23,805.20 

 

STEWARDSHIP DIRECTORY 
FOR March 

 

Lay Reader:  Janette Tomlinson 

Communion Assistants: Jeff Owen & 

 Mark Lehmberg 

Council Rep. on Duty: Chad Schmidt 

Bell Ringers:  Tommy Starks, Mark Lehmberg, and 

Wayne Carl Hofmann 

Speaker System:  Bob Vacek and Mark Lehmberg  

Ushers: Gene Geistweidt, Nicholas Gierisch, 

  Frank King, & Hunter Wenzel  

Property Person on Duty: Glenn Ruthven 

Greeters: 

  (3/1) Jimie Ruth Langehennig & Mike Goff  

  (3/8) Youth   

  (3/15) Paulette Keller & Nancy Brown 

  (3/22)   Glenn & Debbie Nebgen 

  (3/29) Linda Owen & Nelda Rasco 

Acolytes 

  (3/1) Caeleb Carter & Rance Vierus  

  (3/4-Lent) Cason & Cannon Jacoby 

  (3/8) Jackson Lehmberg  

  (3/11-Lent) Jackson Lehmberg 

  (3/15) Rance Vierus & Caeleb Carter 

  (3/18-Lent) Carlton Schmidt & John Preston Parrish 

  (3/22)  Ryne & Rylan Todd  

  (3/25-Lent) Cason & Cannon Jacoby 

  (3/29) Jack Gillespie & Cannon Rabon 

  (4/1-Lent) Reegan Evans & John Preston Parrish 

Altar Guild: 

  Flower Chairman:  Sherie Clarkson 

  Parament Chairman:  Carolyn Loeffler 

  Communion Chairman:  Bonnie Schmidt 

Women’s Bible Study:   
Morning Bible Study- (First Wed. of the month at  

    10:00 AM)  Bible Study Leader: Cynthia Bauer 

      Hostess:  Sherie Clarkson 

Evening Bible Study (5 PM – Third Tues. of 

Month) Location:  Church Library 

Memorials: Church Office 347-5582  

 
We wish to thank those who have so graciously 

contributed their time and talents toward the ministry of 

St. Paul Lutheran Church. 

 

CHURCH DIRECTORY 

 
Rev. Fred Krebs                                                             Pastor  

Mrs. Heather McFarland                    Church Administrator 

Mrs. Ann Mahnken           Youth Coordinator 

 

Church Office Hours: 

Mon.-Thurs.    8:30 A.M. – 4:00 P.M. 

(325)347-5582 (Office)           (325)347-8420 (Fax) 

Email: stpaulmason@gmail.com   

Website: www.stpaulmason.com 
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