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         The mission of St. Paul Lutheran Church is to hear, share, and proclaim the Word of God.        

 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

 
“I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the 
house of the LORD!’”  (Psalms 122: 1) 
 
Dear Friends in Christ,  
 
We tend to think of summer starting at the beginning of 
June because of the school year summer vacation.  Truly 
though, summer only officially began on June 21.  Now 
in July we are smack dab in the middle of summer!  
 
Many families have taken trips, and some are still 
planning to do so.  A number of children and youth have 
enjoyed or will enjoy summer camps of various types.  
Some of us will stay close to home and enjoy the 
benefits of our town and community. 
 
On July 4, we will celebrate the birth of our nation and 
the freedoms which we enjoy in this land.  One of our 
great freedoms is the opportunity to openly worship in 
our chosen faith traditions each Lord’s day.  
 
When our ancestors came to this land, one of the first 
things they did as they built their homes was designate 
someone’s home for worship. Then they built a special 
house of God, a church building. They were thankful to 
the Lord for all things and worshipped regularly, most of 
them every Sunday.  I believe God blessed the steadfast 
faithfulness of our ancestors.   
 
What has happened in our nation that so many other 
activities now come before worship in people’s lives?  It 
is of great concern to me that our June attendance was 
extremely low.  St. Paul is an important congregation in 
our community.  We are called by our Lord to come 
together in worship each Lord’s day whether at home or 
on vacation.  I am hoping and praying that July will be a 
better month for us in terms of Sunday attendance.  God 
will bless our faithfulness in worship and our faith-
building activities together as we prayerfully strive to 
fulfill our congregation’s mission goal: “to hear, share, 
and proclaim the word of God” in Mason and in God’s 
world! 
 
In my young life, Sunday school and Sunday worship 
were great stabilizing influences in the life of my own 
family of origin.  No matter what kinds of problems or 
successes or arguments or stress we experienced during  

 
 
 
the week, Sunday morning was a time to be on a 
“common plain” together, as we sat close to each other 
and worshipped with each other and our neighbors  
in faith in God’s house.  By God’s mercy and grace, hurts 
were healed.  By greetings and fellowship with those 
around us, we were brought together with others who 
were also seeking God’s guidance, love, grace, and 
power for their lives. Worship helped us to put God first 
in our lives as we began each week in prayer and praise.  
Sunday worship still does that for God’s faithful people 
today! 
 
Vacation Bible School will again be run jointly by St. 
Paul, First UMC, and Art UMC.  It will take place July 22-
25, 9 AM to noon, and will be held at FUMC this year.  
The theme will be “Abundance Orchard – Where Faith 
Grows & Hungry People Are Fed.”  For a variety of 
reasons, there will be no 4-year-old class this year, but 
classes for age levels K through 6 will all continue. Along 
with adults, our older youth are also asked to come and 
assist as helpers.  Please communicate with Ann 
Mahnken to volunteer and for all details. 
 
Let’s come together in July for our Lord’s continual 
blessings of renewal.  Let’s come together with faith, 
hope, and love, so that God’s Holy Spirit may fill us, lead 
us, and energize us to live and serve in Jesus’ name each 
and every day! 
 

                     In our Lord Jesus’ Grace & Love,  

            Pastor Fred Krebs 
  
OPEN EYES, BURNING 

HEARTS….  

SYNOD ASSEMBLY REPORT 

Synod Assembly supports expanded engagement in 

the Holy Land and receives two new synodically 

authorized worshiping communities. 

  By Deacon Darcy Mittelstaedt  

Three hundred and seven members of the 

Southwestern Texas Synod congregations approved 

a resolution that supports engagement in the Holy 

Land. It was recommended to bring it to the 

Church-wide Assembly as a memorial in August. 
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The assembly was engaged in learning from Deacon 

Peggy Hahn on adaptive leadership and faithful 

metrics. They also had opportunities to learn from 

various workshops and worshipped together.  

The theme of the assembly was “Open Eyes, 

Burning Hearts” which is based on the Road to 

Emmaus story, found in the gospel of Luke (24:13-

35). This theme was based on our purpose 

statement: God’s grace transforms and connects us 

to learn, to love, to lead. This is a year of learning; 

the whole assembly was focused in that direction. 

The purpose of our gathering together as the 

Assembly of the Southwestern Texas Synod was as 

follows: Gathered to be transformed and connected 

by God’s grace through: Our common work (the 

business); Discipleship experiences; Sent, 

energized, inspired and equipped to engage in 

God’s mission in the world. The assembly was held 

May 31-June 2 at the Omni Hotel in Corpus Christi.  

