
  

 

 

                                              

 

         THE PROCLAIMER 
 

          December 2018 
 
                                                                             
         The mission of St. Paul Lutheran Church is to hear, share, and proclaim the Word of God.        

 

FROM THE PASTOR  

 

“But Mary kept all these things and pondered them in 
her heart.”  St. Luke 2: 19 

 
Dear Friends in Christ: 
 
As we enter the season of Advent and begin a new 
church year, we think of all the feelings and thoughts 
which Mary and Joseph must have carried in their hearts 
and minds in preparation for the birth of Jesus.  Indeed, 
in Luke’s version of the Christmas story, after the 
shepherds had “made known abroad the saying which 
was told them concerning this child,” Luke wrote that 
“Mary kept all these things and pondered them in her 
heart.” 
 
Mothers everywhere keep and ponder events in their 
children’s lives in their hearts.  My mother not only kept 
things in her heart; she also kept countless memorabilia 
about her children in drawers and envelopes and files.  
Recently I have been going through my first birthday 
cards, photos, and envelope with a cutting of my baby 
hair from my first haircut, cards, valentines, Cub Scout 
patches, letters from relatives---you name it, Mom 
saved it!  This shows the love and care she had for each 
of us, and to be honest, it’s even hard for me to throw 
some of these things out---not only the things she saved 
for me but also things which Kathy and I have saved for 
our own children.  But alas, eventually at least some of 
these things must go.  Otherwise some of them are  
likely to end up as wall decorations at Cracker Barrel 
restaurants for people to gawk at and chuckle about---
which isn’t necessarily a bad thing! 
 
Here’s a recipe which my mom left in one of her 
envelopes for me.  I guess she thought that her pastor 
son might have use for it, and I guess she was right, as 
mothers usually are---so, here it is, for you to enjoy: 
 

Christmas Cake 
Ingredients:  
1 cup thanks to God    2 cups sacrifice for others 
1 cup good thoughts   3 cups forgiveness 
3 cups well beaten thoughts of compassion 
1 cup kind deeds 
 
Mix thoroughly, add tears of joy, sorrow, and sympathy 
for others.  Flavor with little gifts of love and kindly  

 
 
 
service. Fold in 4 cups of prayer and faith to lighten 
other ingredients and raise to great heights of Christian 
living.  Bake well at a high degree of human kindness, 
and serve with a warm smile. 
 
We have such wonderful opportunities coming up to 
help us prepare for Christ’s coming!  We have a great 
recipe of activities planned to prepare our hearts:  1st 

Holy Communion Service for our five confirmation 
students on the First Sunday of Advent, December 2---
Jack Gillespie, Jackson Lehmberg, Cy Nobles, Ryne Todd, 
and Rance Vierus;  Community Choir Cantata “More 
than a Manger” at 6 PM on December 2, at First UMC;  
Youth & Children’s Christmas Program on the Second 
Sunday of Advent, December 9, at 9:30 AM in our 
upstairs auditorium with worship following in sanctuary; 
Luminary in the Park on December 9 at 6:30 PM; Third 
Sunday of Advent, December 16 (Holy Communion); 
Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 23; Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Service (Holy Communion) on Monday, 
December 24, at 5:30 PM; Christmas Day Service (Holy 
Communion) on Tuesday, December 25, at 10 AM (Holy 
Communion); and Christmas Progressive Dinner on 
Friday, December 28, beginning at 6 PM.  Then on 
Sunday, December 30, we’ll celebrate the First Sunday 
of Christmas and get ready for year 2019! 
 
As we begin this Advent and new church year, let’s take 
time to ponder the meaning of this season and let’s 
keep “all these things” in our hearts---the yearning of 
the prophets through the ages, the darkness of a world 
in need of God’s light, and the surprise of God entering 
the world in human form as a babe in a manger! 
Let’s remember also the continuing presence NOW of 
our Lord in this world with us.  Let us remember that 
God can come into this world and into our lives in 
surprising and mysterious ways at any moment---even 
when we least expect it! 
 
In our Lord Jesus’ Grace and Love, 

 

Pastor Fred Krebs 
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ADVENT MUSIC FESTIVAL 

 

Advent Music Festival will be held at First United 

Methodist Church on Sunday, December 2nd at 6:00 

p.m.  The Mason Community Choir, directed by 

Lynn Reichenau, will present the Christmas 

Cantata, “More Than a Manger.”  Everyone is 

invited to attend this special event. 

  

 

 

CHRISTMAS 

POINSETTIAS 

 

Each Christmas season the 

Altar Guild uses poinsettias to 

decorate the sanctuary.  As in 

past years, you are invited to 

purchase a poinsettia(s) in love or memory of a 

loved one.  Poinsettias will cost $10 per plant. 

 

Order envelopes will be inserted in the bulletin on 

Sundays, December 2nd and December 9th.  Please 

fill out the information on the envelopes, place your 

payment in it and insert it into the marked box in 

the narthex.  Deadline for orders is Thursday, 

December 13th.   

