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         The mission of St. Paul Lutheran Church is to hear, share, and proclaim the Word of God.        

 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK: 

 
“A friend loves at all times….”  
         (Proverbs 17: 17) 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
Most members of our congregation know of my family’s 
acquaintance with and admiration for Mr. Fred Rogers 
of the historic children’s television program for young 
children, Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood. Because we 
lived just south of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, where the 
program was produced at PBS channel WQED, the very 
earliest episodes of the program were broadcast for me 
to watch as a young child in the 1950s, well before it 
was broadcast nationwide. The program was called The 
Children’s Corner until the early 1960s.  
 
Actor Tom Hanks has received an Oscar nomination for 
“best supporting actor” for his role in the recently 
released film, A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood, 
which depicts the story of magazine journalist Tom 
Junod and how his life was changed through interviews 
with Fred Rogers. If you did not get to see this film 
recently at the Odeon, I highly recommend it when it 
soon becomes available online.  
 
Mister Rogers touched the lives, hearts, and minds of 
countless young children and their families.  He did this 
by looking into the television camera as though he was 
looking directly into the face and eyes of each young 
child in his audience.  He focused his thoughts and 
themes on what he thought each one might be thinking 
and feeling.  He expressed happiness and positive 
feelings while he also helped children deal with negative 
feelings such as deep-seated anger, depression, and 
jealousy.  
 
He introduced his young audience to fantasy characters 
as well as real people in the neighborhood.  Most of 
these people looked like people we knew in our own 
neighborhoods, and he taught us how to have 
conversations with them and with our parents and 
siblings and other members of our families.   
 
He was not afraid to cover difficult topics such as 
discipline, divorce, death, physical and mental 
handicaps, racism, and even war. In the  

 
midst of whatever challenges or problems we might 
encounter in life, he told us that each child and each 
person is created special and has gifts to share to help 
make our neighborhoods and world better. He gave us 
young children a feeling that he was an adult friend who 
would always be there for us – and as he did that, he 
also helped our parents in their process of loving us and 
guiding us from toddlerhood into older childhood.   
 
What many people may not know is that Fred Rogers 
also studied at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary and was 
an ordained minister of children’s media ministries in 
the Presbyterian Church USA.  When he looked into the 
television cameras, his words came from his heart, 
which was grounded in the love of Jesus.   He tried to be 
a media friend who loved us at all times, whatever we 
might be doing or even however we might be behaving. 
He kindly let us know that when our parents disciplined 
us, it was to help the “bad” go out and the “good” grow 
in us – and he had a way of letting parents know the 
difference between healthy and loving discipline versus 
overly angry and hurtful discipline. 
 
In the church, we are in the season of Epiphany, the 
shining forth of Christ’s light into the world for us – and 
for us to share with each other and our neighbors. 
February is also the month for valentines and 
expressions of our human love and friendships. Saint 
Valentine’s Day had its original roots in an obscure, 
faithful believer in Rome named Valentine, who was 
said to have been a doctor and healer. He courageously 
loved the Lord and his friends to the point of his death 
for not bowing down to the Roman emperor.  While the 
meaning of the day has broadened, his name is still 
remembered. 
  
Proverbs 17:17 tells us, “A friend loves at all times….”  
Jesus is our most faithful of friends.  He has called us 
God’s precious children in holy baptism, and he 
continually renews his love for us.  May we daily, in turn, 
look into the eyes of each of our neighbors with that 
same kind of love and caring friendship! 
  
Ash Wednesday is February 26. Join your friends in 
receiving blessing of the ashes at 6:30 PM.  
 

In God’s Grace & Peace & Love, 

Pastor Fred Krebs 
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40 DAYS OF LENT 

BEGIN ASH WEDNESDAY, February 26 

 

2020 LENTEN THEME: “Lift High the Cross:  

   40 Days of Giving” 

(All midweek Lenten Offerings will go to ELCA 

  World Hunger.)  

