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         The mission of St. Paul Lutheran Church is to hear, share, and proclaim the Word of God.       

 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

 
“ …Let us consider how to provoke one another to love 
and good deeds, not neglecting to meet together, as is 
the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and 

all the more as you see the Day approaching.” 
(Hebrews 10:24-25) 

 
Dear Friends in Christ,  
 
Summer vacation from school is winding down, even 
though officially summer lasts through September 22.  
Most families have taken their last long trips of summer. 
Many students are becoming bored of being at home 
and are getting anxious to go back to school to learn 
and to be with their friends each day.  
 
In their boredom, sisters and brothers often tease and 
fuss with one another in fun – but this “fun” can quickly 
turn into provoking one another into quarrels and 
arguments. Therefore, as much as they may have 
enjoyed the closeness of family vacations together, 
many parents are a bit anxious for their children to get 
back into a regular rhythm of school and activities.  
 
August is a transitional month of leaving the activities of 
early summer behind to move into a new school year.  In 
our St. Paul congregation also we are turning from the 
slower pace of June and July into a new season of 
education, worship, confirmation, youth activities, and 
spiritual growth! 
 
Together in the body of Christ we are sisters and 
brothers in faith.  Many in our congregation are related 
to other members by family bloodlines and by 
marriages.  Others of us are not.  Still, we are all sisters 
and brothers by the blood of Christ.  Our personalities 
are different.  Each of us has a variety of gifts and 
abilities.  Yet we are all connected and united as Christ’s 
family of faith, no matter our gender, no matter our 
age, no matter whether we are originally from Mason or 
elsewhere. 
 
Each Lord’s day Christ’s family of faith comes together 
in congregations throughout the world to worship and 
praise our crucified and risen Messiah, Jesus.  Sunday is 
the day on which Jesus rose and the tomb was found 
empty.  That is why Sunday is the day of worship for 
most Christians throughout the world! 

 
The writer of “Letter to the Hebrews” in the New 
Testament encouraged believers in the early church by 
saying that if they were to “provoke one another” (as 
children often do), their provoking should be toward 
positive, not negative, goals.  Their “provoking” should 
be toward “love and good deeds” and  
“to meet” together often for worship and praise, 
fellowship and prayer, learning and growth.  
“Encouraging one another” should be at the root of all 
our relationships in Christ’s body.  Christ’s people are to 
do this “all the more” during times of uncertainty and 
concern in the midst of the chaotic world in which we 
live.  By regular fellowship and meeting together, we 
grow stronger in faith in the Lord and in our 
relationships with each other. 
 
In our St. Paul congregation, we offer so many 
opportunities to come together in the Lord – worship, 
Sunday school classes for all ages, women’s Bible 
studies, men’s fellowship breakfasts, CASA Quilting, 
Thrift Shop management, Junior Lutherans, weekly high 
school youth group, committees, occasional outdoor 
workdays, potluck meals, and more! 
 
Most important of all is keeping the Lord’s day holy in 
Sunday school and worship.  Proverbs 22:6 reminds us, 
“Train up a child in the way he (or she) should go, and 
that child will not depart from it.”  Training in faith is 
essential for the good and healthy spiritual life and 
growth of our children – and adults as well!  That 
training takes place here at St. Paul each Lord’s Day of 
Resurrection, each Sunday, with Sunday school at 9:30 
and worship at 10:30.  
 
Blessing of students, teachers, and staff will take place 
on Sunday, August 18.  Rally Day, Children’s Church, and 
Fish Fry will take place on August 25.  
 
Let’s come together as our Lord calls us to do!  Let’s 
grow in Christ’s grace and in faith together!  Let’s be the 
family of God at St. Paul, Mason, Texas --- united 
together! 
 

                    In our Lord Jesus’ Grace & Love,  
 

            Pastor Fred Krebs 
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SPRING/SUMMER 

SHOWERS OF BLESSING 

 

I love to sing “Great is Thy 

Faithfulness”.  The line 

“morning by morning, new 

mercies I see,” really speaks to 

me.   With the wonderful rains 

of the last 2 seasons, we are 

reminded of God’s provision.  Even though we are 

now entering the hottest time of the year, we need 

to remember and give thanks for how God has 

blessed us in the spring and summer of 2019!  We 

do this every Sunday and at special events and 

times.  At the time of this writing, we will be 

experiencing Vacation Bible School next week.   

