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         The mission of St. Paul Lutheran Church is to hear, share, and proclaim the Word of God.        

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK:

“No one has greater love than this, to lay
down one’s life for one’s friends.”

(John 15:13)

Dear Friends in Christ, 

Jesus laid down his life for the world.  He gave 
his life that we may know the complete and full
love of God!  Lent is a special time to focus on 
Jesus’ sacrificial love.  In our English language,
the word Lent came to us  from an Old English 
word:  Lencten.   This word is very close to the 
modern English word lengthen.  Lencten was 
actually the Old English word for “springtime” 
and signified the lengthening of days from 
winter to spring.  (Languages of the world have 
derived their own words for Lent in various 
ways -- in Spanish, for instance, the word for 
Lent is Cuaresma, which signifies 40 days.) 

The season of Lent can be traced back to early 
years in Christian church history.  Church 
father Irenaus of Lyons, Greece, who lived 
between the years 130 and 200 AD, wrote 
about Lent, although Lent probably only lasted 
two or three days at that time.  In the year 325 
AD, the Council of Nicea discussed a 40 day 

period of Lenten discipline, which may have 
been particularly focused toward new 
Christians preparing for holy baptism.  Soon 
after 385 AD, the whole church began the 
practice of 40 days of Lenten discipline of 
prayer and fasting.  In the western church, 
Christians often ate only one complete meal a 
day on weekdays (Monday through Saturday), 
and these meals were not to include red meat or
dairy products.  On Sundays, more food could 
be eaten and could include animal products, as 
Sundays have always been celebrated as “little 
Easters” and not counted into the 40 days of 
Lent.  

By the year 800 or so, a gradual relaxing of 
Lenten fasting began.  In our current era, Lent 
is mainly a period of more regular prayer and 
worship (hence our midweek Wednesday 
services of Lent).  Many Christians still practice
a modified form of fasting.  The 40 days of 
Lent can be a meaningful time of renewal of 
both spiritual and physical health.  We 

can receive God’s strength by spending more 
time in  prayer, asking daily for the Lord’s help 
to live more healthy lives dedicated to loving 
and serving both God and neighbor.  Prayer 
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discipline and moderate forms of healthy 
fasting can truly help open our hearts and minds
toward spiritual growth by the power of God’s 
Holy Spirit!  

Lent is a great time to allow our Lord more 
time and space in our busy lives.  At St. Paul, it 
can also be a great time for us to focus on our 
mission in Christ together:   The mission of St. 
Paul Lutheran Church is to hear, share, and 
proclaim the Word of God.  Lent is a great time
for us to come together in deeper spiritual 
fellowship as we share in Lenten suppers at 6 
pm on Wednesdays and then spend a few 
moments in worship “to hear, share, and 
proclaim the Word of God” at 7 pm.  Lent is 
also a great time to invite friends and family to 
join us in this spiritual fellowship.  

Here is our continuing 2018 Friendship in Our
Lord  Lenten midweek schedule and weekly 
themes:

Wednesday, March 7:                 “Trials & 
Temptations?”
Wednesday, March 14:              “Alone in 
Sorrow?”
Wednesday, March 21:             “Weak & Heavy
Laden?”
Palm Sunday, March 25:           “Courageously 
Caring King!” 
Maundy Thursday, March 29:  “Forsaken by 
Friends?”    
Good Friday, March 30              “Savior’s 
Arms Outstretched”
Easter Sunday, April 1:              “Living Friend
Forever!”

Please invite friends and family.  These suppers
at 6 pm and services at 7 pm will deepen our 
Lenten fellowship and will help us all grow 
spiritually and as friends in Christ!

In God’s Grace,

Pastor Fred Krebs
CONGREGATION COUNCIL RETREAT

The Congregation Council has scheduled its 
annual retreat for Sunday, March 4th from 2:00 
to 4:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  Council 
members are asked to bring an appetizer, dip or 
chips of their choice. The objective of this 
retreat is to set ministry goals for the coming 
year.