 

Schedule:   

(Suppers will be served by our St. Paul committees 

at 5:30 PM on all Wednesdays except Ash 

Wednesday; all services begin at 6:30 PM) 

 

 Ash Wednesday, February 26:  

  “Lift High the Cross” 

 Wednesday, March 4:  

  “Come, Christians Follow” 

 Wednesday, March 11:  

  “This Triumphant Sign” 

 Wednesday, March 18:  

  “The Seal of Him Who Died” 

 Wednesday, March 25:  

  “Draw us all to Thee” 

 Wednesday, April 1:  

  “Praise to the Crucified for Victory!” 

 

Holy Week: 

 

Palm/Passion Sunday: April 5 at 10:45AM 

Maundy Thursday: April 9 at 6:30 PM  

Good Friday: April 10 at 6:30 PM  

Easter Sunday: Egg Hunt at 9:30 AM,  

     Resurrection Worship at 10:45 AM 

 

Lenten luncheons for 2020: 

 

Feb. 26 (Ash 

Wednesday) 

Hilda UMC  (at St. 

Paul Lutheran) 

March 4 St. Paul Lutheran 

March 11 First UMC 

March 18 River of Life 

March 25 St. Martin’s Episcopal 

April 1 St. Joseph’s Catholic 

April 9 Maundy 

Thursday, April 10 

Good Friday, April 12 

Easter  

No Lenten lunch 

service during Holy 

Week 

  

LENTEN SUPPER SCHEDULE -  

FELLOWSHIP HALL AT 5:30 PM 
 

Mar. 4  Host: Worship & Music Committee 

Mar. 11 Hosts: Parish History & Evangelism 

    Committees 

Mar. 18 Hosts: Parish Life & Stewardship  

    Committees 

Mar. 25 Host: Property Committee 

April 1  Hosts: Parish Education &   

    Children’s Church Committees 

 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

REPORT 

 

The congregation of St. Paul Lutheran met for its 

Annual Congregational Meeting on Sunday, 

January 26, 2020.  At that meeting the following 

actions were taken.  The 2020 Ministry Plan was 

adopted. The congregation set a goal to increase 

annual giving by 3%.  The following were elected 

to the 2020 Congregation Council: Lisa Atchison, 

LeEster Burch, and Rex Smith.  The 2020 

Nominating Committee was elected and they are: 

Helen Habecker, Jimie Ruth Langehennig, Cynthia 

Bauer, Mark Lehmberg, and Kirby Groves. The 

congregation gave their approval for the council to 

appoint delegates to the 2020 Synod Assembly 

beginning the last day of May. 

 

After the Annual Meeting, the newly elected 

council met in the Office Building to elect officers.  

The following were elected: Chad Schmidt, 

President; Justin Yonker, Vice-President; LeEster 

Burch, Secretary; and Lynn Reichenau, Treasurer. 

 

We extend our gratitude to those going off the 

council.  They are Helen Habecker, Jimie Ruth 

Langehennig, and Glenn Nebgen. 
 

VALENTINE LUNCHEON 

 

You are invited to a Valentine lunch 

Sunday, February 16, following the 

worship service.  Our youth will be cooking and 

serving.  Cost is by donation for Youth Gathering 

expenses.  There will also be door prizes.  For food 

preparation on number attending, sign-up sheets 

will be available in the narthex.  This event is 

hosted by the Parish Life Committee. 

 

Helen Habecker, chair 

 

THESE ARE A FEW OF MY FAVORITE 

THINGS…. 

 

Every time someone asks me what my favorite 

things are, with no hesitation I say “Books and 

Kids”.  How blessed am I to have been in both 

public school and now Children’s Ministry!   So it 

is with an extremely grateful heart that I want to say 

thank you for sharing your children with me and St. 

Paul and for your unbelievable generosity in the 

Christmas gift that touched my heart in such a 

special way.  Every child that comes my way and 

every opportunity to teach them the stories of the 

faith is an unbelievable blessing to me.  Last 

Sunday, as I looked at all of God’s children that 

came up for Pastor’s children’s message, watched 

the beautiful sacrament of baptism for Audrey Kate 

Schmidt, smiled at Kylie Sparks and Gracie 

Lehmberg as they greeted me at the doors of St. 

