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         The mission of St. Paul Lutheran Church is to hear, share, and proclaim the Word of God.        

 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

 
“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch 
becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know 
that summer is near. So also, when you see all these 
things, you know that he is near, at the very gates.”  
Mt. 24: 32-33; Mk. 13: 28-29; Lk. 21: 29-31. 
 
Dear Friends in Christ,  
 
A lot of you have heard me speak of my love for the 
above verses of Jesus concerning fig trees in spring. Fig 
trees grow in Texas as they do in Israel.  During my 
years in Austin, there were fig trees behind our Prince of 
Peace church building and also in one of my neighbor’s 
yards which I would often pass by on my walk back and 
forth between the church and our house.  About this 
time each year, the new fig tree leaves would be fresh, 
bright green, young, sticky-moist, and supple.  Those 
leaves emitted a special, sweet fragrance, much like the 
fruit which would eventually burst forth in weeks to 
come.  Each year, those fresh little leaves were a sign of 
resurrection hope.  They reminded me that the hope of 
spring would burst forth into fruits of summer and new 
life! 
 
Summer is almost upon us.  Many folks complained that 
the colder weather stayed with us far too long this 
spring.  Yet I would wager to say that very soon most 
folks will be complaining that it’s just too hot! 
 
Jesus says that the new growth on the fig tree is a 
reminder that God is near, not distant.  Jesus is saying 
that the Lord will be with us as the seasons change from 
spring to summer.   
 
We have celebrated Jesus’ resurrection and are 
continuing to celebrate Easter through the 7 Sundays of 
Easter.  In fact, this year we will be in the Easter season 
until June 2nd.  
 
May is the month of Mother’s Day, which is Sunday, 
May 12, this year.  Let’s all remember the blessings of 
our mothers in our lives. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
May is also the month of graduations.  Many people 
think of graduations as an end to an educational 
process. Yet another name for graduations is 
“commencements” – a word which means “beginnings” 
of new things. Following a long period of learning, we 
celebrate the beginnings of new opportunities in the 
lives of graduates.  This month, in our St. Paul 
congregation, we celebrate the high school graduation 
of Kate Gillespie, who will be continuing her education 
at Texas Tech.  We also celebrate the middle school 
graduations of Avery Brooks and Cason Jacoby.  As we 
celebrate with these fine young people, let’s also pray 
for them as they continue forward into new beginnings!   
On May 27, we celebrate Memorial Day, remembering 
all those who have given their lives for our country.  We 
will remember them in prayer during worship on May 
26. 
 
The weekend of May 31 through June 2, Lynn and Del 
Roy Reichenau and I will be St. Paul voting members at 
our ELCA Southwestern Texas Synod Assembly in Corpus 
Christi.  The theme for this year’s assembly is Open Eyes, 
Burning Hearts, and is based on the Road to Emmaus 
Story, found in the gospel of Luke (24:13-35).  This 
theme is based on our synod’s purpose statement: God’s 
grace transforms and connects us to learn, to love, to 
lead.  This is a year of learning; the whole assembly will 
be focused in that direction.  Pray for the Holy Spirit’s 
guidance and direction for the assembly. 
 
May the month of May be a special month of 
celebrations and new beginnings.  May Jesus’ image of 
the tender springtime growth of the leaves of the fig 
tree remind us that our Lord is always with us! 
 

In our Lord Jesus’ Grace & Love, 

Pastor Fred Krebs  
 “All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit….”  

(Acts 2: 4) 
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MOTHER'S DAY LUNCH 

 

A Mother's Day lunch will be served by our youth 

on Sunday, May 12 following worship service. Cost 

is by donation helping with their projects.  

 

Sign-up sheets will be available in the narthex. 

When you sign up, mark your choice of homemade 

lasagna or chicken Alfredo. There will also be 

salad, green beans, garlic bread and homemade 

strawberry shortcake.  

 

Here's a chance for a good meal and to support of 

our youth.  

 

Sponsored by Parish Life Committee  

 

  

REMINDER 
CHECK OUT THE CHURCH WEBSITE – 

www.stpaulmason.com !  Cell phone accessibility, 

audio of Pastor’s previous week’s sermon, 

Proclaimer and church calendar, church news and 

activities.   

 

 

 
Congratulations to our senior graduate 

Kate Gillespie and our eighth grade graduates 

Avery Brooks and 

Cason Jacoby 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 

 Hill Country Conference will be held on 

Sunday, April 28 at St. John Lutheran 

Church, Castell beginning at 3:00 p.m. 

 Council approved receiving donations 

during the months of April and May for the 

SWT Synod Assembly offering.  This year 

the synod has designated the offering to the 

Tiemann Endowment Fund. 

 Approved Pastor Fred’s furnishings 

allowance for 2019. 