JOURNEYING WITH JESUS

When I think of the word journey, I think of a 
trip that is fairly lengthy and filled with 
challenges.  I think that is how Jesus must have 
felt when the crowd that had praised Him began
to turn on Him and He knew that the cross was 
on the horizon of His work and ministry.  In 
Sunday School, we have been studying the time
between Jesus’ birth and His entrance into 
Jerusalem for Holy Week.  Last month in 
Children’s Church, we explored the importance
of the words JOY, PEACE, HOPE, and LOVE. 
We found out that all these words are connected
to Jesus and have meaning in our lives.  We 
have also learned that Jesus spent His adult 
years teaching, preaching, and healing.  Last 
Sunday, our movie theater was filled with 22 
wonderful children as we watched “The 
Miracles of Jesus”.  Jesus tells us that ALL 
THINGS are possible for those who believe.  In
February Children’s Church, we met the 12 
men that Jesus picked to help him.  We, too, are
disciples….followers of Jesus….whatever age 
we may be.

As followers of Jesus, we are going on an 
amazing journey for the rest of February and 
the month of March….one that will seem to be 
finished on the cross of Calvary, but because 
we BELIEVE, we end up on Easter morning at 
the empty tomb filled with joy and hope, and 
able to live lives filled with peace.  Of the 4 
words (joy, peace, hope, and love), the greatest 
of these is love.  Come to Sunday School to 
study and learn; then go to church to worship 
and praise; and finally add on Wednesday 
nights to eat together and worship around the 
inspiring theme “What a Friend We Have in 
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Jesus”.  Each Wednesday night, Sunday School
kids will have a part.  Jesus has turned our lives
around.  Let’s be present to get closer to Him!  
In the theme of friendship, bring people that are
not our regular worshippers with you!  Doing 
these things, increases our faith and gives us 
character-building virtues such as love, mercy, 
and service.  Come with St. Paul on the 
journey; invite others to join us, and have a new
realization of the power of Jesus’ friendship 
and love.

In Christ’s Love, Ann Mahnken

EASTER LILIES

The Altar Guild will decorate the
church sanctuary again this year 
using Easter lilies.  Order 
envelopes will be inserted in the 

Sunday bulletins on March 4th and 11th.  Please 
fill out the information on the envelope, place 
your payment inside and drop it in the marked 
box in the narthex.  Cost per plant is $8.50. 
Deadline for orders will be Wednesday, March 
14th.

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS

 Delegates to the Southwestern Texas 
Synod Assembly will be Helen 
Habecker and Carolyn Loeffler.  The 
assembly will be held in San Marcos 
May 4-6.  Pastor Krebs will be attending
also.

 Council Retreat to be held on Sunday, 
March 4, from 2-4 p.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall

 Designated Council Officers and 
Church Administrator to sign checks

 Lenten offering to be designated to 
Peace Lutheran Church, Woodsboro, 
TX to help with costs to repair property 
from the devastation of Hurricane 
Harvey

 Received recommendation from 
Worship & Music Committee to have 
regular communion (kneeling) on the 
first Sunday of each month and 
continuous communion on the third 
Sunday of the month with flexibility in 
accordance with particular needs on a 
given Sunday.

 Security Meeting for church leaders, 
city and county leaders on Tuesday, 
March 13th in the District Courtroom

 Presentation was made to the council on
the new church website that is being 
designed.  More information will be 
coming.

MARCH LENTEN SUPPER SCHEDULE - 
FELLOWSHIP HALL AT 6:00 PM

Mar. 7 Hosts: Parish Life & 
Stewardship   Committees
Mar. 14 Host: Property Committee
Mar. 21 Hosts: Parish Education &

Children’s Church Committees

LENTEN LUNCHEON SCHEDULE FOR 
MARCH

Lenten Luncheons sponsored by the Mason 
County Ministerial Alliance will be held at 12 
noon.  Check the schedule below for locations 
and hosts.

