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         The mission of St. Paul Lutheran Church is to hear, share, and proclaim the Word of God.        

 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK: 

 

“God is love, and those who abide in love abide in 
God, and God abides in them.” 

I John 4: 16 
 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
Because of the complete love of Jesus our Lord, our 
Christian faith boldly proclaims, “God is love!”  The 
season of Epiphany brightly shines forth God’s love 
by beginning with the star of Bethlehem and 
continuing on with the key events of Jesus’ life 
which shine God’s light, grace, and love into the 
world and into our hearts! 
 
February is the month of friendship and love.  
Valentine cards, candies, little gifts, and 
expressions of caring and affection are often 
exchanged.  We reflect upon real friendships in our 
lives. 
 
Recently I put together an electric fireplace 
television cabinet for our living room at the 
parsonage.  It was no small task with the many 
boards and screws and cams and small parts which 
needed to be fit together.  I worked hard to 
understand the instructions and followed them 
carefully so as not to make any errors. Even so, I 
had to backtrack and start over on a couple of 
steps.  Finally, the process was complete and the 
finished product beautiful.   
 
I got it all set up with our television and 
accompanying cables and equipment. Then I flicked 
the switch for the electric fireplace.   
The artificial firewood embers glowed!  Flames of 
yellow, orange, and red rose up flickering brightly!  
I was pleased.  The results of all my work in putting 
the unit together were worth it.  It looks great and 
functions as it is supposed to function.  It’s basically 
trouble-free, with no need to clean up dirty ashes.   
 
There is just one thing---artificial flames and 
artificial embers are just that---they truly are  

 
 
 
artificial.  Although lovely, they are not the real 
thing.  While they are a good substitute, they are 
not the same as a real, crackling wood fire in an 
actual fireplace.   
 
There is nothing artificial or incomplete about 
Jesus’s love.  It is 100% the real thing, the real love 
of God!  There is no substitute for it.  Jesus said, 
“No one has greater love than this, to lay down 
one’s life for one’s friends.”  (John 15:13)   And 
Jesus didn’t just say it, he meant it.  Jesus lived out 
God’s love fully.  Then he went all the way, in all he 
said and did, even to the cross! 
 
Sometimes our human love for one another is 
strong and genuine.  In other instances, it is weak 
and merely a polite facade.  Likewise, some 
friendships are deep and lasting while others are 
shallow and short-lived. Even in our deepest 
relationships of love and friendship, we do not 
always act perfectly and kindly.   
 
Jesus is the friend who will never forsake any of us.  
He will lead us to love one another and our 
neighbors more strongly and more genuinely, as he 
has loved us.  He will guide us into true and 
beneficial friendships.  Most of all, by his grace, he 
will teach us and empower us through the Holy 
Spirit to forgive and love one another as God 
forgives each of us.   
 
Trust in Jesus and love your neighbor!  Jesus is 
indeed God’s greatest friend and guide for each 
and all of us!  In him, truly, “God is love!” 
 

In our Lord Jesus’ grace & love,  
 

Pastor Fred Krebs 
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ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

REPORT 

 

The congregation of St. Paul Lutheran met for its 

Annual Congregational Meeting on Sunday, 

January 27, 2019.  At that meeting the following 

actions were taken.  The 2019 Ministry Plan was 

adopted.  The following were elected to the 2019 

Congregation Council: Merlina Gamel, Paulette 

Keller and Lynn Reichenau.  The 2019 Nominating 

Committee was elected and they are: Jerry Bearden, 

Sheri Jordan, Bob Vacek, Sherie Clarkson and 

Nicholas Gierisch. The congregation gave their 

approval for the council to appoint delegates to the 

2019 Synod Assembly beginning the last day of 

May. 

 

After the Annual Meeting the newly elected council 

met in the Office Building to elect officers.  The 

following were elected: Chad Schmidt, President; 

Justin Yonker, Vice-President; Lynn Reichenau, 

Secretary; and Jimie Ruth Langehennig, Treasurer. 

 

We extend our gratitude to those going off the 

council.  They are Jerry Bearden, Sheri Jordan and 

Melanie King. 
 

