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         The mission of St. Paul Lutheran Church is to hear, share, and proclaim the Word of God.        

 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK: 
 

“The flowers appear on the earth; the time of 

singing has come….”  

Song of Solomon 2: 12 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 

Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed!   

By the time you receive this newsletter, we will be 

proclaiming those hopeful and lifegiving words 

together in worship.  Easter is here!  In the midst of 

life’s challenges our hearts are lifted each day by 

our Lord’s resurrection victory of new life and 

renewal.   

 

Outside our parsonage windows Kathy and I have 

hung two sets of wind chimes.  Recently I heard 

them chiming and ringing brightly and melodically 

in the gentle winds whistling through the backyard 

garden area.  The melody which they seemed to be 

playing to my ears was of a hymn I have always 

treasured: 

 

This is my Father’s world, and to my listening ears, 

All nature sings, and ‘round me rings, the music of 

the spheres. 

This is my Father’s world; I rest me in the thought 

 Of rocks and trees, of skies and seas;  

His hand the wonders wrought. 

 

Those wind chimes seemed to be playing a beautiful 

symphony just for me as my musical imagination 

heard them on that day.  Birds were singing, flowers 

were blooming, sun was shining, and grass was 

greening!  All seemed to be well in the world to me 

as spring was bursting out all over! 

 

However the day didn’t get too far along before I 

heard shocking news from our peace-loving Texas 

capital city of Austin -- bombs being mailed in 

packages and exploding and killing two people and 

injuring others.  Then in the following days we 

received news of yet another school shooting in 

Maryland within weeks of the extremely tragic 

school shooting in Parkland, Florida, and also more 

news of more package bombs in Schertz and in 

Austin.  My heart was so saddened.  When we add  

 

 

 

these senseless tragedies to family abuse, substance 

abuse, wars, injustice, and hatred in this world, we 

may be tempted to fall into despair and 

hopelessness.   

 

The surprise of Jesus’ resurrection however assures 

us that God will have the final victory in the end!  

Death could not hold Jesus captive.  He reached out 

his arms in love for the world on that treacherous 

instrument of death, the cross.  His followers 

thought that all was lost.  They had no idea what to 

do next, other than to pray---not a bad idea, 

especially when we’re at our wits’ end, huh?  But a 

story is never over till it’s over—the resurrection 

surprised them!  There was more!  There was life!  

New life!  And there still is for us as Christ’s people 

of faith! 

 

We do not know yet all that God may have in store 

for us.  Each day is a new door, a new possibility, a 

new opportunity to love and serve by faith in God 

as Jesus did—and as he calls us to do! 

The last verse of that hymn which my wind chimes 

rang out that day to my musical imagination’s heart 

reminds us of Christ’s resurrection hope and 

ultimate victory for living: 

 

This is my Father’s world; oh, let me not forget 

that, 

Though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the 

ruler yet. 

This is my Father’s world; why should my heart be 

sad? 

The Lord is King, let heaven ring, 

God reigns, let earth be glad! 

 

May the Lord be our ruler!  Let us start each and 

every day anew in Jesus!   His resurrection is indeed 

our victory proclamation of faith:  Christ is risen!  

Christ is risen indeed! 

 

In God’s Grace and love, 

Pastor Fred Krebs 
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SYNOD ASSEMBLY  

 

Seeds of Hope: Beyond All Imagination is the 

theme of the 2018 Southwestern Texas Synod  

Assembly which will be held at the Embassy Suites 

Conference Center, San Marcos, May 5-6.  Helen 

Habecker and Carolyn Loeffler and Pastor Fred will 

be our voting members. This year a new bishop will 

be elected along with other important leaders in our 

synod. 

 

The synod offering this year will go to the ELCA 

Fund for Leaders Program.  Also a special offering 

will be received for the Tiemann Endowment Fund 

for Leadership.  To honor Bishop Ray Tiemann’s 

retirement this fund is being established to support 

the development of lay leaders, pastors and deacons 

serving under call. 

 

Due to the fact that there will be two offerings 

received at synod assembly, the council voted to 

send $500 from the General Fund for the 2018 

synod offering, and take up a free-will offering for 

the Tiemann Endowment Fund during the month of 

April.  Baskets will be located at each of the church 

exits or you may place your gift in an envelope 

marked Tiemann Endowment Fund and place it in 

the offering plate. 

 

ST. PAUL CELEBRATES APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

 

3 Richard Lindley 

4 Harvey Zesch 

6 John Aycock 

9 Martha Vacek 

 Lisa Calhoun 

10 Karol Evans 

11 Cindy Jones 

12 Jordan Donop 

 Haylie Schmidt 

13 Colin Hyatt 

14 Ernest Gierisch 

16 Joan Williams 

 Melissa Stockbridge 

17 James Vacek 

20 Julia Gillespie 

23 Kylie Sparks 

24 Gina Baker 

25 Tana Hofmann 

30 Opal Rode 

 Nathaniel Nail 

 

If your birthday or a family member’s birthday is 

not listed or is listed incorrectly, please let Deb 

Probst know @ 325-597-2832 or 

dcprobst@hotmail.com. Thank you for helping us 

with this project.   

 

 

 
 

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 

 

 LCRA fish fry trailer has been reserved for 

Sunday, August 26th for the Fish Fry 

Fundraiser. 

 Voting members to the synod assembly will 

be Helen Habecker, Carolyn Loeffler and 

Pastor Fred. 

 2018 Synod Offering will go to the ELCA 

Fund for Leaders.  It was decided to donate 

$500 to the synod offering. 

 Due to the retirement of Bishop Ray 

Tiemann an endowment fund for leadership 

is being created.  Council approved taking 

up a free-will offering during the month of 

April to benefit this fund. 