Rev. Brenda Smith, Program Director for Faith 

Practices and Book of Faith in the Domestic 

Mission Unit of the ELCA Churchwide Office 

joined us and highlighted several updates, 

accomplishments, and new resources of the Church 

from last year. She expressed thanks for $728,507 

in congregational mission support from synod 

congregations shared in 2018 for church-wide 

ministries, and over $78,000 in disaster response 

from our congregations. Two-hundred and fifty-four 

seminary students received Fund for Leaders 

scholarships, of which four are from the synod.  

The assembly also heard from Campus Ministry, St. 

Luke’s Heath Ministries and the Lutheran 

Foundation of the Southwest, where they 

announced the four Tiemann Endowment 

Recipients (Misty Dush, Austin; Deacon Chris St. 

Clair, Garden Ridge, Margaret Jackson, Cuero and 

Rev. Ellen Williams, Austin).  

Synodically Authorized Worshipping 

Communities  

The assembly was informed of two new 

Synodically authorized worshipping communities – 

PALM (Port Aransas Lutheran Ministries) and 

Eagle Pass Frontera Ministries (Note: this was a 

name change from: San Lucas Emergency Shelter 

Mission)  

Resolution  

A resolution that the Southwestern Texas Synod 

Assembly memorialize the 2019 Churchwide 

Assembly to encourage this church’s members, 

congregations, synods, churchwide office including 

the Office of the Presiding Bishop to expand our 

relationships and dialogue beyond accompaniment 

with companion churches to engagement with those 

non-church groups and individuals in the Holy 

Land, whose perspective we may not yet 

understand, including mainstream Jewish Israelis 

and Muslims “to undo the boundary of strangeness 

or suspicion between us” while at the same time 

continuing to affirm our unique relationship with 

and accompaniment of Palestinian Christians and 

the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the 

Holy Land (ELCJHL).  

State of the Synod and Worship  

“Open Eyes, Burning Hearts” was the theme of the 

worships throughout the assembly. Friday evening 

service was composed of interactive stations 

(labyrinth, prayer, coloring/reflection, storytelling). 

All the worships had songs and readings in both 

English and Spanish. Hymn 643, “Somos Uno en 

Cristo” was learned and sung throughout our time 

together, and congregations are urged to sing it this 

Sunday for Pentecost. Bishop Sue Briner and Vice 

President Carl Teinert gave the state of the synod. 

We are comprised of 130 congregations of which 86 

congregations have less than 75 average worship 

attendance, 20 congregations have greater than 150 

as average worship attendance, 48 congregations 

without a called pastor, and only 6 out of the 48 

have capacity to call a full time pastor. Our goal is 

to support congregations as they seek to become 

more vital and sustainable in their future. The 

assembly was challenged to think about reimagining 

what ministries could be doing and how to move 

forward in the future.  

Budget 

A 2020-21 fiscal year synod budget was adopted, 

calling for mission support from congregations and 

other revenue of $1,537,000 and ministry 

expenditures of $1,562,035. The synod’s fiscal year 

begins Feb. 1 and ends Jan. 31.  

Offering  

Synod congregations and assembly participants 

gave offerings totaling $55,177.10 as of June 3. The 

offering went to the Tiemann Endowment Fund to 

help support development of congregational lay 

leaders, pastors and deacons. Gifts from individuals 

and congregations continue to be received for the 

Tiemann Leadership Endowment Fund and may be 

sent to the office of the Southwestern Texas Synod 

through August 31, 2019. After that, gifts can be 

sent directly to the Lutheran Foundation of the 

Southwest. 

Cross Trails Ministry  

Meeting as the corporation of Cross Trails Ministry, 

voting members elected Pastor Marcus Bigott, 

Emanuel’s as an at-large member of the Cross 

Trails board of directors and Pastor Andrew Dietzel, 

St. Martin’s, as an at-large member of the Cross 

Trails board of directors. The 32nd annual Luther 

Fall Festival supporting Cross Trails will be held on 

September 21st.   

Future Synod Assemblies  

The 2020 Synod Assembly will be held June 5-7 at 

the New Braunfels Convention Center. Tentatively, 

the 2021 Synod Assembly will be held at the 

McAllen Convention Center. All Assembly 

materials and videos can be found online at 

www.swtsynod.org/assembly_program. 

http://www.swtsynod.org/assembly_program
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COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 

 

 Approved Job Posting for Church 

Administrator’s Position 

 Approved changes to Church 

Administrator’s Job Description 

 Approved changes to Financial Secretary’s 

Job Description 

 Moved meeting with IHS Studios 

concerning covering of stained glass 

windows to July 8 

 

POSITION FOR CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR 

OPENING- JULY 15TH 

 

Due to the retirement of Debbie Nebgen on 

December 31 of this year, the position of Church 

Administrator will be open to congregational 

members from July 15 through July 31.  After July 

31, the position will be open to the community.  

