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         The mission of St. Paul Lutheran Church is to hear, share, and proclaim the Word of God.      
   

 

 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

 
“…He that sat upon the throne said, ‘Behold, I make all 
things new.’”  Revelation 21:5 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
Most of you know that I lived most of my childhood years 
just outside of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, where I was 
born. When I was 5 years, my father moved our family for 
several years to central Florida, where he worked for the 
U. S. space industry.  Following those brief years, we 
moved back to Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.  Not everything 
about moving from one state to another and back again 
was easy for our family or for me.  Yet in spite of all the 
adjustments and challenges we faced, one of the things 
our moving taught me was that wherever we move in life 
and however our lives change, God will be with us all the 
way, each day throughout life.   
 
Before we moved back to western Pennsylvania from 
Florida, I remember my 4th grade teacher telling our class 
that most of us children would live into the 21st century.  
She said that many adults her age might not make it but 
that most of us, Lord willing, would.  As it turned out, she 
did live until summer of 2013.  Yet her saying that to my 
classmates and me at the age of nine years old made us 
think about the changing of years and decades and 
centuries and millenniums. She helped us to realize that, 
whatever our ages might be, our life on this earth is not 
forever. 
 
We are at the beginning of a new year.  We do not know 
what 2020 will be like. We can cherish memories of the 
old year which passed by so quickly, yet we have no 
choice but to enter this new one!  We hope this new year 
will be good and maybe better than last year, but there 
are always some fears of what a new year may bring.  
Fear, however, can be paralyzing, and so it is important to 
remember that our Lord will be with us, come what may! 
 
In the past I shared with you the words of a poem written 
by a British woman, Minnie Louise Haskins, in 1908.  
Titled God Knows, a portion of her poem bears repeating 
in this uncertain era in which we live today: 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
I said to the man who stood at the gate of 
        the year: 
“Give me a light that I may tread safely into 
        the unknown.” 
And he replied: 
“Go out into the darkness and put your hand 
        into the Hand of God. 
That shall be to you better than light and safer 
        than a known way.” 
 
So I went forth, and finding the Hand of God, 
       trod gladly into the night.   
And He led me towards the hills and the 
       breaking of day in the lone East.   
            (source: wikipedia.com) 
 
It is important that we enter this new year in faith, 
trusting in God through our Lord Jesus Christ.  God’s Holy 
Spirit will guide us in all our ways and endeavors. 
 
St. Paul is a close-knit congregation, and our Texas Hill 
Country communities are proud and caring places.  Let’s 
continually pray for one another in our congregations and 
communities during this new year.  Let’s pray for spiritual 
growth and membership growth for our congregation and 
for other faith communities around us.  Let’s pray that we 
will be open and ready to do the things of God, to love as 
Christ our Lord calls us to love one another, as indeed God 
loves each of us. 
 
Let’s also pray that God’s Holy Spirit will give us wisdom, 
guidance, and strength to actively DO the things of God – 
in work, school, and play. Let’s set aside time to serve in 
ministries, organizations, and projects which help 
children, families, older folks, and all with special needs. 
 
How is God calling you to serve in special ways this year?  
How about making a “new year resolution” to earnestly 
seek and pray for God’s guidance, direction, and strength 
to DO and SERVE in the special ways in which our LORD 
can use YOUR gifts?   By serving together in faith as 
Christ’s people, we will all be blest!  
 

   
Grace & Peace in God’s new year, 

 Pastor Fred Krebs 
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ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

 

Our Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on 

Sunday, January 26, 2020.  After worship on that 

day, we will enjoy a covered dish luncheon in the 

Fellowship Hall.  Congregation Council will set up 

for the meal.  Following the luncheon, we will return 

to the Sanctuary for the Annual Meeting.   

 

Among the business items we will deal with at the 

Annual Meeting are the following: 

 Approval of the 2020 Ministry Plan    

 Election of individuals to serve on the Church 

Council from the following nominees:  Lisa 

Atchison, LeEster Burch, and Rex Smith 

 Election of the Synod Assembly delegates 

and the Nominating Committee for 2020 

 

Outgoing council members are Harold Albers, Jimie 

Ruth Langehennig, and Glenn Nebgen. 