 Elm tree outside the parsonage yard was 

removed.  Cost of removal was donated by 

Richard and Joan Lindley. Their donation 

was deeply appreciated. 

 Repair and painting of the church sanctuary 

has been completed. 

 A congregational workday was set for 

Saturday, April 14 beginning at 8:00 a.m. 

 Parish Life Committee will host the 

Graduate Breakfast in May. 

 Worship & Music is seeking hymn 

suggestions for the supplemental hymnal. 

 New St. Paul Lutheran website will soon be 

up and running. 

 

 

EASTER EGG HUNT 

 

Children, Pre-k through 4th grade, are 

invited to participate in an Easter Egg 

Hunt during the Sunday School hour 

(beginning at 9:30 a.m.) Easter Sunday morning, 

April 1st.  Participants are asked to bring six plastic 

candy-filled eggs and their Easter basket.   

 

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP 

FUNDRAISERS 

 

The High School Youth Group will be taking orders 

for casseroles to help fund their trip to the ELCA 

Youth Gathering.  You may place orders for King 

Ranch Chicken, Poppy Seed Chicken, Chicken 

Spaghetti, Lasagna or Beef Enchilda in either large 

(9x13) or small (8x8) sizes.  Large casseroles are 

$25 and small are $15.  Orders will be taken 

through May.  To order you may contact one of the 

mailto:dcprobst@hotmail.com
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members of the youth group: Alana, Briana, 

Brooke, Jenna, Madi, Jimmy or Tristan, or you can 

call Kim Hengst at 347-2050 or Karol Evans at 347-

4707. 

 

The High School Youth Group will also have a 

chopped BBQ sandwich fundraiser on the square on 

Sunday, April 8th beginning at 12 noon.  Please take 

time to support our youth group as they work 

toward attending the youth gathering.  

 

SUPPLEMENTAL HYMNALS 

 

The Church Council has approved binding the 

Supplemental Hymnal. If you would like to suggest 

any additional hymns to be included, please contact 

Dreu Bearden at 347-5110 by May 1. 

 

 

 
 

SAVE THE DATE 

 

As we go into the very busy season of spring, I am 

so very appreciative for the Lenten participation of 

our children and youth at St. Paul.  The acolytes, 

those doing the Family Lenten Proclamations, and 

those participating in the Lenten dance brought both 

joy and remembrance to the theme “What a Friend 

We Have in Jesus”.  As we leave behind the days of 

Lent, our friendship with Jesus goes with us and it 

is my prayer that this relationship will continue to 

grow as we walk with Jesus and that our prayer 

lives, our sense of peace, and our strength to bear 

our burdens grows.  Jesus promised to never leave 

us and it is my prayer that we never leave Him!  

Each church season brings opportunities to grow 

closer to this special friend!  I have set the date and 

chosen the curriculum for the joint Vacation Bible 

School between the Methodist and Lutheran 

churches.  Our curriculum is titled:  Splash Canyon:  

God’s Promise on Life’s Wild Ride.  We know that 

life is full of thrills and spills and we may not know 

what’s around the bend, but God does!  Kids will 

discover what we focused on at Lent:  through all of 

life’s adventures, both good and bad, Jesus is by our 

side!  God saves us through Jesus and gives us life 

and hope each day and forever.   

 

Coach Kade Burns worked closely with me to make 

sure that football camps will not conflict with VBS 

and I owe him a debt of gratitude!  So, as we 

progress through spring, look to summer and save 

the dates of July 30-Aug 2nd for a VBS blessing!  

May God bless you this Easter season as we live life 

with our friend, Jesus! 

 

Ann Mahnken 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR FEBRUARY 

Congregational Giving: $13,297.83 

Expenditures:  $24,704.67 

 

STEWARDSHIP DIRECTORY 
FOR April 

 

Lay Reader:  Kathy Krebs 

Communion Assistants: Tommy Starks & 

 Harold Albers 

Council Rep. on Duty: Jerry Bearden  

Bell Ringers:  Tommy Starks, Mark Lehmberg and 

Wayne Carl Hofmann 

Speaker System:  Bob Vacek and Mark Lehmberg,  

Ushers:  Jerry Bearden, Del Roy Reichenau 

  Walt Reichenau & Mark Lehmberg 

Property Person on Duty: Gene Geistweidt  

Greeters: 

  (4/1) Carolyn Loeffler & Cynthia Bauer   

  (4/8) Youth  

  (4/15)   Teddy Ray & Linda Doyal 

  (4/22) Gretchen Qualls & Helen Habecker 

  (4/29) Matt & Sherry Schmidt 

Acolytes: 

  (4/1) Jenna Evans & Madi Carter 

Altar Guild: 

  Flower Chairman:  Nancy Brown 

  Parament Chairman:  June Durst 

  Communion Chairman:  Sherry Schmidt 

Women’s Bible Study:   
Morning Bible Study- (First Wed. of the month at  

    10:00 AM in the Church Library) 

    Leader: Sheri Jordan 

    Hostess: Lynda Harris 

 Evening Bible Study (5 PM – Third Tues. of 

Month)  

Memorials: Church Office 347-5582 or  

  Sherie Clarkson 347-5762 

 

We wish to thank those who have so graciously 

contributed their time and talents toward the 

ministry of St. Paul Lutheran Church. 

 

 

CHURCH DIRECTORY 

 

Rev. Fred Krebs                                              Pastor  

Mrs. Debbie Nebgen             Church Administrator 

Mrs. Ann Mahnken       Youth Coordinator 

 

Church Office Hours: 

Mon.-Thurs.    8:30 A.M. – 4:00 P.M. 

(325)347-5582 (Office)           (325)347-8420 (Fax) 

Email: stpaulmason@gmail.com   

Website: www.stpaulmason.com 
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