VALENTINE LUNCHEON 

 

You are invited to a Valentine lunch 

Sunday, February 10, following the 

worship service.  Our youth will be cooking and 

serving.  Cost is by donation for Youth Gathering 

expenses.  There will be door prizes.  Menu consists 

of salad, stuffed pork loin, roasted vegetables, 

maple carrots, rolls, and chocolate surprise for 

dessert.  For food preparation on number attending, 

sign-up sheets will be available in the narthex.  This 

event is hosted by the Parish Life Committee. 

 

Alberta Birk, chair 

 

SEASONS OF LEARNING 
 
   One of the amazing blessings of our Church, is 
our focus on the seasons!  We experienced the 
time of waiting in Advent and now we look 
forward, each Sunday, in more of Jesus’ beautiful 
story being made known in Epiphany.  I want to 
extend my heartfelt thanks for your generous gift 
of love given to me during the Christmas season, 
but I must say that the opportunity to learn and 
grow each Sunday with all of you and to teach the 
amazing children and youth at St. Paul fills my 
heart with tremendous joy!  As I heard Pastor 
preach yesterday about the Baptism of Jesus, I gave 
thanks that my parents brought me to St. Paul’s 
baptismal font but I also thought of Ethan Powell, 
sitting in St. Paul, who portrayed Jesus at His 
baptism in Vacation Bible School this past summer.  
God placed upon my heart, in these moments of 

remembrance, the gratitude to be a part of a 
family. 
 
One of my prayer requests for the New Year is that 
all of us will feel a stronger commitment to our 
faith.  Yes, me too!   
We have had the blessing in downstairs Sunday 
School of good attendance, but I still have goals.  I 
pray for all the children and youth to be faithful.  
That is one of the greatest gifts my parents gave 
me.  Church and Sunday School attendance was 
never in question, it was a GIVEN!  So, join me, in 
this New Year in praying that those who are away, 
more than they are present, will feel the longing 
that I feel every Sunday morning, to be present.  I 
am also praying, that those kids in Sunday School, 
will also be present with their families in church!  I 
guess it is the teacher in me, but I feel such a need 
to continue teaching and learning, and the greatest 
joy, comes from learning about the faith.   
 
The following are great opportunities for growth: 
 Sunday School:  We are taking the Luminary story 
and going back and learning from the Bible,  the 
breathtaking events from Isaiah’s prophecy to the 
flight to Egypt by Mary and Joseph to escape from 
the wicked King Herod.  This study will continue 
until Lent.  We will have special events such as the 
animal parade we had last Sunday because we 
were studying  Isaiah 11:  6-9, where God envisions 
a perfect world.  What a joy…Kids bringing in 
animal pictures and stuffed animals, partnering up 
a tame and wild animal, and singing, “Here I Am 
Lord.”  …”I will go, Lord, if you lead me.”  
 
To be led by the Lord, we need to be PRESENT! 
 January Junior Lutherans:  we will do a service 
project to support Tammi Pinter, who is 
undergoing chemo and experiencing a big month 
to determine the direction of her cancer 
treatments.  We not only want to support her and 
her family through our prayers, but by reaching out 
in a special way!   
 
January Children’s Church:  We will do a powerful 
drama of “The Legend of the Three Trees, 
remembering the manger, the boat, and the cross. 
 
And, like Sunday School, bring your family to 
church to learn even more! 
 May 2019 bring you special blessings, as we 
experience the seasons of life through those on the 
calendar and those in our Church life.  May living 
with the Lord warm your heart in the winter and 
may you see Him more clearly and know His story 
more dearly in the season of Epiphany. 
 

In Christ’s love, Ann Mahnken 
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ALL ARE INVITED 

 

Women of St. Paul, you are invited to the Hill 

Country Gathering of WELCA to be held here at St. 

Paul on Saturday, March 2nd.  

 

We are hosting the meeting and hope that you will 

join us in welcoming the rest of the ladies of the 

conference.  The meeting starts at 8:30 a.m. with 

registration and brunch. 

 

Registration forms will be on the table in the 

narthex of the church, in Debbie Nebgen’s office or 

Cynthia Bauer will have some. 

