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       September 2018 
 
                                                                             
         The mission of St. Paul Lutheran Church is to hear, share, and proclaim the Word of God.        

 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

 
“For the LORD gives wisdom; from his mouth come 

knowledge and understanding….” 
(Proverbs 2:6) 

 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
Athletic practices and band rehearsals started in August.  
Now the school year is underway.  At school our young 
people’s minds are being filled with facts, thoughts, and 
ideas.   
 
Education is a wonderful process, yet it is also complex.  
Some students enjoy every minute in class while others 
prefer athletics and other extra-curricular activities. 
Some students manage to do extremely well in both 
academic and extra-curricular programs. Most are 
somewhere in the middle. There are those who enjoy 
the overall educational process while a few find it quite 
grueling. Some are artists, some musicians, some 
scientists, some mathematicians, some like to care for 
people, some enjoy working with animals, some like 
planting and harvesting crops, some like to do 
mechanical and practical tasks with their hands while 
others prefer doing research or writing creatively.  One 
of the healthy characteristics about Mason is that in this 
small town our young people are given opportunities to 
participate in many activities and to tie their interests 
together. As they do so, they discover their God-given 
gifts toward constructive occupations and paths in life.  
In many larger school systems, students’ options are 
narrowed at early ages by limited options of activities 
and interests. 
 
We gain much knowledge through the educational 
process, yet knowledge itself is not sufficient for life.  In 
the Bible the word wisdom appears far more often than 
the word knowledge and is emphasized as being much 
more precious.  In fact, when I did an online Bible word 
search, the word knowledge only came up 183 times 
while the word wisdom appeared 350 times!  Along 
with that, consider the fact that the word knowledge 
often appears with the word wisdom while the word 
wisdom more often appears by itself---it seems rather 
clear that God elevates wisdom far above knowledge.   
 
So, what is wisdom exactly?  Some might say it is simply 
common senses. Yet as important as common sense is,  

 
 
 
wisdom is much more than common sense.  Proverbs 
chapter two verse six (see above this letter) tells us that 
wisdom is a gift from the LORD and that wisdom is 
knowledge plus understanding.  You see, we can have 
knowledge of many things, but if that knowledge has no 
meaning for our life and community together in this 
world, then that knowledge is essentially worthless; it is 
nothing more than cold, hard facts which neither touch 
our hearts nor do any good in the world.  If we do not 
use knowledge to better understand each other and 
God’s world as human beings, knowledge has no 
positive value. In fact, prideful puffed-up knowledge 
without care and concern for others can even cause 
much harmful dissonance in the world.  In the words of 
St. Paul, knowledge for the sake of itself and nothing 
more is like “a noisy gong or a clanging symbol.” (First 
Corinthians 13: 1)   
 
Thanks be to God, there is another word.  It is a word 
which expresses a mother’s deepest feelings for her 
child.  It is a word which encompasses care, concern, 
and understanding.  It is the word at the heart of life.  
Ah, yes, that word is LOVE! In many ways that word 
LOVE is the WORD---God’s living word given through 
Christ, that we may grow in love for one another as God 
has loved us!  When that word love is put together with 
knowledge, God then creates the precious gift of 
wisdom!  Our task in the church, the body of Christ on 
earth, whatever our ages, is to combine helpful and 
worthwhile  knowledge plus the love of God through 
Christ Jesus our Lord together so that all may see the 
WISDOM OF GOD in our lives and actions! 
 

 In our Lord’s Grace, Love, and Wisdom, 
 

Pastor Fred Krebs   
 

WE WELCOME NEW 

MEMBERS! 
 

 On Sunday, August 26, we introduced two familiar 
faces to St. Paul congregation as new members of St. 
Paul:  
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 LeEster (Habecker) Burch comes to us by affirmation of 
faith from First United Methodist Church of Lockhart, 
Texas.  Le Ester was originally confirmed by Pastor Lee 
Muehlbrad at Immanuel Lutheran Church of 
Pflugerville, Texas.  
 
Nicholas Gierisch is a son of our St. Paul congregation.  
We welcome him back home by letter of transfer from 
Calvary Lutheran Church, San Angelo, Texas. 

 

 

 

THIRD GRADE BIBLE 

PRESENTATION 

 

Every year St. Paul Lutheran 

Church presents students in the 

Sunday School third grade class 

with a bible.  This special presentation will be made 

on Sunday, September 9th during the worship 

service to Kinsley Atchison and Kylie Sparks. 