Qualifications and requirements specific to the job 

are available on the table in the narthex.  Resumes 

may be mailed to St. Paul Lutheran Church, PO 

Box 26, Mason, Texas, 76856 or brought by the 

church office during regular office hours, 8:30 a.m. 

until 4:00 p.m., Monday through Thursday.  If you 

have any questions, you may contact the church 

office at (325) 347-5582. 

 

ANNUAL FISH FRY 

St. Paul Lutheran’s Annual Fish Fry will be held 

Sunday, August 25th immediately following the 

worship service.  Plans are to serve fried catfish, 

potato salad, beans, hush puppies and a drink for a 

free-will offering.  The council has designated the 

proceeds to go toward repair and covering of our 

stained glass windows.  Dress will be casual for the 

day.  We encourage everyone to mark their calendar 

to attend. 

NOTE OF THANKS  

St. Paul Lutheran Church, 

St. Paul has played a huge role in my life since I 

was a little girl.  The members of the church have 

shown me nothing but love and support.  I am very 

thankful to all the members for this scholarship, and 

opportunity to further my education.  Thank you for 

the past thirteen years.  I am humbled by your love. 

Sincerely, Kate Gillespie 

ST. PAUL CELEBRATES JULY BIRTHDAYS 

 
1 Sid Schmidt 

 Awbrey Kothmann 

3 Amber Hengst 

6 Carl Martin 

 Katherine Groves 

7 Barbara Wright 

9 Jaden Mun 

10 Jeff Owen 

12 Melanie King 

13 Bertha Ramsey 

14 Spencer Bierschwale 

15 Ann Mahnken 

17 Adotia Rode 

 Clara Schmidt 

18 Rebecca Schuessler 

20 Whitney Russell 

 Donna Langehennig 

21 Grant Stockbridge 

24 Chad Eckert 

26 Wade Jordan 

 Patrick Schuessler 

27 Merlina Gamel 

28 Joyce Ewert 

 Dylan Starks 

29 Ray Starks 

 Michelle Mun 

30 Tommy Starks 

 Ryan Schuessler 

31 Kensley Reese Nebgen 

 

If your birthday or a family member’s birthday is not 

listed or is listed incorrectly, please let Deb Probst know 

@ 325-597-2832 or dcprobst@hotmail.com. Thank you 

for helping us with this project.   

 

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR MAY 
Congregational Giving: $16,359.62 

Expenditures: $19,974.84 

 

STEWARDSHIP DIRECTORY 
FOR July 

 
Lay Reader: Alberta Birk (July 7, 14, & 21);  

  Lynn Reichenau (July 28) 

Communion Assistants: Del Roy Reichenau and 

 Gene Geistweidt 

Council Rep. on Duty: Jimie Ruth Langehennig 

Bell Ringers:  Tommy Starks, Mark Lehmberg,  

   and Wayne Carl Hofmann 

Speaker System:  Bob Vacek and Mark Lehmberg,  

Ushers: Kirby Groves, Justin Yonker 

  Katherine Groves and Janette Tomlinson 

Property Person on Duty: Jerry Bearden  

Acolytes: 

  (7/7) Jack Gillespie & Jackson Lehmberg 

  (7/14) Rance Vierus 

  (7/21) Ryne Todd & Jackson Lehmberg (?) 

  (7/28) Cason Jacoby 

Greeters: 
  (7/7) Chad & Rachel Schmidt  

  (7/14) Youth 

  (7/21)  Jimie Ruth Langehennig & Mike Goff 

  (7/28) Gayland & Mary Thorn 

Altar Guild: 

 Flower Chairman:  Nancy Brown 

 Parament Chairman:  June Durst 

 Communion Chairman:  Sherry Schmidt 

Memorials: Church Office 347-5582 or  

  Sherie Clarkson 347-5762 

 
 

CHURCH DIRECTORY 

 

Rev. Fred Krebs                                                  Pastor  

Mrs. Debbie Nebgen             Church Administrator 

Mrs. Ann Mahnken       Youth Coordinator 

Church Office Hours: 

Mon.-Thurs.    8:30 A.M. – 4:00 P.M. 

(325)347-5582 (Office)           (325)347-8420 (Fax) 

Email: stpaulmason@gmail.com   

Website: www.stpaulmason.com 

mailto:dcprobst@hotmail.com
mailto:stpaulmason@gmail.com