 

THANK YOU TO MY CHURCH FAMILY 
 

My sincere thanks to my church family for the 

wonderful brunch, the beautiful cross, gift card, gifts, 

cards and well wishes in observance of my 

retirement. The ladies of the Parish Life Committee 

set up a wonderful brunch and Council President, 

Chad Schmidt honored me with the gift card and 

cross. To those who took time to wish me well, there 

are no words to express my appreciation. It has been 

a pure joy to serve you as your church administrator 

for the past 34 years. God’s blessings to each of you 

and may God continue to bless St. Paul Lutheran 

Church. 

~Debbie Nebgen 

 

ST. PAUL CELEBRATES JANUARY 

BIRTHDAYS 

 

1 Mary Schmidt    

2 Avery Brooks    

4 Lynn Reichenau 

5 Jenna Evans 

 Rex Smith 

6 Caycen Potter 

7 Ethel Willmann 

 Joan Lindley     

9 Casey Callahan 

 Gene Zesch 

 Kassi Reichenau 

11 Amy Brooks 

12 Sherry Schmidt 

18 Steve Schmidt 

20 Jodie Evans 

 Morgan Russell 

22 Allyson Yonker 

23 Colinn Evans 

25 KC Mun 

29 Jimroy Atchison 

31 Sherie Clarkson 

  

If your birthday or a family member’s birthday is not 

listed or is listed incorrectly, please let Deb Probst 

know @ 325-597-2832 or dcprobst@hotmail.com. 

Thank you for helping us with this project.   

JOY TO THE WORLD!   

 

As I watched my little angels singing to the Glory of 

God on December 8th in the Luminary, I was 

reminded of how young people and children can turn 

our hearts to God every time we are around them.  

One of the sweet blessings of my life is the time I 

spend with St. Paul’s children and youth.  By the 

time you read this, our students in second to eighth 

grade will have presented a Christmas message, “The 

Legend of the Christmas Rose”, in drama and song.  

This beautiful story makes me pause and ask the 

question:  “What gift can I bring to the Christ Child?”  

In the December 5th, Christ in our Home, these 

words touched my heart:  “Their pageant (at 

December 15th worship) is the sermon for the day, 

and I hope their exuberance will help a group of 

world-weary adults experience anew the ponderings 

of a young mother, the astonishment of lowly 

shepherds, the adoration of magi from afar, and the 

gift of a holy child from our loving God.  Sometimes 

it takes a child’s vision to open our eyes—and a 

child’s faith to open our hearts.  Come, Lord Jesus!”  

 

This baby, born in a simple manger, loves all of us.  

May we go through Christmas and into the New 

Year, treasuring the gifts that each member of the 

body of St. Paul brings!  Just like each child needs to 

be lifted up, so do adult Children of God.  Pastor 

John Auer once told me that as we go single file to 

receive the Holy Meal, use those lines as “living 

prayer lines”.  I am filled with joy by:  the elderly, 

who have taught us so much; by the middle aged,  

who are an inspiration to serve; by the young 

families, who bring their children into the house of 

the Lord; and by the youth and children who fill our 

hearts with joy by their willingness to BELIEVE.    

May we go forward as a Body of Christ, giving God 

what He wants for Christmas:  Sharing the message, 

like Gabriel;  saying yes, like Mary, from our hearts;  

trusting God, like Joseph; believing in Jesus; running 

toward God, like the shepherds; and making the 

journey, like the Wise Men. 

 

 

It’s astonishing that Jesus 

 

gave us all His treasure. 

 

Let’s make our hearts His home 

 

and gain riches beyond measure. 

 

At Christmas we honor 

 

God’s best work of art. 

 

Let’s give God for Christmas…. 

 

All of our Hearts!! 

 

Christmas blessings,  

Ann Mahnken 
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SAND 
by Jo Ann Lindemann, Freshman English Class, Mason High 

School, 1975 

 

An old beachcomber friend of mine laughed today as 

we walked through the silky beige drifts of sand 

along the seashore. 

Seawater, green and salty, cleanses away the pain and 

hurt of yesteryear. 