Paul, watched the young children take up Noisy 

Bucket offering supported by our congregation, and 
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then listened to Elizabeth McFarland play and sing 

“How Great is Our God”, I answered “Amen” and 

was filled with the realization of the way God loves 

and provides for St. Paul.  Personally, I want to do 

what I can to make 2020 a year of growth in our 

faith and commitment.   

    

In this time of reflection as we turn the pages to a 

New Year, I ask myself 2 questions:   

  

 Am I showing up?   

                                     

 Am I listening to God when He speaks to me 

 and do I enable others to hear and learn? 

 

As you can probably see, I am passionate about 

NOT MISSING the opportunity to help children, 

youth, and adults become STRONGER members of 

the Body of Christ.  Our theme in Children’s 

Church until Easter will be “Mary, did you know?”  

Through drama and song, we will learn about the 

life and ministry of the baby born to change our 

lives. 

 

In Sunday School, we are doing a fabulous program 

called:  “What God Wants for Christmas”.  Our 

subjects are Gabriel, Mary, Joseph, baby Jesus, the 

shepherds, and the wise men.  We identify a quality 

in each one that we also want to see in ourselves, 

and then we search the pages of Matthew and Luke 

to help us know more about this amazing story.  

Upon completion of this program we will follow the 

story of Jesus as He grew up and began a life of 

preaching, teaching, and healing.  Let’s bring the 

same energy to these learnings as we do to school 

and sports endeavors.  I am praying that when this 

year is over, we can say together:  We showed up, 

and we listened to Jesus calling, we heard, and we 

learned!  Have a blessed New Year as we move 

forward in message and mission.   

 

In Christ’s love, 

 Ann Mahnken 

 
JANUARY COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 

 

 Report given on the Stained Glass Window 

Pledge Drive: $68,425 pledged and $42,925 

received. 

 

 Recommendation and motion to purchase 

computer software. 

 

 

 Council expressed appreciation to outgoing 

council members: Helen Habecker, Jimie 

Ruth Langehennig, and Glenn Nebgen. 

 

 

 

 

 

STANDING COMMITTEES GROUP 

MEETING 

 

The date set for the Standing Committees Group 

Meeting is Sunday, February 23.  At this time each 

year, standing committees meet, organize, and set 

goals for the coming year.  This is also a time to 

encourage members who are not involved in one of 

the standing committees to join.  Our present 

standing committees are Worship & Music, 

Evangelism and Social Concerns, Property, Parish 

Life, Parish History, Parish Education, Children’s 

Church, and Stewardship.   

 

A covered dish luncheon will be held immediately 

following the worship service on February 23, and 

the group meeting will begin after the luncheon. 

Evangelism and Stewardship Committees will be in 

charge of the set-up and clean-up afterwards.  

 

ST. PAUL CELEBRATES FEBRUARY 

BIRTHDAYS 

 

2 James Donop     

  

3 Tommy Durst  

 David Evans Jr. 

        

4 Reubin Ake 

 

5 Audra Rode      

 

8 John Gillespie 

  

10 Stephanie Sparks 

 

11 Patsy Zesch 

 

12 Cannon Jacoby 

 Mary Thorn 

 

13 Willie Mae McCollum 

 

15 Jack Gillespie 

 

17 Linda Doyal 

 Mark Lehmberg 

 

26 Margarine Beaman 

 

29 LeEster Burch 

 

 

If your birthday or a family member’s birthday is 

not listed or is listed incorrectly, please let Deb 

Probst know @ 325-597-2832 or 

dcprobst@hotmail.com. Thank you for helping us 

with this project.   
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FOOD DISTRIBUTION AT FOOD BANK  

 

St. Paul Lutheran will be in charge 

of the distribution of food at our 

local Food Bank in February.  

Dates for distribution are Monday, 

Tuesday, and Wednesday, 

February 10-12 from 2:45 to 

5:30p.m.  Volunteers are needed to help with this 

project.  A sign-up sheet will be made available in 

the narthex and the rear exit.  If you need more 

information, please contact Mark Lehmberg. 

