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         The mission of St. Paul Lutheran Church is to hear, share, and proclaim the Word of God.        

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

“…This one thing I do; forgetting what lies
behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I

press on toward the goal for the prize of the
heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.”  

Dear Friends in Christ,  

The old year comes to an end.  The new year 
begins.  Strains of the old Scottish sentimental song
Auld Lang Syne are heard and sung at Times 
Square in New York City and around the world 
on New Year’s Eve.  “Auld” is the old Scottish 
word for “old” – so Auld Lang Syne basically 
means Old Days Song.  It refers to the bittersweet 
feelings and the questions we have in leaving the 
good times of years gone by behind us.   Do we 
want to leave everything behind?  What about good 
friendships especially?

Should auld acquaintance be forgot and never
brought to mind?

Should auld acquaintance be forgot and days of
auld lang syne?

For auld lang syne, my dear, for auld lang syne,
We’ll take a cup of kindness yet, for auld lang

syne!

The song says, “Let’s hold onto the enriching 
experiences and good memories and especially to 

earnest and growing friendships.  Let’s not let go of 
those things.  We cannot, indeed we must not, 
forget them!

What about our growing friendship with Jesus?  He 
promises to be with us always.  We just celebrated 
his birth – and he is Immanuel, which means “God 
is with us.”  Now, in this new year, we are called to 
grow by faith in his eternal, never-ending love! 

There are things we should leave behind from the 
old year – negative thoughts and doubts which 
diminish our faith; bitter grudges which make our 
hearts ache and deplete us of hope; and habits and 
patterns of life which detour us from loving others 
as our Lord loves each of us. 

There are also things we should carry with us into 
this new year – past experiences which will propel 
us forward in faith; memories of God’s forgiveness 
and grace-filled renewal which will provide us with 
hope; and the sharing of love and friendships which 
will 

empower us to even greater acts of love in the new 
year by the power of God’s Holy Spirit! 

Let us not forget our “auld” and true friends and all
helpful memories.  And let’s especially cling close 
to our Lord and special friend, who promises to be 
with us and to guide us in the new year and always!
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In God’s Grace,

Pastor Fred Krebs
ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

Our Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on
Sunday, January 28, 2018.  After worship on that 
day, we will enjoy a covered dish luncheon in the 
Fellowship Hall.  Congregation Council will set up 
for the meal.  Following the luncheon, we will 
return to the Sanctuary for the Annual Meeting.  

Among the business items we will deal with at the 
Annual Meeting are the following:

 Approval of the 2018 Ministry Plan   
 Election of individuals to serve on the 

Church Council from the following 
nominees:  Harold Albers, Colinn Evans, 
Chad Schmidt, Sharon Swaffford and Justin
Yonker

 Election of the Synod Assembly delegates 
and the Nominating Committee for 2018

Outgoing council members are Matt Schmidt, 
Janette Tomlinson and Bob Vacek.

BOUNTIFUL BLESSINGS

As we celebrate Our Lord’s birth and say good-bye 
to 2017, I pause at the manger overwhelmed at the 
amazing blessings we have as a church family.  
Sundays have been so important to me all of my 
life, but what a time of joy as we learn together, 
worship together, and grow in the knowledge of Our
Lord and Savior.  I want each child, youth, and 
parent to know what treasures you are to me and 
how I cherish the time spent with you!  I pray each 
of you will experience the power and majesty of 
Jesus’ birth and enter the New Year with a hunger 
to learn, grow, and serve! Thank you for bringing 
your children to us, for coming with them, and for 
supporting me in so many ways! 
 
Beginning the 3rd Sunday in December, we begin a 
study until Lent of customs, traditions, and legends 
and their spiritual meaning.  We will study the 
Christmas tree, poinsettia, St. Nicholas, the candy 
cane and other parts of our life at this time of year.  
And, before we know it, the seasons of Epiphany 
and Lent will be upon us. 