 
 

MEXICAN PILE-ON 

LUNCHEON 

 

It’s that time of year again for the 

Mexican Pile-On Luncheon.  

This fundraiser is held each year 

to raise money to send our young people to church 

camp.  This year it will be held on Sunday, October 

7th in the Fellowship Hall following worship.  A 

sign-up sheet will be placed on the table in the 

narthex for food donations the first Sunday in 

September.  It is only through your generosity that 

this event continues to be as successful as it has 

been.  Please take time to donate food and come 

enjoy a wonderful event that helps our youth attend 

camp. 

 

LOOKING FOR PLACES 
 

The Parish Life Committee is planning for another 

Christmas Progressive Dinner the last weekend in 

December. If you are willing to host the group for 

the appetizer, salad, or dessert, please let Alberta 

Birk know. Meal is catered so only a Christmas 

decorated home setting is needed.  Last year's group 

numbered 30.  

  

Alberta Birk, chair Parish Life 

347-6602 or ab02@txstate.edu 
 

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 

 

 LeEster Burch will be received into 

membership on Sunday, August 26th during 

the worship service. 

 Vacation Bible School was a big success 

with an average attendance of 120. 

 Those starting Confirmation in September   

are Cy Nobles, Jack Gillespie, Jackson 

Lehmberg, Ryne Todd and Rance Vierus. 

 Plans for the Fish Fry on August 26th were 

discussed. 

 Mexican Pile-On Luncheon will be held on 

Sunday, October 7th with Parish Life 

Committee in charge. 

 The Church Administrator announced her 

retirement at the end of next year (2019). 

 Council and the Property Committee are 

continuing to work on getting bids for repair 

of the church windows. 

 

VOLUNTEER NEEDED 

 

Annually, the Women of the Church publish the 

Women’s Yearbook.  The yearbook has addresses 

of the women of the church as well as, prayer chain 

information and list of birthdays.  We are in need of 

someone to update this book each year.  The church 

office helps with the printing and dispersing of the 

books and also helps with getting the information 

necessary for updating.  If you are interested in 

volunteering for this endeavor, please contact the 

church office.  Thank you! 

 

ST. PAUL CELEBRATES SEPTEMBER 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

1 Debbie Nebgen 

2 Lori Allen      

 Diane Pence      

5 Levi Hofmann      

 Scott Zesch 

6 Harold Albers 

      Beverly Marek 

7 Minnie Schmidt 

8 Max Hey 

9 Gene Geistweidt 

      Chad Schmidt 

14 Matt Kast 

  Charles Loeffler 

16 Buddy Schuessler 

17 Holly Eckert 

18 Janice Bartlett 

21 Walton Grote 

     Bob Vacek 

22 Daphne Kast 

23 Robert Newton 

24 Bricio Balderas 

29 Jerry Bearden 

 Emily Lumpkins 

 

If your birthday or a family member’s birthday 

is not listed or is listed incorrectly, please let 

Deb Probst know @ 325-597-2832 or 

dcprobst@hotmail.com. Thank you for helping 

us with this project.   

 

FOOD BANK  

St Paul is scheduled to distribute food at the 

Ministerial Alliance Food Bank on September 10, 

11 and 12th from 2:45PM to 5:30PM each day.  If 

you would like to be involved in this service 

ministry for Mason County residents who are in 

need, there will be sign-up sheets in the Narthex and 

rear entrance to the church beginning August 26.  

 If you would like to donate food items you can 

drop them off at the St Paul Fellowship Hall in the 

mailto:ab02@txstate.edu
mailto:dcprobst@hotmail.com
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kitchen cabinet below the telephone.  Please do not 

donate food items that are near or beyond their 

expiration date.  For more information contact Mark 

Lehmberg.   

 

 
SAVE THE DATE – SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 9 

– CHURCH WIDE EVENT – GOD’S WORK. 

OUR HANDS 

From ELCA Website:  “God’s Work. Our Hands 

Sunday (September 9) is an opportunity to celebrate 

who we are as the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America (ELCA) – one church, freed in Christ to 

serve and love our neighbor.  You work every day 

to make your community a better place.  Let’s do 

this work together! Visit ELCA.org/dayofservice 

….”.   

 

In support and recognition of this dedicated day of 

church wide service, the evangelism committee is 

formulating plans to celebrate St. Paul Lutheran’s 

Thrift Shop ministry within our community.  Credit 

for the vision for this ministry began with the 

women of St. Paul and the Social Service 

Committee comprised of both men and women.  