 

CHRISTMAS PROGRESSIVE DINNER will be 

held on Friday, December 29th beginning at 6:00 

p.m., with appetizers at the home of Ron and 

Alberta Birk, 1597 Old Mill Creek Rd.  We will 

then progress on to the Fellowship Hall (unless we 

have an invitation to go elsewhere for salad) and 

enjoy the remainder of the meal.  Entrée will be 

pork tenderloin with raspberry and mild chipotle 

sauce, seasoned rice, and green beans.  (Catered by 

Square Plate).  Dessert will follow. 

 

Cost for the event is $15 per person.  There will be 

a sign-up sheet in the narthex, or contact Alberta 

Birk or Cynthia Bauer.  This event is sponsored by 

the Parish Life Committee. 

 

Alberta Birk 

 

CHRISTMAS BRUNCH   

 

The women of St. Paul are invited to join the 

morning Bible Study group for the 10:00 a.m. 

December 5th meeting.  Alberta Birk will host the 

get-together at her home at 1597 Old Mill Creek 

Rd.  A special Christmas program followed by a 

brunch about 11:00 a.m. The morning Bible Study 

members are asked to bring a food item to share. 

 

2019 OFFERING ENVELOPES 

 

2019 offering envelopes will be available to 

members on Sunday, December 16th.  Envelopes 

will be placed on the table in the narthex.  If you 

would like to use the envelope system and haven’t 

in the past, please let the church office know. 

 

JANUARY PROCLAIMER ARTICLES DUE 

EARLY 

 

Articles for the January “Proclaimer” will be due on 

Tuesday, December 11th.  This is a week earlier 

than usual and is due to the Christmas holidays.   

 

ANNUAL REPORTS  
 

Annual reports will be due in the church office on 

Wednesday, January 2, 2019.  All committees and 

organizations of the church are expected to turn in 

reports.  If you have any questions, please contact 

the church office. 

 

CHRISTMAS 

LUMINARY 

 

Please remember “The 

Journey to Bethlehem” 

drive through Christmas 

Luminary is set for 

December 9 at Fort Mason 

City Park.  The time is 

6:30-7:30 p.m.  There is no admission fee.   

 

We are reserving December 16 as a backup date. 

 

Come and experience the joy and beauty of the 

Christmas Story as it unfolds along the winding, 

tree lined paths in the park.  Witness the happiness 

that exudes from the youth as they participate in this 

majestic presentation. 

 

Come and feel the warmth and gratitude in your 

heart as we prepare for the arrival of the Christ 

child. 

 

Christmas Blessings to all!   

Submitted by 

Luminary Publicity Committee 

 

WORLD HUNGER INITIATIVE 
 
How many of us have ever known real hunger or 
real worry about whether there would be food for 
tomorrow?  Who among us have personally 
witnessed the starvation of men, women and 
children?  Most of us live in an era of abundance 
and because of such abundance, witness the 
leftovers we discard from our family dinner tables 
and restaurant meals when we choose to eat out.   
Our Christian faith calls us to action to make a 
difference in our community and the world.  Our 
congregation council has approved the 
recommendation of the evangelism committee to 
join in the church wide mission this advent season 
to combat WORLD HUNGER.  St Paul’s goal is to 
raise $750 to support the purchase of a “FAMILY 
FARM” consisting of a cow, couple of goats, a 
dozen chicks, two pigs, farming tools, seeds and 
agricultural training and support.  “With new tools 
and techniques, crops will grow stronger than ever.  
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Eggs and milk and meat from the farm animals 
provide a lifetime of food to eat and sell on the 
market, helping a family escape the cycle of hunger 
and poverty …”    
 
Each Sunday during this advent season you will 
have the opportunity to join in St Paul’s effort to 
secure the funds to purchase a family farm.  Most 
of us have so much stuff our closets, garages and 
storage buildings are overflowing.  Encourage one 
another to refrain from buying more stuff and let 
us teach our children how we can make a 
difference in the world helping overcome World 
Hunger. 
 

Evangelism Committee 
 

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 

 

 Del Roy Reichenau, chair of the 

Stewardship Committee, presented the 2019 

Ministry Plan in the amount of $243,028, 

which is a reduction from 2018. 

 Received a gift of $10,000 from Pastor Fred 

and Kathy to start a parsonage fund.  

 Stewardship Committee recommended to 

the council to reflect on ways to maintain 

the scholarship fund. There have been 

numerous scholarships presented in the last 

few years and this has depleted the fund. 

 The council approved a recommendation 

from the Evangelism Committee on the 

World Hunger Initiative.  During the 

Sundays in Advent a free-will donation will 

be taken toward raising enough money 

($715.00) for a “family farm” that would 

supply a family with a cow, couple of goats, 

a dozen chicks, two pigs, farming tools, 

seeds and agricultural training and support. 

 New phone system was installed for 

$2,941.00. 