We laughed so hard that we forgot for a moment that 

he was dying. 

Our spirits rushed forth to absorb the repentance that 

the new day brought forth. 

Sadly enough, during the day we hear the wind and it 

speaks of the destiny it carries for us. 

 

An old beachcomber friend of mine was taken away 

today. 

He was sad because no longer would he smell or see 

the vast brooding ocean he loved so well. 

To him, life and all its inhabitants were beautiful.  

I know not if I will see him again. 

 

An Old beachcomber friend of mine died today. 

No, he did not cry or moan. 

He just smiled and that was the ultimate end. 

At dusk along the shore, the fire is lit inside me 

although the coolness of eve is near. 

Later, as midnight reigns, it is cold and all mortal life 

is strangled of its power. 

As I lay me down to sleep, I cannot wonder if he is 

cold where he is. 

I cannot answer that question because I am no longer 

cold, but warm with love. 

 

Me and my old beachcomber friend, eternally we are 

together. 

We are letting our spirits carry us to the land of the 

shifting sand. 

 

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 

 

 Approved the Report of the Nominating 

Committee.  Nominees for 2020 Council are 

Lisa Atchison, LeEster Burch, and Rex Smith. 

 Date for Annual Congregational Meeting set 

for Sunday, January 26th following a covered 

dish luncheon at 12 noon. 

 Council approved the 2020 Ministry Plan of 

$238,682. 

 Annual Reports are due in the Church Office 

by January 6, 2020.  This includes all 

committees and organizations of St. Paul 

Lutheran. 

 Thank you to Walt and Del Roy for repairing 

the Christmas lights. 

 Membership changes were approved. 

 Report given on the Stained Glass Window 

Pledge Drive: $19,300 pledged and $13,800 

received.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFICIAL ACTS: 

 

Baptisms:  12/1/19 Cannon Lehne Rabon and 

   Everly Beth Rabon 

       Parents:  

       Zach Rabon and 

       Kim Rabon 

 

Funeral:  12/13/19 Beatrice Langehennig 

    

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR NOVEMBER 

 

Congregational Giving: $16,216.53 

Expenditures:  $22,808.33 

 

STEWARDSHIP DIRECTORY 
FOR jANUARY 

 

Lay Reader: Will Lehmberg Family 

Communion Assistants: Del Roy Reichenau,  

   Gene Geistweidt 

Council Rep. on Duty:  Helen Habecker 

Bell Ringers:  Tommy Starks, Mark Lehmberg, and 

Wayne Carl Hofmann 

Speaker System:  Bob Vacek and Mark Lehmberg  

Ushers: Matt Schmidt, Hunter Geistweidt, 

  Jerry Bearden, and Harold Albers 

Property Person on Duty: Matt Schmidt 

Acolytes: 

  (1/5)  Cannon Jacoby & Cannon Rabon 

  (1/12) Carlton Schmidt & Reegan Evans 

  (1/19)  Ryne & Rylan Todd 

  (1/26) Jackson Lehmberg 

Greeters: 
  (1/5)  Sherie Clarkson & Cynthia Bauer 

  (1/12) Youth 

  (1/19)  Velma Gierisch & Helen Habecker 

  (1/26) Kathy Krebs & Sara Banta 

Altar Guild: 

  Flower Chairman: Nancy Brown 

  Parament Chairman: June Durst 

  Communion Chairman: Sherry Schmidt 

Women’s Bible Study: 

   Morning Bible Study (Second Wed. of the month at  

  10 AM- Jan. 8)  Bible Study Leader & Hostess:  

    Sheri Jordan  

  Evening Bible Study (third Tues. of the month) 

    Church Library at 5 PM 

 Memorials: Church Office 347-5582  

 

CHURCH DIRECTORY 

 
Rev. Fred Krebs                                   Pastor  

Mrs. Heather McFarland                    Church Administrator 

Mrs. Ann Mahnken                  Youth Director 

 

Church Office Hours: 

Mon.-Thurs.  8:30 A.M. – 4:00 P.M. 

(325)347-5582 (Office)           (325)347-8420 (Fax) 

Email: stpaulmason@gmail.com  

Website: www.stpaulmason.com 
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