 

The theme of the Gathering is “God’s Work Our 

Hands”.  Keynote speaker will be Diane Meyers. 

 

Lunch will be served with the meeting closing with 

a short church service and communion. 

 

Cynthia Bauer 

 
STANDING COMMITTEES GROUP 

MEETING 

 

The date set for the Standing Committees Group 

Meeting is Sunday, February 24th.  At this time each 

year, standing committees meet, organize and set 

goals for the coming year.  This is also a time to 

encourage members who are not involved in one of 

the standing committees to join.  Our present 

standing committees are Worship & Music, 

Evangelism and Social Concerns, Property, Parish 

Life, Parish History, Parish Education, Children’s 

Church and Stewardship.   

 

A covered dish luncheon will be held immediately 

following the worship on the February 24th and the 

group meeting will begin after the luncheon. Parish 

Life and Worship & Music Committees will be in 

charge of the set-up and clean-up afterwards.  

 

 

ST. PAUL CELEBRATES FEBRUARY 

BIRTHDAYS 

 

2 James Donop     

  

3 Tommy Durst  

        

4 Reubin Ake 

5 Audra Rode      

 

8 John Gillespie 

  

10 Stephanie Sparks 

 

11 Patsy Zesch 

 

12 Cannon Jacoby 

 

13 Willie Mae McCollum 

 

15 Jack Gillespie 

 

17 Linda Doyal 

 Mark Lehmberg 

 

26 Margarine Beaman 

 

28 Gideon Gonzales 

 

If your birthday or a family member’s birthday is 

not listed or is listed incorrectly, please let Deb 

Probst know @ 325-597-2832 or 

dcprobst@hotmail.com. Thank you for helping us 

with this project.   

 

JANUARY COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 

 

 It was reported that the Sunday average for 

2018 was 94.  This is down from 2017. 

 Pastor Fred will attend the Theological 

Conference in Galveston, Monday through 

Wednesday, January 28-30. 

 Congregational Meeting will be held on 

Sunday, January 27th immediately following 

a covered dish luncheon at 12 noon. 

 The newly elected 2019 Congregation 

Council will meet after the annual meeting 

to elect officers. 

 World Hunger Initiative raised $1,101.01.  

This was a project of the Evangelism 

Committee. 

 Standing Committees Group Meeting will 

be held on Sunday, February 24th 

immediately following a covered dish lunch. 

 Valentine Luncheon will be held on Sunday, 

February 10th.  The Youth Group will cook 

and serve a meal of stuffed pork loin, 

roasted vegetables, maple carrots, salad, 

rolls, and chocolate surprise for dessert 

served for a donation to the Youth Group. 

 Council expressed their appreciation to 

outgoing council members: Sheri Jordan, 

Jerry Bearden and Melanie King. 

 

FOOD DISTRIBUTION AT FOOD BANK  

 

St. Paul Lutheran will be in charge 

of the distribution of food at our 

local Food Bank in February.  

Dates for distribution are Monday, 

Tuesday, and Wednesday, 

February 11-13 from 2:45 until 

5:30 p.m.  Volunteers are needed to help with this 

project.  A sign-up sheet will be made available on 

the table in the narthex.  If you need more 

information, please contact Mark Lehmberg. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:dcprobst@hotmail.com


 4 

GIFT OF FAITH GALA 

 

Cross Trails Ministry sponsored Gift of Faith Gala will 

be held at The Courtyard Marriott River Village on 

March 2, 2019 from 5-10 p.m.  Come enjoy an evening 

of food, entertainment, live and silent auctions, music, 

dancing and fellowship while raising funds for financial 

aid “Camperships” and keeping our church camps 

affordable.  Tickets are $100 each.  To purchase tickets, 

give a sponsorship or give a general donation, call at 

830-257-6340. 