They recognized the need to help our neighbors and 

the vacant Sunday School/Kindergarten building, 

now known as the Thrift Shop, provided the perfect 

place for this outreach ministry.   This ministry 

began in 1982 during Pastor Anderson’s ministry at 

St. Paul. 

 

The following is what you need to know about our 

Thrift Shop ministry at St. Paul: 

1. The primary stewards/servants/staffers on 

any given Saturday are Helen Habecker, 

Gretchen Qualls and Ann Taylor.  

2. The thrift shop is mostly stocked with 

donated clothing, shoes and boots.   

3. The clothes are typically dropped off at the 

drop box next to the Thrift Shop building.   

Normally, it takes an entire day to sort 

through the vast amount of donated items to 

determine which ones are best suited for 

distribution at the Thrift Shop.  Excess 

clothing is delivered to Medina Homes 

and/or Goodwill in Fredericksburg. 

4. Hours of operation are from 9AM to 11AM 

on Saturday mornings. 

5. Used clothing typically priced at 50 cents 

with some new items at $1 to $2 for 

shoes/purses.  

6. Funds generated are deposited in a 

designated account “Benevolent Funds” at 

St. Paul to assist in requests for emergency 

help.  Excess funds in the account are passed 

on to the Ministerial Alliance benevolence 

fund.  

7. Typical purchasers are Hispanic adults and 

children. 

8. This ministry provides an opportunity to 

provide decent clothing at an affordable 

price to our neighbors within our 

community, to make connection with them 

on a personal basis and to generate revenue 

that can used to help others through our 

designated benevolent fund.   

 

HOW CAN YOU BE PART OF THIS 

MINISTRY?  Volunteer for 2 hours to help staff on 

Saturdays.  Volunteer to deliver excess clothing to 

Goodwill and/or Medina Homes at their drop off 

points in Fredericksburg.  Sort through your closet 

for good clean and/or new clothing that you do not 

wear or will not wear anymore and donate to the 

Thrift Shop.  And PRAY for this ministry that 

reaches a segment of our community that really 

needs our help.  And always GIVE THANKS to 

GOD!  

Mark Lehmberg 

  

VIA DE CRISTO - THE WAY OF CHRIST 

WEEKEND 

 

Lutherans have a version of "Walk to Emmaus" 

(Methodist retreat).  This is an intensive 

week-end spiritual retreat at Camp Chrysalis, 

Kerrville, October 18-21st (Thursday night 

through Sunday afternoon, 72 hours).  Theme of 

this #98 Via de Cristo (The Way of Christ)  week-

end is based on Philippians 4:13, "I can do all things 

through Him who strengthens me." 

 

A team of four dozen folks is training to meet the 

needs of about two dozen folks who are 

Lutherans, also Methodist and Baptist 

Christians.  The four spiritual directors, or pastors, 

are from the Hill County, Fredericksburg, Marble 

Falls, and Mason.   Christians who desire to 

know more of our Lord, or a spiritual up-lift,  are 

encouraged to attend.  We will provide you a 

sponsor and other information.  Please see Charles 

Eckert for details.  210-882-2409, or home 325-

347-6225. 

 

Couples and singles, or one member of a household 

are invited. 

 

H. Charles Eckert 

 

QUILTERS WILL HOLD SILENT AUCTION 
 

The Quilters created several handmade items to 

participate in the Fall Festival in Fredericksburg.  

That idea fell through when it was discovered the 

booths rented for $60.  Their loss, your gain.  You 

will have a chance to own decorative pillows, 

denim bowls, hot pads and more in a just-for-fun 

silent auction in conjunction with the Pile-On 
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Dinner in October.  Additionally, there will be a 

CASA style throw quilt presented in an open 

auction.  See you there! 

 

LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE! 

 

August 19, 2018 will remain in my 

thoughts as a time of 

TREMENDOUS blessing!  I love 

seeing all of our teachers and 

students come up to the altar and 

receive a blessing before they go out and encounter 

a new year of learning and growing!    On this day, I 

was so blessed by our very dear quilting ladies 

gifting me with a lovely creation to remember all 

those VBS curriculums that we worked so hard to 

spread the “Good News” to our kids, other churches 

kids, and most importantly to unchurched kids.  As 

I treasure this quilt, I pause in humble thanksgiving 

for the time God has allowed me to teach His 

children in whatever setting we find ourselves.  And 

then there was precious Lucy Lehmberg, receiving 

the gift of a beginning Sunday School flashlight to 

remind all of us of the importance of spreading 

light!  And spread light she did as she wanted her 

Daddy waiting in the back of the church to see her 

light.  Each time I enter St. Paul, I look at the 

eternal flame and I thank God for my time with 

Lilly Gamel.  You see, each one, a three year old 

like Lucy or a young lady like Lilly Joy Gamel, has 

been created by Our Heavenly Father to SHINE!  I 

invite you, as we start a new year in Sunday School 

to remember the wonderful scripture found in 

Matthew 5:16: “….let your light shine before 

others, that they may see your good works and 

glorify your Father in heaven.”  Living this 

scripture, whatever age we are, would be a world 

changing message! 