Mar. 7 Host: St. Paul Lutheran Church
Location: St. Paul Lutheran 

Church

Mar. 14 Host: First U. Methodist Church
Location: First U. Methodist 

Church  

Mar. 21 Host:  St. Martin’s Episcopal 
Church

Location: St. Joseph Catholic 
Church
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ST. PAUL CELEBRATES MARCH 
BIRTHDAYS

2 Yuna Mun

6 Alett Rosberg

8 Jessie Gierisch

13 Helen Hahn
Chris Marquart

14 Jill Cochran
Caleb Reichenau

15 Alberta Birk
Hunter Geistweidt

16 Millie McKay Marquart

17 Chelsea Hey
Wesley Nebgen

19 Jeff Schmidt

20 Hux Geistweidt

23 Katie Wallace

26 Deb Probst

27 Hunter Wenzel

28 Linda Owen

31 Adley Ann Martin

If your birthday or a family member’s birthday 
is not listed or is listed incorrectly, please let 
Deb Probst know @ 325-597-2832 or 
dcprobst@hotmail.com. Thank you for helping 
us with this project.  

ELCA WOMEN’S BANNER

A quilted Women’s ELCA Banner was found 
recently and now is displayed over the piano in 
the Fellowship Hall for the next six months.  

Does anyone remember who made the banner 
and when it was made?  We would like to 
display this information with the banner.

Parish History, Sara Banta

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR JANUARY

Congregational Giving: $14,820.10
Expenditures:  $21,796.77

STEWARDSHIP DIRECTORY
FOR March

Lay Reader:  Shelby Lehmberg
Communion Assistants: Jeff Owen &
 Mark Lehmberg
Council Rep. on Duty: Helen Habecker
Bell Ringers:  Tommy Starks Mark 
Lehmberg and Wayne Carl Hofmann
Speaker System:  Bob Vacek and Mark 
Lehmberg, 
Ushers: Kirby Groves, Garrett Allen,
  Frank King & Hunter Wenzel
Property Person on Duty: Glenn Ruthven
Greeters:
  (3/4) Tommy & June Durst
  (3/11) Youth
  (3/18) Ron & Alberta Birk
  (3/25)  Jerry Bearden & Sherie 
Clarkson
Acolytes
  (3/4) Avery Brooks, Brooke 
Stockbridge
  (3/7) Lent Jenna Evans, Cason Jacoby
  (3/11) Jenna Evans
  (3/14) Lent Cason Jacoby, Jenna Evans
  (3/18) Cason Jacoby
  (3/21) Lent Cason Jacoby, Jenna Evans
  (3/25) acolytes needed
  (3/29) Maunday Thurs.  Cason Jacoby, Jenna 
Evans
  (3/30) Good Friday  Brooke Stockbridge
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Altar Guild:
  Flower Chairman:  Sherie Clarkson
  Parament Chairman:  Carolyn Loeffler
  Communion Chairman:  Bonnie Schmidt
Women’s Bible Study:  
Morning Bible Study- (First Wed. of the 
month at 
    10:00 AM has been cancelled in March)
Evening Bible Study (5 PM – Third Tues. of 
Month) 
Memorials: Church Office 347-5582 or 
  Sherie Clarkson 347-5762

We wish to thank those who have so 
graciously contributed their time and talents 
toward the ministry of St. Paul Lutheran 
Church.

CHURCH DIRECTORY

Rev. Fred Krebs                                                             
Pastor 
Mrs. Debbie Nebgen                    Church 
Administrator
Mrs. Ann Mahnken          Youth 
Coordinator

Church Office Hours:
Mon.-Thurs.    8:30 A.M. – 4:00 P.M.
(325)347-5582 (Office)           (325)347-8420 (Fax)
Email: stpaulmason@gmail.com  
Website: www.stpaulmason.com
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