 

ST. PAUL CELEBRATES DECEMBER 

BIRTHDAYS 

 

1 Kinsley Atchison 

2 Bryson Padgett     

3 Paulette Keller     

5 Lynda Harris     

6 Austin King  

7 Ty Allen Martin     

8 Cody Gierisch     

Charlotte Rode 

Reece Evans 

9 Dubby Johnson 

 Bonnie Schmidt 

11 Leola Grote 

12 Sherry Martin 

13 Freddie Kettner 

 Mickey Nail 

15 Jamie Poynor 

16 Zachary Langehennig 

17 Beau Rippy 

 Leighann Hyatt 

 Edith Lange 

19 Matthew Marquart 

21 Jeramy Schuessler 

23 Mike Parrish 

25 JESUS 

26 Carolyn Loeffler 

28 John Preston Parrish 

 

If your birthday or a family member’s birthday is 

not listed or is listed incorrectly, please let Deb 

Probst know @ 325-597-2832 or 

dcprobst@hotmail.com. Thank you for helping us 

with this project.   

 

A VERY IMPORTANT DATE 
 
As we tell family good-bye and clear off the table 
from the Thanksgiving feast, our kids and youth 
have a very important focus.  December 9th is the 
Sunday School Christmas program for our families 
and congregation.  It will be held during the Sunday 
School hour at 9:30 in our Children’s Church 
Auditorium.  Children need to be at Sunday School 
by 9 that day in order to dress for the program.   
 
 On the evening of December 9th, we will come 
back for the Christmas Luminary from 6:30 to 7:30 
at Fort Mason Park.  As you can see, for the next 2 
weeks, we will be “giving of ourselves to others” 
which is the beauty of Christmas.  We are doing a 
lot of group practices during Sunday School so 
good attendance is essential for the children and 
youth to be prepared.  Our 3 year old class will 
open the program with “O Christmas Tree” and 
they will wear green tops and either black or brown 
pants to give them a tree-like appearance.  I will 
take care of headpieces.  Those children appearing 
in this will be Lucy Lehmberg, Elizabeth Schmidt, 
Holland Terrell, Hux Geistweidt, and Adley Martin.   
They will be joined by Nevaeh Martin, Lathan 
Atchison, and Jaden Mun who will dress in the 
same manner.  Please let me know right away if 
you do not have a green top and I will take care of 
it!  I need to have 2 more practices with youth with 
speaking parts, so I will be contacting you!  The last 
week in November, we will practice at my house, 
but I will bring them to the church the first week in 
December.   
 
These kids bring us all so much joy so I thank you 
for getting your kids to me to rehearse.  May the 
Spirit of the Season be a sweet blessing to us all.  
As we wait for the coming of Jesus, I am indeed 
thankful for each and every child and youth and 
their families!   
 

Ann Mahnken 
 

 

 
 

mailto:dcprobst@hotmail.com
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Wishing you the comfort of His love, 
And the presence of His peace. 

 
Merry Christmas  

From the Staff of St. Paul Lutheran 
Church 

 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR OCTOBER 

Congregational Giving: $16,207.60 

Expenditures:  $18,437.24 

 

 
 

STEWARDSHIP DIRECTORY 
FOR December 

 

Lay Reader: Alberta Birk 

Communion Assistants: Kathy Krebs and 

  Lynn Reichenau 

Council Rep. on Duty:  Jimie Ruth Langehennig 

Bell Ringers:  Tommy Starks, Mark Lehmberg   

   and Wayne Carl Hofmann 

Speaker System: Bob Vacek and Mark Lehmberg  

Ushers: Gene Geistweidt, Josh Brooks, 

  Kathy Krebs and Helen Habecker   

Property Person on Duty: Kirby Groves  

Greeters: 

  (12/2) Justin & Ally Yonker   

  (12/9)  Youth   

  (12/16) Carolyn Loeffler & Jenna Jacoby 

  (12/23) Linda Owen & Helen Hahn 

  (12/30) Paulette Keller & Cynthia Bauer 

Altar Guild: 

  Flower Chairman: Sherie Clarkson 

  Parament Chairman: Carolyn Loeffler 

  Communion Chairman: Bonnie Schmidt 

Women’s Bible Study: 

  Morning Bible Study (10:00 A.M.- First Wed. 

of  Month)   Location: Home of Alberta Birk 

 Evening Bible Study will not meet in December  
Memorials: Church Office 347-5582 or  

  Sherie Clarkson 347-5762 

 

We wish to thank those who have so graciously 

contributed their time and talents toward the 

ministry of St. Paul Lutheran Church. 

 
 

CHURCH DIRECTORY 

 

The Rev. Fred Krebs                                               Pastor 

Mrs. Debbie Nebgen                  Church Administrator 

Mrs. Ann Mahnken                 Youth Director 

 

Church Office Hours: 

Monday-Thursday    8:30 A.M. – 4:00 P.M. 

(325)347-5582 (Office)           (325)347-8420 (Fax) 

Email: stpaulmason@gmail.com 

Website: www.stpaulmason.com 

 