 
May the Lord bless and keep you and yours and 
may this season be one of adoring the Christ Child 
and preparing room for Him in our hearts each day 
and each season!

Christmas Blessings to our church family,
Love, Ann Mahnken

ST. PAUL CELEBRATES JANUARY 
BIRTHDAYS

1 Mary Schmidt

2 Caleb Hyatt
Avery Brooks

4 Lynn Reichenau
5 Jenna Evans

6 Elaine Eckert
Caycen Potter

7 Rowdy Ake
Ethel Willmann
Joan Lindley

9 Casey Callahan
Gene Zesch
Kassi Reichenau

11 Jamie Smedley
Raegan Stockbridge

12 Sherry Schmidt
13 Joel Gonzales

18 Gary Johnson
Steve Schmidt

19 Lisa Goehmann

20 Jodie Evans
Morgan Russell

22 Billy Wayne Koock
Allyson Yonker

23 Remington Watson
Colinn Evans

25 Karl Willmann
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KC Mun

29 Jimroy Atchison

30 Johanna Hofmann

31 Sherie Clarkson
Wayne Carl Hofmann

If your birthday or a family member’s birthday is 
not listed or is listed incorrectly, please let Deb 
Probst know @ 325-597-2832 or 
dcprobst@hotmail.com. Thank you for helping us 
with this project.  

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
 Sherie Clarkson approved to serve on Audit

Committee with Kirby Groves and Bonnie 
Schmidt.

 Approved Report of the Nominating 
Committee.  Nominees for 2018 Council 
are Harold Albers, Colinn Evans, Chad 
Schmidt, Sharon Swafford and Justin 
Yonker.

 Date for Annual Congregational Meeting 
set for Sunday, January 28th following a 
covered dish luncheon at 12 noon.

 Council approved the 2018 Ministry Plan of
$247,544.

 Annual Reports are due in the Church 
Office by January 2, 2018.  This includes 
all committees and organizations of St. Paul
Lutheran.

OFFICIAL ACTS:
Funerals:  12/9/17 Eulene Johnson
   
FINANCIAL REPORT FOR NOVEMBER
Congregational Giving: $18,102.20
Expenditures:  $19,120.43

STEWARDSHIP DIRECTORY
FOR jANUARY

Lay Reader: Jenna Jacoby

Communion Assistants: Del Roy Reichenau, 
   Gene Geistweidt
Council Rep. on Duty:  Matt Schmidt
Bell Ringers:  Tommy Starks, Mark Lehmberg 
and Wayne Carl Hofmann
Speaker System:  Bob Vacek and Mark 
Lehmberg, 
Ushers: Matt Schmidt, Teddy Ray Doyal,
  Justin Yonker, Hunter Geistweidt
Property Person on Duty: Nancy Brown
Greeters:
  (1/7) Jay & Beverly Marek
  (1/14) Youth
  (1/21) Lynda Harris & Paulette Keller
  (1/28) Hunter & Koda Geistweidt
Altar Guild:
  Flower Chairman: Nancy Brown
  Parament Chairman: June Durst
  Communion Chairman: Sherry Schmidt
Women’s Bible Study:
   Morning Bible Study (First Wed. of the month 
at 
  10 AM)  Leader:  Albert Birk
     Location: Home of Lynn Reichenau 
  Evening Bible Study (third Tues. of the month)
    Church Library at 5 PM
 Memorials: Church Office 347-5582 or 
  Sherie Clarkson 347-5762

CHURCH DIRECTORY

Rev. Fred Krebs                                 
Pastor 
Mrs. Debbie Nebgen                    Church 
Administrator
Mrs. Ann Mahnken                 Youth 
Director

Church Office Hours:
Mon.-Thurs.  8:30 A.M. – 4:00 P.M.
(325)347-5582 (Office)           (325)347-8420 (Fax)
Email: stpaulmason@gmail.com 
Website: www.stpaulmason.com
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