 

In August, please note 2 special Sundays:   

1.  On August 18, we will have the Blessing of 

Students and Teachers.  The primary 

function of Sunday School is spiritual 

education and the acquisition of wisdom.  

The school is our partner in preparing 

students for the future.  Make sure your kids 

are here for this special worship event! 

2.  On the very next Sunday, August 25th, we 

will kick off our new Sunday School year 

with Rally Day.  After an enthusiastic 

beginning to our new year and worship in 

St. Paul, we will gather for our annual fish 

fry. 

I want to thank those parents whose children were 

so faithful to Sunday School this summer.  We 

learned SO MUCH and each child present is a 

blessing!  Our summer Sunday School attendance 

was very good.  At the present time, I am excited 

about the studies we will do in the fall.  In 

September and October, we will be using the 

workshop format that the children love to study and 

re-visit 2 giants of the Old Testament.  We will 

study Abraham in September and David in October.   

All children and young people need to know and 

understand the impact these 2 men still have on our 

lives as Christians today! 

 

One of our special summertime blessings has been 

the birth of Audrey Kate Schmidt to Matt and 

Sherry and our special Sunday School sisters, Clara 

and Elizabeth!  Each Child of God is an important  

member of our family.  It is my prayer that you will 

all commit to having your children at Sunday 

School and in Church.  Please feel free to contact 

me with any questions.  Let’s all do our part to 

continue the blessings of the summer and begin fall 

with the energy and thankfulness that is pleasing to 

God.   

 

In Christ’s name, 

 Ann Mahnken 

 

 

 

 

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 

 Met with Dennis Roberts from IHS Studios 

to discuss stained glass window proposal. 

 Council was notified of the retirement of 

Gretchen Qualls from Thrift Shop. 

 Memorial sent to the Robert and Elaine 

Cordes Scholarship Fund at Texas Lutheran 

University in the memory of Elaine Cordes. 

 Discussed set-up for the Fish Fry 

Fundraiser, August 25th. 

 
ST. PAUL CELEBRATES AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

 
1 Jay Marek 

Kolby Yonker 

Janet Willmann 

2 Nancy Aycock 

4 Austin Habecker 

 Britny Lehmberg Fowler 

Coleman Swafford 

6 T. Martin Parrish 

8 Ronald Stockbridge 

9 Charles Geistweidt 

10 Nelda Rasco 

11 Penny Ruthven 

13 Sheri Jordan 

14 Kirsten Allen 

Kelly Schmidt 

Tyler Schmidt 

16 Helen Habecker 

18 Larry Wright 

20 Sharon Swafford 

21 Del Roy Reichenau 

22 Velma Gierisch 

 Kate Gillespie 

 Richard Montellano 

23 Mike Smith 

24 Staci Habecker 

 Pierce Isaac Fowler 

 Valree Prather 

25 Gracie Calhoun 

 Billy Todd 

 Mike Goff 

28 Carlton Schmidt 

29 Noah Sparks 

31 Pastor Fred Krebs 

 

If your birthday or a family member’s birthday is not 

listed or is listed incorrectly, please let Deb Probst know 

@ 325-597-2832 or. Thank you for helping us with this 

project.   

 

JOB POSTING FOR CHURCH 

ADMINISTRATOR  

 

Due to the retirement of Debbie Nebgen on 

December 31 of this year, the job position of 

Church Administrator will be be open to the 

community beginning August 1st.  A list of 

qualifications and requirements specific to the job 

are available on the table in the narthex.  Resumes 

may be mailed to St. Paul Lutheran Church, PO 

Box 26, Mason, Texas, 76856 or brought by the 

church office during regular office hours, 8:30 a.m. 

until 4:00 p.m., Monday through Thursday.  If you 

have any questions, you may contact the church 

office at (325) 347-5582. 
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ANNUAL FISH FRY 

St. Paul Lutheran’s 

Annual Fish Fry will be 

held Sunday, August 25th 

immediately following the 

worship service.  Plans are to serve fried catfish, 

potato salad, beans, hush puppies and a drink for a 

free-will offering.  The council has designated the 

proceeds to go toward repair and covering of our 

stained glass windows.  Dress will be casual for the 

day.  We encourage everyone to mark their calendar 

to attend. 