 

GIFT OF FAITH GALA 
 

Cross Trails Ministry will sponsor Gift of Faith 

Gala to be held at Embassy Suites San Marcos on 

March 7, 2020 from 5-9 p.m.  Come enjoy an 

evening of food, entertainment, live and silent 

auctions, music, dancing and fellowship, while 

raising funds for financial aid “Camperships” and 

keeping our church camps affordable.  Tickets are 

$100 each.  To purchase tickets, give a sponsorship, 

or give a general donation, call at 830-257-6340. 

 
THANK YOU 

 

The Stained Glass Windows Pledge Drive is 

progressing wonderfully. Thank you for your 

generous contributions and support. We will begin a 

social media/online-giving component this month. 

For those interested, you will have the ability to 

share a Facebook post and we encourage you to also 

post this to your various social media platforms. We 

would like to thank Janet Schmidt for her work in 

collaborating and executing the creation of an 

attention-catching video made by T.R. Kerr. St. 

Paul is also grateful to Chel Terrell for the excellent 

voice-over in the video.  

 

DEAR ST. PAULIANS 

 

I am still basking in the warmth of your hospitality 

on Sunday, Dec. 29. From the help & 

encouragement I got from pastor & office staff, to 

the welcoming crew, the kind words after the 

service and then lunch AND a “welcome bag” – it 

was just awesome! Thanks to all for your excellent 

hospitality!  

God Bless! 

Carolyn Edwards (S.A.M.) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFICIAL ACTS: 

Baptism: 1/12/2020 Audrey Kate Schmidt 

  

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR DECEMBER 

Congregational Giving: $24,696.30 

Expenditures:  $19,892.18 

 

STEWARDSHIP DIRECTORY 
FOR fEBRUARY 

 

Lay Reader:  LeEster Burch 

Communion Assistants: Carolyn Loeffler & 

 Deb Probst 

Council Rep. on Duty: Chad Schmidt  

Bell Ringers:  Tommy Starks, Mark Lehmberg, and 

  Wayne Carl Hofmann 

Speaker System:  Bob Vacek and Mark Lehmberg 

Ushers:  Glenn Ruthven, Glenn Nebgen, 

  Debbie Nebgen, and Teddy Ray Doyal 

Property Person on Duty:  Richard Lindley 

Acolytes 

  (2/2) John Preston Parrish & Cannon Jacoby  

  (2/9) Reegan Evans 

  (2/16) Jack Gillespie & Cannon Rabon 

  (2/23) Cannon Rabon & Jackson Lehmberg 

  (2/26) Cannon & Cason Jacoby 

Greeters: 

  (2/2) Teddy Ray & Linda Doyal  

  (2/9) Youth 

  (2/16) Stephanie Sparks & Jerry Bearden 

  (2/23) Hunter & Koda Geistweidt 

Altar Guild: 

  Flower Chairman:  Katherine Groves 

  Parament Chairman:  Kassi Reichenau 

  Communion Chairman:  Helen Habecker 

Women’s Bible Study:   
Morning Bible Study- (First Wed. of the month at  

    10:00 AM) Leader: Pastor Fred Krebs 

    Hostess: Helen Hahn 

 Evening Bible Study (5 PM – Third Tues. of 

Month)  

Memorials: Church Office 347-5582  

 
We wish to thank those who have so graciously 

contributed their time and talents toward the ministry of 

St. Paul Lutheran Church. 
 

CHURCH DIRECTORY 

 
Rev. Fred Krebs                                                            Pastor  

Mrs. Heather McFarland                    Church Administrator 

Mrs. Ann Mahnken           Youth Coordinator 

 

Church Office Hours: 

Mon.-Thurs.    8:30 A.M. – 4:00 P.M. 

(325)347-5582 (Office)           (325)347-8420 (Fax) 

Email: stpaulmason@gmail.com   

Website: www.stpaulmason.com 
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