 

OUR APPRECIATION FOR MANY 
VOLUNTEERED HOURS 
 
Here at St. Paul Lutheran we are 
so blessed with the many 
volunteers who undertake the 

Lord’s work.  If it wasn’t for our faithful volunteers, 
little would get done.  After all, we are called to 
share our talents to further the mission of the 
church.  So when our faithful volunteers need to 
retire it is sad, but also a time to thank them for 
their dedication to St. Paul and the mission of the 
church.  This past year Sara Banta, who led the 
Wellness Exercise Class and Linda Owen, who 
chaired the Emergency Committee have retired.  
These two ladies have put in many hours of service 
to the church.  We are so appreciative of their 
dedication to these ministries at St. Paul. 
 
We are happy to report that Cynthia Bauer has 
agreed to chair the Emergency Committee this year 
while we look for a new chairperson.  The 
responsibilities of the chair of the Emergency 
Committee, along with the Committee members, is 
to prepare a meal for the bereaved family of a 
church member.  If you feel that this is a ministry 
you can be a part of, please contact the Church 
Office.  This is an important ministry to St. Paul and 
cannot continue without your help! 
 
THANK YOU!  THANK YOU! 
 
Two small words that can tell so much.  Thank you 
to all who helped with the Luminary.  We couldn’t 
give this gift to our community without the help of 
so many who give of their time and talents.  I won’t 
even try to list the names because I might leave 
someone out.  But you know who you are:  the 
actors in the scenes, those who set up and/or took 
down the scenery, those who planned the 
costumes and props, those who put out the 
luminaries, those who provided food for the 
workers, those who provided cookies and hot 
chocolate for the actors, and our publicity 
chairman who made sure the community knew 
when to come.  Again the Lord provided a beautiful 
night to share the story of the birth of Christ with 

our community.  Praise the Lord for All His 
blessings! 

Sheri Jordan 
 
OFFICIAL ACTS: 

Funerals: 12/14/18 Leola Beatrice Schuch Grote 

 12/30/18 Elaine Friday Eckert 

  

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR DECEMBER 

Congregational Giving: $33,873.38 

Expenditures:  $24,391.21 

 

STEWARDSHIP DIRECTORY 
FOR fEBRUARY 

 

Lay Reader:  LeEster Burch 

Communion Assistants: Carolyn Loeffler & 

 Kathy Krebs 

Council Rep. on Duty: Glenn Nebgen  

Bell Ringers:  Tommy Starks, Mark Lehmberg and 

  Wayne Carl Hofmann 

Speaker System:  Bob Vacek and Mark Lehmberg 

Ushers:  Glenn Ruthven, Glenn Nebgen, 

  Rex Smith and Mike Goff 

Property Person on Duty:  Richard Lindley 

Acolytes 

  (2/3) Rance Vierus & Jack Gillespie  

  (2/10) Ryne Todd & Jackson Lehmberg 

  (2/17) Jack Gillespie & Ryne Todd 

  (2/24) Cy Nobles & Jackson Lehmberg 

Greeters: 

  (2/3) Jay & Beverly Marek  

  (2/10) Youth 

  (2/17) Jerry Bearden & Velma Gierisch 

  (2/24) Gene & Linda Geistweidt 

Altar Guild: 

  Flower Chairman:  Katherine Groves 

  Parament Chairman:  Kassi Reichenau 

  Communion Chairman:  Helen Habecker 

Women’s Bible Study:   
Morning Bible Study- (First Wed. of the month at  

    10:00 AM) Leader: Cynthia Bauer 

    Hostess: Helen Habecker 

 Evening Bible Study (5 PM – Third Tues. of 

Month)  

Memorials: Church Office 347-5582 or  

  Sherie Clarkson 347-5762 

 
We wish to thank those who have so graciously 

contributed their time and talents toward the ministry of 

St. Paul Lutheran Church. 
 

CHURCH DIRECTORY 

 
Rev. Fred Krebs                                                            Pastor  

Mrs. Debbie Nebgen                    Church Administrator 

Mrs. Ann Mahnken           Youth Coordinator 

 

Church Office Hours: 

Mon.-Thurs.    8:30 A.M. – 4:00 P.M. 

(325)347-5582 (Office)           (325)347-8420 (Fax) 

Email: stpaulmason@gmail.com   

Website: www.stpaulmason.com 

 

mailto:stpaulmason@gmail.com