 

We begin a new year in Sunday School with 

tremendous blessings:  A new 3 year old class 

begins on September 2nd taught by Sheri Jordan;  

Kim Hengst and I will alternate in teaching 2 

groups:  Pre-K and Kinder and Grades 1 and 2 with 

one teacher and Grades 3-6 with the other teacher;  

Garret Allen will teach the Bible portion of 

Confirmation.  This consists of between 35 and 40 

kids in our downstairs Sunday School.  Our 8th 

grade and high school students will meet in the 

Youth Room in the Office Building with Mary 

Schmidt, Bonnie Schmidt, and Katherine Groves as 

teachers.  One of the best ways  to let your light 

shine is by knowing His word  and Sunday School 

attendance is a wonderful way to grow in 

knowledge of scripture!  Another way to be a light 

giver is to show our thankfulness to God through 

regular church worship and connection and 

fellowship to the Body of Christ.  I pray that we will 

all realize that regular worship is pleasing to God 

and be present as much as we can.  Each member of 

St. Paul, whatever our age and whatever the gifts 

we share is important in building up the Body of 

Christ!  In closing, remember what the 12 year old 

Jesus said when Mary and Joseph, frantic because 

they had lost Him, found their blessed son in the 

temple!  Mary said to Him, “Son, why have you 

treated us like this?  Your father and I have been 

anxiously searching for you.”  Jesus’ answer was:  

“Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s 

house?”  In September, 2018, as we begin a new 

church year, I hope we will feel the need to be 

present to learn and grow.  If we do, our lights will 

shine and give God the glory!  I look forward to this 

life-changing growth with my church family! 

 

  In Christ’s love, Ann Mahnken 

 
FINANCIAL REPORT FOR JULY 
Congregational Giving: $23,267.59  

Expenditures:  $19,198.61 

 

STEWARDSHIP DIRECTORY 
FOR September 

 
Lay Reader: Merlina Gamel 

Communion Assistants: Tommy Starks &  

  Hunter Wenzel 

Council Rep. on Duty: Chad Schmidt  

Bell Ringers:  Tommy Starks, Mark Lehmberg,  

   and Wayne Carl Hofmann 

Speaker System:  Bob Vacek and Mark Lehmberg,  

Ushers:  Chad Schmidt, John Gillespie, 

  Cynthia Bauer and Nancy Brown 

Property Person on Duty: Mark Lehmberg 

Acolytes: 

  (9/2) Brooke Stockbridge 

  (9/9) Cason Jacoby 

  (9/16) Two new Confirmation students 

  (to be named) 

  (9/23) One new Confirmation student 

  (to be named)  

  (9/30) To be named 

Greeters: 
  (9/2) Gayland & Mary Thorn  

  (9/9) Youth 

  (9/16)  Hunter & Koda Geistweidt 

  (9/23) Helen Habecker & Stephanie Sparks 

  (9/31) Jimie Ruth Langehennig & Mike Goff 

Altar Guild: 

 Flower Chairman:  Sherie Clarkson 

 Parament Chairman:  Carolyn Loeffler 

 Communion Chairman:  Bonnie Schmidt 

Women’s Bible Study: 

  Morning Bible Study (10:00 A.M.)  

 (First Wed. of Month)    

     Bible Study Leader: Alberta Birk  

     Hostess:  Linda Owen 

 Evening Bible Study (5 PM – Third Tues. of  

  Month) in the Office Building 

Memorials: Church Office 347-5582 or  

  Sherie Clarkson 347-5762 

 

 

CHURCH DIRECTORY 

 

Rev. Fred Krebs                                                  Pastor  

Mrs. Debbie Nebgen             Church Administrator 

Mrs. Ann Mahnken       Youth Coordinator 

 

Church Office Hours: 

Mon.-Thurs.    8:30 A.M. – 4:00 P.M. 

(325)347-5582 (Office)           (325)347-8420 (Fax) 

Email: stpaulmason@gmail.com   

Website: www.stpaulmason.com 

mailto:stpaulmason@gmail.com