OUR SINCERE THANKS 

Gretchen Qualls has notified the council of her 

retirement from the Thrift Shop.  We wish to 

express our sincere appreciation to her for the many 

years of service and dedication. Helen Habecker 

and Ann Taylor will continue to sort clothes and 

open the Thrift Shop each Saturday from 9-11 a.m.  

The Thrift Shop serves many in the Mason 

Community and beyond with clothing, shoes, etc. A 

modest fee of fifty cents per item is charged.  

Proceeds from the sale of items is then used to help 

benevolent causes.  Our thanks to everyone who 

helps to make this important ministry available for 

the residents of Mason County.  Volunteers are 

always appreciated. 

LUTHERAN FALL FESTIVAL 

 

Cross Trails Ministry invites you to our Seventh 

Annual Fall Festival 5K! 

 

You can choose to run, walk, jog, hop, skip or even 

sleep in for camp if you want! 

 

This fun, chip-timed run through Fredericksburg, is 

to raise funds for improvements to our sites – Camp 

Chrysalis and Ebert Ranch Camp. 

 

This race will kick off our Annual Lutheran Fall 

Festival in Fredericksburg on September 21st.  

Check in for the 5K begins at 7:00 a.m. 

 

The race starts at 9:00 a.m. Awards will be awarded 

at 10:30 a.m. 

 

After the 5K, stay to enjoy the live music, activities 

for the kids, craft vendors, quilt show, chili cook-

off, and great food. 

 

Runners needing a place to stay Friday evening can 

stay at Camp Chrysalis or Ebert Ranch for minimal 

fee.  Please contact our office to reserve a space. 

 

Awards will be presented to top male and female 

overall winners for their age divisions. 

 

For more information visit:  www.CrossTrails.org 

 

 

 

NOTE OF THANKS 

 

Dear Wonderful People of St. Paul Lutheran: 

 

On behalf of the Cordes siblings, thank you for the 

gift to the Cordes Scholarship Fund at TLU given in 

memory of our mom, Elaine. 

 

Both of our parents deeply believed in the mission 

of TLU to provide a quality education and help 

young people become aware of their deeper 

vocational calling in the world. 

 

Mason hold a special place in the heart of all of us.  

Mom had many good friends who gave her support 

and love. 

 

Thanks & Peace 

Rebecca, Lael, Loron, Leah, Naomi, Deborah and 

Joel 

 
FINANCIAL REPORT FOR JUNE 
Congregational Giving: $14,879.04 

Expenditures:  $17,483.76 

 

STEWARDSHIP DIRECTORY 
FOR August 

 
Lay Reader: Jenna Jacoby 

Communion Assistants: Jeff Owen &  

  Mark Lehmberg 

Council Rep. on Duty: Jimie Ruth Langehennig  

Bell Ringers:  Tommy Starks, Mark Lehmberg,  

   and Wayne Carl Hofmann 

Speaker System:  Bob Vacek and Mark Lehmberg,  

Ushers:  Hunter Wenzel, Jerry Bearden, 

  Frank King and Mike Goff 

Property Person on Duty: Sherie Clarkson 

Acolytes: 

  (8/4) Rance Vierus & Ryne Todd 

  (8/11) Jack Gillespie 

  (8/18) Ryne Todd & Jack Gillespie 

  (8/25) Cy Nobles 

Greeters: 
  (8/4) Nelda Rasco & Paulette Keller  

  (8/11) Youth 

  (8/18)  Justin & Ally Yonker 

  (8/25) Sara Banta & Cynthia Bauer 

Altar Guild: 

 Flower Chairman:  Katherine Groves 

 Parament Chairman:  Kassi Reichenau 

 Communion Chairman:  Helen Habecker 

Memorials: Church Office 347-5582 or  

  Sherie Clarkson 347-5762 

 
 

 

CHURCH DIRECTORY 

 

Rev. Fred Krebs                                                  Pastor  

Mrs. Debbie Nebgen             Church Administrator 

Mrs. Ann Mahnken       Youth Coordinator 

 

Church Office Hours: 

Mon.-Thurs.    8:30 A.M. – 4:00 P.M. 

(325)347-5582 (Office)           (325)347-8420 (Fax) 

Email: stpaulmason@gmail.com   

Website: www.stpaulmason.com 

http://www.crosstrails.org/
mailto:stpaulmason@gmail.com