 Set August 25th for annual fish fry fundraiser 

 

ST. PAUL CELEBRATES MAY BIRTHDAYS 

 

2 Kirby Groves 

 Savannah Kast 

 

3  Ryne Todd 

 

6  Marcy Young 

 

7 LaVerne Kothmann 

 

8 Reid Alan Yonker 

 

10 Joan Kettner 

 Tammy Parrish 

 LaVerne Tanner 

 

13 Terry Owen 

 

16 Lanie Schmidt 

 

17 Steve Cochran 

 

20  Pastor Charles Eckert 

 

23 Kris Eckert 

 Teresa Gierisch 

 

27 Sara Banta 

 Bert Mahnken 

 Matt Schmidt 

 

28 Camille Schmidt 

 Tony Wooldridge 

 

30 Rylan Todd 

 

31 Scott Williams 

 

If your birthday or a family member’s birthday is 

not listed or is listed incorrectly, please let Deb 

Probst know @ 325-597-2832 or 

dcprobst@hotmail.com. Thank you for helping us 

with this project.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.stpaulmason.com/
mailto:dcprobst@hotmail.com
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THANK GOD FOR OUR FAMILIES 

[Jesus was dying on the cross.] When Jesus saw his 

mother and the disciple whom he loved standing 

beside her, he said to his mother, “Woman, here is 

your son.” Then he said to the disciple, “Here is 

your mother.” -John 19:26-27   

On the second Sunday of this month we celebrate 

the mothers and mother figures in our lives, and 

then in June we celebrate our fathers and father 

figures. What a wonderful opportunity to honor the 

strong bond between parents and children. How 

strong? The first use of the word “love” in the 

Bible, Genesis 22:2, describes the connection 

between Abraham and his son, Isaac.  

Family is one of our most valuable gifts from God, 

and one that, as all holy gifts, we are entrusted to 

treasure, love and nourish. As parents, we are 

responsible for nourishing children to become 

healthy adults. And as children, we are responsible 

for caring for parents as they age.  

Jesus indicates in the passage above that there need 

not be a blood connection for a parent-child 

relationship (as any family with adopted children 

can attest). In Matthew 12:46-50, Jesus actually 

redefines family, saying that all who love and 

follow him are mothers, brothers, sisters, fathers. 

So, all of us are parent, child and sibling to one 

another. Now THAT’S some family! 

As we honor the mother and father figures this 

spring, we can also challenge ourselves to be better 

stewards of the family bonds God has given us. 

 Explore through Scripture what it means to be a 

family, including a faith family.  

 Work with your congregation promote healthy 

family connections. 

 Support and accompany families that are in 

crisis or paralyzed by dysfunction. 

 Learn about foster-parent programs and support 

foster families. 

 Explore and support Big Brother and Big Sister 

programs. Be a mentor to a child or youth. 

 Befriend a senior citizen who may not have 

children (or children nearby). 

 Remember that not all family relationships are 

positive. Avoid judgment and listen thoughtfully 

to those whose experiences may differ from 

yours. 

 With your congregation, explore ways to live as 

brothers and sisters, mothers and fathers to one 

another. 

God ordained families to be the fundamental unit of 

human life. We can be good stewards of family 

relationships by caring for one another and helping 

everyone to grow into the faith family God intends. 

--Rob Blezard 
Copyright © 2018, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by permission. 

Pastor Blezard works as content editor for 

www.stewardshipoflife.org and serves as an assistant to the bishop of 

the Lower Susquehanna Synod. 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR MARCH 
Congregational Giving: $32,794.99 

Expenditures:  $21,788.29 

 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP DIRECTORY 
FOR May 

 

Lay Reader: Helen Habecker 

Communion Assistants:  Lynn Reichenau, 

  Janet Schmidt and Carolyn Loeffler 

Council Rep. on Duty:  Paulette Keller 

Bell Ringers:  Tommy Starks, Mark Lehmberg,  

   and Wayne Carl Hofmann 

Speaker System:  Bob Vacek and Mark Lehmberg,  

Ushers:  Paulette Keller, Harold Albers, 

  KC Mun and Mark Lehmberg 

Property Person on Duty: Harold Albers  

Acolytes: 

  (5/5) Rance Vierus & Ryne Todd  

  (5/12) Cy Nobles 

  (5/19) Ryne Todd  

  (5/26) Jackson Lehmberg   

Greeters: 
  (5/5) Melissa Stockbridge & Janette Tomlinson 

  (5/12) Youth  

  (5/19)  Rex & Connie Smith  

  (5/26) Cynthia Bauer & Kathy Krebs  

 Altar Guild: 

  Flower Chairman:  Katherine Groves 

  Parament Chairman:  Kassi Reichenau 

  Communion Chairman:  Helen Habecker 

Women’s Bible Study: 

  Morning Bible Study (10:00 A.M.)  

 (First Wed. of Month)    

     Bible Study Leader: Cynthia Bauer  

     Hostess:  Sherie Clarkson 

  Evening Bible Study (5 PM – Third Tues. of  

  Month) in the Church Library 

 Memorials: Church Office 347-5582 or  

  Sherie Clarkson 347-5762 

 

We wish to thank those who have so graciously 

contributed their time and talents toward the 

ministry of St. Paul Lutheran Church. 
 

 

CHURCH DIRECTORY 

 

Rev. Fred Krebs                                              Pastor  

Mrs. Debbie Nebgen             Church Administrator 

Mrs. Ann Mahnken       Youth Coordinator 

 

Church Office Hours: 

Mon.-Thurs.    8:30 A.M. – 4:00 P.M. 

(325)347-5582 (Office)           (325)347-8420 (Fax) 

Email: stpaulmason@gmail.com   

Website: www.stpaulmason.com 

http://www.stewardshipoflife.org/
mailto:stpaulmason@gmail.com

